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REFACE TO THE 
Enfſuing D1ſcourſe. 


(fs. i as it were written in leod, at tbe leaſt ſealed,and de 
ivered don to ms by the M wrtyrdams of mot of the com- 
pilers of it, ſhould ever ſince be daily ſolicited, and call'd 
to the ſame Stage and Theatre, to fill uy what was behinde 
of the ſufferings of theſe Fathers,us no ſtrange or new peice 
of &c-nomy inthe Church of Gd. This propolition lhall rake liberty 
briefly to prove by way of introduCtion to che enſuing diſco ir[e, 
and thall hope that you will acknowledge it with me, it you bur 
conlider thele {evecrals. 

Firſt, That there is not a ſurer evidence and #1777» by which 
to dilcern the great excellencie of moderation in that book, and fo 
the apportionatencHle of it, tothe end to which it was deltgned, 
then the experience of theſe {o contrary fates, which it hath con- 
fantly undergone, betwixt the perlecutors on both extream parts, 
the aſſertors of the Papacy on the one tide, and the Conlittory on 
the other, the one accuting it of. Schiſme, the other of Comply- 
ancey the one of departure f; om the Church of Rem, the other of 
remaining with it, like the. pore. Greek |Church, our te!low Martyr, 
devoured by the Turk for to much Chriltian proteſiion, and 
damn'd by the Pope tor 19» little, ic being the ditate of natural 
Realon in Ariſtt/e, (whole rules have {eldome tailed in that kinde, 
ſince he obſerved them) that the middie virtue 11 m:ſt in/allibly knows 
by thu, that it #4 accuſed by either extreame 4s (uity of 12 other extreame: 
thatthe trueliberalitieof minde is by this belt ex<mplified , that 
it is detamed by theprodigall tor pai Sh and by the niggard 
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for prodigality,by which (by the way )that great block of offence, 
which hath ſcandalized ſo many, will be in part removed, and the 
reproaches fo cont inu ally heaped npon this book, will to every dif. 
cerning Judge of things, paſſc toc as weak an unconcluding argu- 
ment of pxi/t in it, as the{carres of a Military man doth of his co- 
wardice, or the 75 Terrpcy pi pert, the every Topick of rayling Ebetorich, 
XM3l.5. of the unchritiianneile of the perſon on whom they are- 
wred out. 

Secondly, That ever ſince the reproaches of menhave taken con- 
fidence to vent themſelves againftthis book, there hath nothing 
but ayre and vapour been vomitcd out againſt it , objeftions of 
lictle force to conclude any thing, but onely the reſolute contuma» 
cious, echer ignorance,or malice of the obje&ors , which might 
at Jarge be proved, buth by the view of all the charges that tor» 
mer Pamphlets have produced, all gathered together and vindi- 
cated by Nr. Hocker, and that no one charge of any crime , either 
againli the whole, or any part of ic, which this DireQory hath of- 
fe;ed ; which as it might in reaſon, make ſuch. an a& of malice 
more ſtrange, ſo wi.l it to him that compares this matter with 
other prattiies of theſe times, (whoſe great engine hath been the 
calunmiart fortiter, the gaining credit by the violence of the cry, when it 
could not be had by the validity of the proofs, moſt men being 
more willing to bejjeve a calumnie, then to examine it )make It 
but unreafonable to wonder at it ; It berng an «xperiment of daily 
obſervation, that thoſe which heveno crime of which they are ac- 
cuſable, are thcretore not the Icfſe, but the more vehemently accus 
(ed, proſecuted, and dragg:'d to execution, that the puniſhment 
may prove them gnilty, which nothing elſe con}d,it being more 
probable-in the judgement of the multitude, ( who eſpecially are 
conlideied now adayes; as the inſtruments to aft our great dehigns) 
that a nocent perſon {;0u}d plead not guilty, then an innocent be 
condemned ; which prejudice, as it might be pardon'd from the 
charitie wherein 'tis grounded, that they who are appointed to 

uniſh vilencſſes, will not be ſolikely tro commit themyſo being ap* 
plycd to uſurping Judges, (whole very judging is one crime, and 
that noway avowable, bur by making uſe of more injuſtices)will 
prove bur a peice of Turciime , which concludes all things honeſty 
that prove ſucceſſefull, or of the moderne Divinity in the point of 
Scandal), which makes ic a ſufhcieat exception againſt any indit-- 


forent : 


can Co i 4 , p | 
- Thirdly, That it hath been conftantly the portion, and prero- Sea. 4, 


gative of the beſt things (as of the belt mien) ro be under the creſſe, 
to have their good things of this world pra Sw wor, with perſecutions. 
Mar. 10.30. an.i'ono ltrangething that that which is alwayes a 
dealing with the Crofl:, thou!d be ſometimes a panting, and gaſ; 

ing under it'; There was nevec wm {urer evidence of the leis 
of a creature amongit the Jews, then that it was permitted to be 
faccificed z rhe Lawb, and the Turtle emblems of innocence, and 
charity, and the other Chriltian virtues, were daily flaughter'd 
and deyounred, while the Swine, the Mrwort , and all theuncleaner 
creatures, weredenyed that tavour, placed under a kinde of Ana- 
thenaa, or Excommunication ſentence, of ſuch it was not lawfull, no 
yet to ext ; and {o it mult be expetted in the anti-type, that all the 
heat of the Satanicall impreſſion, all the fire of zeal, the ſentence 
to be ſacrifiz id, and devoted, ſhould fall as now it doth, on this 
Ezmbe-like, Dove-like creatare, of a making not apt- to provoke 
any man to rage, or quarrell, or any thing, butlove of commu- 
nion, and thankſpiving to God for ſuch an ineſtimable donative. 


Fourthly, That a Licurgie being found by the experience of all Seca, 5. 


ancient times, as a neceſſary hedge, and mound to preſerve any 
profeſſion of Religion, aud worſhip of God in a National! Church, it 
was to beexpeCtcd that the enemy and his inſtruments, which can 
call deltru&tton mercy, embroyling of our old Church the foxnding 
of a new(we know who hath told one of the Houſes of this Parlia= 
ment ſo, that :bey bave laid a fonndation of 8 Church among w,mhich if 
it ignifie any thing, imports that there was no Church in th is 
Kingdom before that Scthon)ſhould alſo think the deſtroying of all 
Licurgy, the oncly way of ſecurity to Gods worſhip, theno-form 
being as filly accommodated to no-Church, asthe no-hedge, no- 
wall ro the Common, or deſert, the no incloſure tothe no-planta- 
tion. 


'Fifthly, That the eradication of Epiſcopacy, firit Voted z then ScR.6, 


Aﬀted,by the Ordiaation of Presbyters by Presbyters without any 
Biſhop, which begun to be praQtiſed in this Kingdom , about the 
end of the laſt yeer,was in any reaſon to be accounted procmical! 
and preparatory to ſome farther degree of «m£ia, or diſorder, 


and * 


ferent uſage, that it 1s by ſome excepted againſt 9s 2 competent 
cauſe of anger, that men are angry at it though never ſo without # 
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' andtobeattended by the abolition of the Liturgy in the begin= 
ning of this new yeer, ( Epiſcopacy and Liturgie being like the 
ourzmeIon » among the Figy tlans , this D.uzhter to attend 
that Mother, as among the Barbarians when theic Prince died, 
{ome of the nobleſt were conſtant! y to bear him company out of 
the World, notto mourn for, but to die with him ) A thing that 
the People of this Kingdom cou!d never have been imagined lowe 
or teevile enough to bear or endure ( I am fure within tew yeers 
they that late at the itern of ation conceived ſo, and therefore 
weretain by Declaration, to diiavow all ſuch intention of yio« 
lence) till by ſuch other afſayes, and praftites, and cxperiments, 
they werefound to be, ſatu ad ſervitutem parati , tufticiently prepa= 
red for any thing that was ſervile, almoſt uncapableot the berickit 
or reliet of a Jubilee, like the' {ve in Exodus, that would not po out 


free, but required to be bored thorow the eare by his Malter, to be a 
{lave for EVer. 


þ 


Sixtly, That it is one profeſt aft of Gods ſecret wiſdom, to make 
ſuch trials as this, of mens hdelity, and fence, and acknowledge» 
ment of his ſo long indulged favours, to ſee who will ſincerely 
MOUuUTrn for the departing of the glory from Tirael, whether there be not 
ſome that (with the Captive Trojan Woman in Homer, who weps 


{o paſlionately at the fall of Patroclus, but mide that pubick, ſſe the 
- ſeaſon td powre ont their private griefs ) are ſenſible of thole ſufferings of 
the Church onely wherein their ztereſts are involved , and more 
neerly concerned; whether not ſome that count the invaſion of the 
Revenues of the Church a Sacriledge, a calamity, and fin unparal- 
lelPd, but think the abs/jtior of the Liturgieunconliderableza veniall 
fin and milery ; whether that, wherein Gods glory is joyned with 
any ſecular intereſt of our own, that which makes the ſeparation 
betwixt Chriſt and Mammon , may be allowed any expreſſion of 
our paſlion or zeal,z. e. in effeft, whether we powre out one drop tor 
Chrilt in allthis deluge of tears, or whether like uncompounded 
(elt lovers,whoſe onely centre and principle of motion is our ſelves, 
we have paſſion to no (peCtacle but what the looking glafſe preſents 
tous, with a Thz7poracr wprreoms, making God the pretence, and apology, 
for that kindneſſe which is paid'.and powred out unto another 
{rrine- For. of thisthere is nodoubrt, that of all the changes of late 
defigned and offered to authorityzthere is none for which fleſh and 
blood, paſſions and: interetis of men can allow (o tree a tuftrage, (0 
+ regreticfle 


regretleſſe a conſent as this of the abolition of the Liturgie, ( The 
ſluggiſtmeſſe of nngifted men, the m_ thing that js affirmed to be 
concerned in, or to gain by it, is pe e&ly miſtaken, as ſhall anon 
appear) and were there not a God in Heaven, the care of whoſe ho- 
nour obliged us to endeayour the preſervation of it, were not a ft- 
turegrowth of Atheiſme and Prophaneneſlethe feared conſequent 
of ſuch abolition,and notorious experience ready to avow the juſt- 
nefle of this fear, I have reaſon to be confident that. no Advocate 
would offer Libell, no Diſputer put in exception, agamſt this pre- 
ſent Dire&ory ; Tam privy to my own ſence, tharT fhould nor, I 
haverather rcaſon to imputeit to my ſelf , that the want of any 
ſuch carnall motive to ftir meupto this defence, might be the 

rauſe that fo long deferr'd to tmmdertake it, and perhaps fhould 

have done ſo longer, if any man el{e had appeart&/m that argu- 

ment. And therefore unlefle ir bz ſtrange for cengohcn there be 16 

many tempters abroad, to b2 permitred to temptations, fure Gods 

yeilding to this at ofthe importunity of Satan {who hath deſir'd 

in this new way to explore many) will not be ftrange neither. 


Laftly, that onr foJons abaſe of this ſo contimted  rhercy,,, our 5:2, 8. 


want of diligence, in aſſembling our ſelves together ('the' too ordinarie 
fault of too mw2vy of the belt of nsYour generall, ſcandalois, une&- 
cuſablediſobedience to the command 3 of our Charch , 'which 're- 
quires that ſerviceto be uſed conſtantly in publick every day , the 
vanity of prurient tongues and itching eares, which are ſtill thirſt- 
ing news and varizty, but above all, the want of ardor and fer- 
vency inthe performance of this preſcribed ſervice, the admitting 
of all ſecular company (I mean worldly thoughts )into its pre- 
ſence, preferring all ſecular bulineffe before-tt,rhepgeneratttrreve- 
rence and indifference in the celebrations, may well be thonght to 
haveencouraged Satan to his expetivit, to the preferring hzs petition to 
God, and his importunity at length to hve provoked God todeli- 
verapouwLiturgy to himgand his miniſters,to oppoſe and maligne, 
tocalumniate and detame, and ac Jait togain the countenance of 
an Ordinance,to condemne and execute ir as at this day. I he Lord 
be mercifull tro them that have yeilded to be inſtrumentall to that 
great deſtroyer in this buſinefle. 
I have thus far Jaboured to p 
hortation ## Ewigs2us not to think the calamity ſtrange which hath 
befall:n this Church inthis matter, on no other purpoſe , but to 
diſcharge 


reſſe home that part of St. Peters ex- *%: 5+ 


diſcharge that duty which we owe to Gods ſecret providence, of 
obſerving the vilible works ofir, that diſcerning our ſelves to be 
under his afflicting hand, we may, 1. Joyn in the uſe of all prg- 
bable means to remove ſolad a preſſure, by huinbling our. ſel ves, 
and retorming thoſe fins which have fitted us tor this captivity, 
then 2. that we may compaſſionate, and pardon, and bleffe, and 
pray for thoſe whoſe hands have been uſed in the execution of this 
vengeanceand rep.oach upon the land : and Laſtly, That we may 
endeavour, if ic be poſlible, to diſabule and re&ifie thoſe, who are 
capable, by more light,of iafer reſolutions; To which purpoſe theſe 
following animadverſions being delignedin the bowels of compaf- 
ſion tomy infatuated Countrey-men, and out ot a ſincere ſingle 
delire that our {ins may have ſomeend or allay, though our mile- 
ries havenoty(and therefore framed in ſuch a manner, as I concei- 
ved, might prove moltuſctull, by being moſt proportionable to 
them, who ſtood moſt in need of them, without any oblation pro» 
vided for any other ſhrine, any civility for the more curious Rea» 
der) are here offered tothee, to be dealt with as thou defireſt to be 
treated at that laſt dreadfull tribunall , which ſure then will be 
with acceptation of pardon, and with that Charity ( the bur juſt rey 
- turn to that which mixt this antidote for thee )which will cover 8 
mxltitnde of ſins. x 


(1) 


CHAP. I. 


> N the Ordinance prefixt to the Dire&ory (being almoſt 
\ wholly madeup of forms of Repeal )there are onely two 
[HEthings worthy of any ſtay or conſideration. 


. 
IS a 


EPA have been inclined to think it neceſſzry to aboliſh the Book of 
Common-Prayer, andeſtabliſh the Direfory, and thoſe are ſpecified to be 
three: Firſtche conſideration of the mmifold inconveniences that have riſen by 
the Book in this Kingdom. 2. There(olution 2:cordin to their Crven.pat, to re= 
form Religion according to the word of G4, and the beit reformed Churches. 3. 
Their having conſulted with the L-arned, and Pious, and Reverend Divines to 
that pr-poſe, from whence they conc!ade ut neceſſary to aboliſh the Book. 


- ; To this concluſion inferr'd upon thele premiſes, I ſhall confidently ga z, 


make this return, I. That the concluſion is as illogicall as any that an 
Aſſembly of wiſe men have ever acknowledged themſelves to be guilty 


of, no one of the three Motives being ſeverally of ſtrength to bear ſuch. 


aſuperſtraRure, and therefore all together being as untufficienc 3 for if 
the concluſion were onely of the prudence, or expedience,of taking it away) 
| fomewhat might be pretended tor that inference from rhe premiers 
ſuppofing them true : But when *tis of neceſſity ( and that twice repeated) 
and ſo not caſually f#llen from them) there muſt then be ſomewhat of 
uri drvine in the premiſes toinduce that neceſſity , or elſe ic will never 
induced : for Iſhall ſuppoſe ic granted by them with whom I now 
diſpute, that nothing is zeceſſ2ry in the worſhip of God , but what God 
hath preſcribed, the xeceſſity of precept being the onely one that can have 
lacein this matter, and the neceſſitss medii, being moſt improper tobe 
cre pleaded. Burt that there is no ſuch dire precepr, ſo much as pretend- 
dto by thoſe three motives, ir is clear, and as clear, that all rogether 
do not amount to an #terpretative precept. For that a lawfull thing 
though preſt with manifold inconveniences ſhould be removed, is no 
where commanded the luwfull Magiſtrate, but left to his prudence to judge 
'wherher there be not conveniences on the other fide, which may coun- 
terballance thoſe inconveniences ; much lefſe is ic commanded the infc- 
our Courts in deſpight of King and ſtanding Law. For what eyer of 
xpcdience;and ſo of pradence might beſuppoſed to interpoſe;that may 
be ſufficient to incline a ;ſe Magiftrate to make a Law, but novany elſe, 
ether to uſurp the power of a Law-maker, or to do any thing contrary 
Oeſt;!liſd Laws; there being nothipg that or as the leaſt difſobe- 


dience 


I, The motives upon which the Houſes of Parliament Se, r. 


(2) 


; 1s of Subjects to thiir Prince, or the Laws of the Kingdom, but that 

obligation to that one ſuperiour Law of that higher Prince , ozr Father 
which % in heaven, which being ſuppoſcd , *tis not all the refo/utions and 
Covenants in the world that can make it lawfull for any fo to diſobey, 
much lefle neceſſary, any more, then the ſaying Corban in the Goſpel, 3. e. 
pretending a vow will tre: the. Childe from the obligation of honoring 
or releiving hs Father , or then Hero@'s vow made it lawtull to cut off the 
head of John the Baptilt : and then how far the conſultation with thoſe Di 
winermay indnce that neceſſity, will upon the fame ground alfo be mani- 
feſt to any, eſpecially that ſhall remember, with what caution that Af 
ſembly was by the Houſes admitted to conſult, and with whatreltraints 
on them,and profeſhons, that they were cajl'd onely to be adviſers,when 
they were required, but not to conclude any thing, either by a generalicons 
currence, or hy that of a Major part, any farther then the reaſons which 
they ſhould offer them mightprevail with them 3 to which purpoſe it 
was ſo ordered, that if any one mandiſſented from the reſt of theie Din 
vines, his opinion and reaſons were as mnch to be reprefented to the 
Houſes, as that other of the reft of the Aſſembly. 

Bythis I conceive it appears, that I have not quarrelPd cauſelefly 
with the Logick of this concluſion, the premifes pretending at molt but 
motives of expedience, and ſo as unableto infer a neceſſuy, as a Topical ar* 
gument is to demonſtrate,or a particular to indtice an wniverſall, That which 
I'wouldin charity gueſſe of this matter, as the cauſeof this miſtake, is 
my not groundleſfe ſuſpicion,that when the Presbyterians had prepas 
red the premiſes, the Independents framed the concluſion, the former 
of theſe Joyning at laſt with the other in a reſolution of taking away 
the Book; but onely on/prudentiall confiderations not ont of Conſcis 
ence of theunlawtulneſſe, and proportionably ſetting down thoſe rea 
ſons but prudentiall reaſons; and the latter though reſtrained from 
putting conſcience into the premiſes, yet ſtealingit ſecretly intothe con 
clnf1on, and fo cach deceiving and being deceived by eachother, Iam 
not ſure that my conjceure is right in this particular, yet have I a rea 
fon to inſert it. 1. Becauſe I find in many places of the DireFory certall 
footſteps of this kind of compoſition and complyance, and mixture ol 
rhoſe ſo diftant forts of Refortners.2iy. Becauſe thePresbyterians whicl 
have formerly appeared both in other axd-jn this Kingdom (whoſe co 
py theſe preſent reformers of that party have tranſcribed' )have coft 
itantly avowed the lawfulnefleof Liturgy, and\fo cannot affirm any nt 
cellity of aboliſhing; witneſſe Calvin himſelf (whom wefhall anon hart 


occalionto produce ) and the 'pratice of his Charch of Geneva ant 
| | | neere 
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(3) 
neerer to our ſel yes, witneffſe thoſe foure claſſes, which in Q. El:z.2beth® 
dayes, had ſet themſelves up inthis Kingdom. Theſe had made com- 

laint to the Lord Burleigh againſt our Liturgy, and (entertained hopes 
of obtaining his fayour in that bufineſſe about the yeer 1555. he der 
manded of them, whether they defired the taking away of all Liturgy 
they anſwered,no, he then required them to make a better,ſuch as they 
would defire to have ſerled inthe ſtead of this. The firit Clafhis did ac- 
cordingly frame a new one, ſomewhat according to the Gexeva form. 
But this the ſecond Clafſis diſliked, and altered in 600 particulars ; that 
again had the fate to be quarrell'd by the third Clafſis, and what the 
third reſolved on, by the fourth ; and the diſſenting of thoſe Brethren, 
as the Divition of tongues at Babe/,was a fair means to keep that Tower 
then from'advancing any higher. Nay even for our neighbours of Scot- 
land themſelves, what ever ſome of them of late have thought fit to do, 
fince they became Covenanteers, ( in animoſity perhaps and oppoſition 
tothat terrible »wormo, the Liturgy ſent to them from hence ) we know 
that they were Presbyterians formerly, without ſeeing any necellity of 
aboliſhing Liturgy. | 


"Tis nonews to wy that Mr Knox wrote a Liturgy,wherein there Sc& 4. 
t 


is frequent mention of thedayes of Common Prayer;and among many 
other particulars, theſe enſuing, worthy your remark. 1. Plain undiſ- 
guiſed confeffions of ſuch faults, which this age, though as notoriouſly 


guilty of as they, will not pariinto publick forms, or leave upon. record 
againſt themſelves, as, That fir the pleaſure and defence of the French they p, ro, 


bad violated their F aith,oft brea%ing the leagues of unity and concordywhich their 


, Kings and Governors had contrafted with their Neighbours, and again, that xy, 


for the maintenance of their freindſbip, they have not feared to break tbein ſolemn- 


ed oaths made unto others. To which I might adde, from another Contef- P.16 3, 


fion, that Whoredome and adultery are but paſtimes of the fleſ ; crafiy dealing, 
deceit and oppreſſion is counted good conqueit, &c. but that it would look too 
like a Satyre againſt ſome part of that Nation at this time thus to ſpeci- 
fie. 2. Their great ſence and acknowledgement of obligations from this 
Kingdom of England, and not onely praycrs'for continuance! of peace 
between Enylandand Scotland, but even exccrations 07 ul {and fo ſure 
on thoſe their ſucceſſors of this age) which ſhould continue-or:contri- 


bute ought toward the breaking of it, the wordsarethefe: Seeing whers P. 196: 


we by our power were altogether unable, &c. thou didft move the bearts af our 
neighbonrs (of whom we had deſerved no ſuch favour) to tak. upon then the com- 
mon nrthen with us, and for our deliverance, not onelyth fpend2he. laves of: many, 
ont alſo to hazarll theeſtate and tranquillity of _ Realm, Grant untou that 

ax with 


Sec 5. 


SeR, Ta, 


(4) 


with ſuch reverence we may remember thy Lenefits received, that afier this in our 
dlefan't,ve never enter into hoſtility again$t the Nation of England, ſuffer us never 
to fall into that ingratitnae and deteſtable unthankefalneſſe, that we ſhould feek 
the deſtrution and death of thoſe whom thou haſt made inſtruments to deliver us 
from the tyranny of merci/eſle ſtrangers. | the French. ] Diſſipatethox the connſels 
of ſach as deceitfully travail to ſtir the hearts of either Realm againſt the other, 
let their malicious prattices be theit own confuſion, and grant thou of. thy mercy, 
that love, and concordy and tranquillity may continue and encreaſe among tbe in- 
babitants of this Iſland, even tothe coming of our Lad. Jeſus Chriſt. Thirdly, 
that ſome of their forms of words aredire&tly all one with ours, others 
with ſome (mall addirions retaining our forms, as inthe Prayer for the 
King, and-the Exhortation before the Sacrament, and the adjuration 
of the Parties to be married will appear. Fourthly, that ontheir day of 
Faſt (though thar be with great care provided and ordered to be the 
Sunday twice together, quite contrary to the Canons and cuſtome of 
the Primitive Church, yet) *tis then appointed, that the Miniſter with 
the People ſhall proſtrate themſelves, &-c. a poſture of moſt humble bodily 
adoration, made to reproach thoſe who will not ſo much as recom- 
mend or direCt any one kind of corporall worſhip or geſture of humi- 
liation in all their Dirc@ory. The inlarging to this mention of particu- 
larsI acknowledge to be a digreiſion. But the preſenting toyour know- 
ledge or remembrancethis Scorziſp Liturgy is not;By which ſuperadded 
to the former, and by much more which 'might from other Churches 
be added to that, it briefly appears what is or hath been the uniform 
judgement of the Presbyterians in this matter,direQiy contrary to the 
concluded neceſſit y of aboli ſhing. 

Which neccflity on the other ſide the Tndependents have fiill affert-, 
ed, and for that and other {uch differences have avowed their reſolu- 
tions, to be the like ſcourges tothem as they have been to us, proſefling 
(and ad bomines, unanſwerably proving the reaſonableneſie of it ) to 
reform the Geneva reformation(as a firit rude and ſo imperfe& dravght 
jalt creeping out of Popery there, and therefore not ſuppoſeable to be 
compleatat the firſt aſſay) as the Presbyterians upon the lame pictences 
have defign'd and | yr yanre on our Engliſh Retormation. 


- 'AlbthisThave ſaid againſt the concluded neceuty in caſe,or on ſup= 


polition that the premiſes were true, but now I mult adde rhe falſtclle 
of thoſe alfo, and then if the neceſſity will till remain, Imuſt pronounce 


-it a peiceof Stoicall fatalicy., an inſuperable unruly neceſſitie indecd, 


that will acknowledge no Laws, or bounds, or limits to confine it. 
And hilt for the manifold inconveniences, if that phraſe _ os 
. everalls 


—_—  —_— 
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ſeverals which in the Preface to the DireFory are ſuggeſied , I ſhall in 
due place make it appear. 


1. That there are no ſich inconveniencics. 


2. That greater then thoſe may eaſily, and hereafter ſhall be pro- 
duced againſt their DireGory, and conſequently that, although true in- 
conveniencies were ſuppoſed ſufficient to infer a recefſitie of abolition, 
yet ſuch onely pretended names of inconveniency, ſuch Chimera's and 
Morme's (eſpecially over-ballanced with reall ones in the other ſcale) 
would be abundantly inſufficient to do it. Butif the manifold incorveni- 
ences have a larger pro.peQ to refer to, weſha]l conclude it very uncha- 
ritable not to mention thoſe, which mighe poſſibly havz had the ſame 
effe& with us as with them, convinced us allo to be their Proſelytes, 
and in the mean time very unjuſt to put ſo uncertain an equivocal 
phraſeinto a law,which we have no Criterion, or nomenclature to in- 
rerpret; but beyond all, yery imprudent to mention and lay weight on 
fach ſlight and ſuch no inconveniencies afterward ſpecified , when 
others might have been produced better able to bear the envy of the 
accuſation. 

As for your reſolution, if it went no higher then the Covenant,and that 
but to reform Religion, according to the word of G1d, and the example of the 
beſt reformed Churches, I am ſure it cannot oblige, or ſo much as incline 
you totake away that Book, there being nothing in it. 1. Contrary to 
the deſigne of Reformation. 2. Contrary to the word of God, or 3. Contrary 
to the example of the bei? reformed Churches. 


Se, 3. 


" Not 1. to Reformation, for Reformation is as contrary to abolition SER. 9. 


ot what ſhould be reformed, as cure to killing; and if it be replyed, that 
the abolition of Liturgy, as unlawtull may be neceſſary to the reforming ef 


Religion, 1 ſhall yeeld to that reply on that ſuppofition,but then withall 


adde, that Litrgy,mult firſt be proved zlawfull, and that teſtified from 
divine infallible principles ; which becauſe it is not thorow this whole 
Fook ſo much as pretended, both that and the ſecond ſuggeſtion from 
the word of God mutt neceflarily be diſclaimed, and then the example 
of the belt reformed Churches will ſoon follow, not onely becauſe all 
other Reformed Churches ordinarily known by that Title, have ſome 
kind of Liturgy, and that isas contrary to abolition, as the continuing 
of ours without any change, but becaule no reformation is to be preferr*d 
before that which cuts off no more then is zeceſſary to be cut off, and 


which produces the Scriptnre ru/e, the ſword of the Spirit for all ſach am-' 
putations ; and therefore the Church of England,as it ſtands eſtabliſhed 


by Law is avowable againſt 31] the Calumniators in the world , to be 
the 


(6) 
the beſt and moſt exemplarie reformed ; ſo far, that if I did not gueſlc of 
the ſenſe of the Covenant more by the temper then words of the Coye- 
nanteers, [ſhould think all men, that have Covenanted to reform after the 
' example of the beft Reformed Churches, indiſpenſably obliged to conform 
to the King-Edward, or Queen-Elizabeth-Engliſh Reformation,the moſt 
regular perfeCt pattern that Exrope yeeldeth. 

As for the truth of the laſt affirmation that they have conſulted with 
the Divines called together to that purpoſe, although I have no reaſon 
to doubt of it, yet this I know, that very many of the learned'lt there 
preſent,were,immediately before their imbarking in that imployment, 
otherwiſe minded, and that therefore ſo ſudden an univerſall change 
of minds ſavours either of ſome ſtrong charm, or ſtrange inconſtancy, and 
I ſhall make bold to ask this Queſtion of that whole number of Di- 
vines, whether I ſhould do them wrong in athrming, that there yet are 
not ten Divines in that number that think all Licurgy unlawtull , and 
conſequently that it was neceſſary ( not to reform, but )to aboliſh our 
Book, which is the ſtile of the Ordinance. If this challenge of mine may 
not be anſwerd with a plain punfuall ſubſcription of ſo many to the 
condemnation of all Liturgy as unlawfull , Iam ſure this is an Argu- 
ment, ad homines, unanſwerable. And the ground of my challenge,and 


of my ſpecifying that number, is the relation we have oft had of the 
but ſeven diſſenting Brethren, z. e. the but ſo many of the Independent 
Party among them, which _ my former ground I now ſuppoſe the 


onely mortall enemies to all Liturgy. But if Iam miltaken, and this be 
the common ſenſe of thoſe Aſſemblers ; then have I reaſon to adde to 
my former complaintsthis other of their ſo over-cautious expreſſions, 
which through this whole Book hath not once intimated either the 
whole or any part to be wnlawful,, but only quarrel'd the zwconventencies, 
which ſuppoſe it otherwiſe to be lawfwll. 

And thus much might ſuffice of the firſt obſervable in the Ordinance, 
the concluding this abolition to be neceffary. But becauſe would fore- 
ſee and prevent all poflible rejoynder, and becauſe I would here inter- 
poſe ſome conliderations which would otherwiſe take up a larger 
place, I ſhall ſuppoſe the Presbyterians may have another notion of the 
word Neceſſz:y, of a lower importance then this under which we have 
hitherto proceeded againſt them (though (till the Independents, whoſe 
Jadgement is not wont te be deſpiſed in the framing of Ordinances, can» 
not be imagined to take it in any other) and that is, that it ſhall fignitie 
onely a Politica!l neceſſity, or that which is neceſſary, if not to the being, 


yct tothe well being, 3.e.to the Pexce andfroſperity of this Kinzdom. Now 
becauſe 


(7) State 
becauſe there be two parts of every Chriftian Kingdom , a S@te and a 
Church, and ſo two branches of Policy, Civill and Ecclefiaftical!, I ſhall 
not undertake to beſo far Maſter of theirſence, as topitch upon either 
as that wherein they afhirm this abolitzon receſſary, but ſay ſomewhat to 
both, and toſhew that ir is not neceſſary in either ſence of Political ne- 
WHLILE 

— firſt that the abolitien of Liturgy cannot have ſo much as a be- 
nigne influence on the S:aze, much lefl be zeceſſary to the proſperity of 
ic, Ifhall infer onely by this vulgar aphoriſme, that any notable or 

rand mutation,if from ſome higher principle it: appear not neceſſary 
to be made, will be neceſſary not to be made, at leaſt not to be made 
cvurued\, altogether, but onely by degrees, and prudent difpenfings. 
Lfhall not any farther enlarge on ſoplain a theme, then to mention 
one proportion or reſemblance of this truth in the naturall body ob- 
{erved by the Phylitians in the cure of an hydropicall patient, who, 
when the body lyes covered with ſuch a deluge of water, that it proves 
neceſlary to make ſome {lnce to let out the burthenons (uperflnity , do 
not yet proceed by any looſe way of letting out all at once, becauſe the 
violent effavinm, or powring out of Spirits conſtantly conſequent to 
that, would certainly deſtroy the Patient, and endanger him on dry 


ground, as much, or more, then inthe midit of thoſe waters ; but the . 


method is a Tzg*x474975, the making ſo ſmall a hole in the skin, that fhall 
drain the body by inſenfible degrees by drawing ont a little at once, 
and neyer above a pint at. a time, though many gallons are = 0g 


to paſſe by this way of evacuation. Ifhall adde no more to this refem- 


blance, but that thetotall violentillegal] abolitionof Liturgy in a ſet- 
ied Church, is certainly of this nature, and being ſtrperadded to the 
change of the Government into a Form quite contrary to that which 
for 1600 yeers hath prevailed in the univerſall Church of Chriſt, there 
ſetled by the Apoſtles, may be allow'd the ſtile of i»ſignis mutatio,a rm- 
tation of ſome conliderable importance to a Chriſtian ſtate, which be- 
ing admitted altogether without any preparative alleviating ſteps,will 
(by the rapid ſudden motion atleaſt, it there were nothing elfe) have a 
dangerous influence upon-the whole body, of whick the cunningeſt di- 
viner cannot at this diſtance foreſee the effeCts;or prevent the emergent 
miſchiefs which ſucceedingtime may diſcover. if it be ſaid, that this 
abolition is now zeceſſary to conclude the 7p War;and that be affirmed 
to be the Politick neceſſity here meant, I anſwer , that if it were able to 
do that, I ſhould acknowledge it the ſtrongeſt argument thar conld be 
thought on to prove it Politically neceſſxry, this War being (© bags" 
rly 
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rily deſtcuftive, and any thing that could rid us of that,{o ſtrongly con- 
venient, that if Conſcience would permicr the uſe of ic, Lihould allow ir 
theticle of neceflary. But to make ſhort of this, no man can þelicyethat 
theſe Armies were raiſed or continued to ſubdue the Common Prayer- 
Book; for, befides that there was a time when *twas found neceſſary for 
the Houſes to declare, that they had no defigne totake away that Book, 
for fearthe People ſhould be difobliged by it, and another when the 
Earl of Eſſex his Army expreſt ſome kindnefle toit ; 'Tis now contelt by 
the pretenders of both Perſwaſions, Presbyterians and Independents, 
one that they do not, the other that they mult not take up Arms tor Re» 
ligion, and (othar kind of politicall neceſſity of aboliſhing the Book is, 
and by themſelves muſt be diſclaimcd alſo. 

Now for the ſecond branch of this zeceſſity, that which is in order to 
Eccleſiaſticall or Church-policy,we ſhall take liberty in this place to con- 
fider this matter at large, becauſe it may perhaps ſave us ſome pains 
hercafter, and becauſe thcir pretending of this neceſiy of doing whac 
they do, is a tentation,it not a challenge tous to do ſo,and then weſhal! 
leavc it to the Reader to judge what grounds may hence be fetcht for 
this pretended xeceſſity.And this mult be done by laying together the ſe- 
verall things that are in our Litwrgy, and are purpoſely left out in the 
Dir. Gory, and ſo are asit were the Charadcteriſticall note, by which the 
Direftory is by the Aſſemblers defigned to differ from our Litwgy, as fo 
much food from poyſon,Chriſtian from Antichriftian(if Neceſſ#y be pro- 
perly taken )or (if improperly for that which is zeceſſzxy onely to the 
well being;) as a more perte&and more profitable, from that which, if 
it be ſoat all, is not either (in their opinion) in ſo high a degree. 

Now theſeverals of our Liturgze which are purpolcly avoided in this 
Dire@Fory, I have obſcrycd to be principally theſe; Ofthoſe that are more 
extrinſecall, fix. 

« The preſcribing of Forms, or Liturgie it ſelf. 
2, Outwardor bodily worſhip. 
1 3. Uniformity in performing Gods ſervice. 
4. The Peoples bearing ſome part in the ſervice. 
5+ The dividing the Prayers imo ſeverall Coles, and not putting them all into 
one continaed Prayer. 


6. The Ceremonies of kneeling in the Communion , of Croſſe in Baptiſme, of 
Ring in Marriage, ec. 
Then of thoſe that are zztrinſecall, and parts of the Service. 
1. The Abſolntion, in the beginning of the Service next after the Confeſſion, 


ang bef.re the Communion, and in the Viſitation of the ſick, 


heſ 


* 2. The 
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The Hymnez, the Introite, the Te Deam, &-c. 
The uſe of the Doxologie or giving glory to God. 
= Pe ow of the Faith inthe Creeds. - | uy 
he frequent repeatingiof the Lords Prayer, and the prayers for the King. 
. Theobſervations f dime! Feaſts pads f hk of Chriſt, but of 
Saints departed, and aſſizning Services, Leſſons, Epiſtles , and Gſpels, 
and Colle to them. EY} | 
7. Thereading the Commandments, and the Prayers belonging to that Service. 
8. The order of the Offertory. + | 
9. Private Baptiſme. W 
10. A preſcri 
.. Us 5 Ln  \ 
12. The ſolemmities of burying the dead. 
13. Thankeſgiving after Child-birth. - - 
' 14-\ Communion of the ſick. IS 
t, 15. The Servicecontaining:the Communion. 
16, The obſervationof Lent, und the 'Rogation; and I would adde alſo of- 
1. 4 the Ember 'weeks- aatis; 
' - + This may ſeem tolooſe a tazk, to enlarge on each of theſe , and yet 
weare in juſticetothis Book, and for an anſwer to the pretended Necel(= 
fity of aboliſhing it, obliged to do'ſo , as breifly as it may; onely fo far 
as may ſerve to give theReader a view of the [awfalneſle at leaſt, and 
withall of the uſefulnefle of each of theſe, and conſequently of the no- 
appearance of reaſon why it ſhould be thought ecefiary to aboliſh any 
one of them, much lefle of all the reft for that ones ſake. - II 
And firſt for the preſcribing of Forms of Prayer, or Liturgy it ſelf, we $cQ.r4. 
ſhall r efer it to judgement whether it be neceſſary in Eccleſiaſtical! Policy, 
4 e. ſtrongly conducing to the benefit and editcation of a Church to in- 
terdi& or baniſh it out of the Kingdome, when we have peopalee theſe 
few things concerning it. 1, The example of Gad himſelf and holy men 
inthe Old Teſtament, preſcribing ſer Forms of bleſſing the people tobe 
uſed daily by Aarox and his Sons, Numb. 6.23. The Lord blefſe thee and 
keep thee, &c. ſer Forms forthe people to uſe themſelves, Dext. 26.3. 5: 
Thou ſhall Cay before the Lord, A Syrian, &c as alſo at the going onto 
theic Armies, Dext. 20.3. and of Thankſgiving, Exod. 15.4. made by 
Moſes,and it ſeems learnt by heart by all the people; and in the ſame 
words uſed agiin by Afirian, v.21. and ſoit appears , Iſz. 35. 20. that 
Hezekisb did not onely form a ſet thankſgiving, but uſed it all the daies 
of his life. Andtheſame Hezekizh, 2 Chron. 29.30. in his thankſgiving 
commanded the Levites alſo to ting praiſes to God: with.the "_ » 
| C avi 


SASH 


of Catechiſme. 


SeA.15. 


| ('t0') 
David and Aſaph, i.c. Forms already prepared to his hand by thoſe ſa- 
cred Pen-men. 

2. The praQice of the Jews: ſince Ezr#s. time conltantly uling' ſer 
Forms bf Prayer by way of Litmrgie For this] ſha}l produce ' no other 
proof then the teſtimony of a learned: Member of their Afſembly, Mr. 
Selden in his notes on-Emtychins, vouthing all his affirmations out of the 
ancient records of the cullomes of the Jewifh Nation, from whom, that 
they may be of authority with youzlfhalltranſcribetheſe ſeverals,That 
certain forms of praying, which were to be uſed by every ohit daily by Law, or recei- 
ved cuſiome, were inſtituted by Ezra and bu houſe, i. e. hieconfoftory. That” tbe 
Jews abont the end of the Babyleniſh captivity bad their ancient manners as well 
4 language ſo deprawed, that without a Maſter they either were@or able to pray as 


. they onght, or had not confidence to do ſo. 'And therefore thar'for the future, 


they might nct recede either in the matter. of tbeir\prayerd (through corruption) 
er expreſſion (through ignorance) frcm that form of piety commanded them by 
God, this remedy was applyed by the men of the great Syiragogne,Fzra and bit'i20 
Colepnes, (whereby rtlicway ts obſctvableoneſptciatbufeand” benefit of 
ſet Forms, not onely to provide for the ignorance;but tobe'anhedgeto 
the ttue Religion, to keep ont all -mixtures; or: corruptions' oft of a 
Church ; To which purpote atfo:the Councels Hf the Ehriftian Church 
havedefigned feverall patts which we-ſtil}-retaitrin. our Ejravgiey/a' real 
and.a valuable benefit, if itwere conſidered.) That of thit hind there were 
18 Prajers or Benedifions, calÞd: in the Gemara: compoſed or appointed Prayers. 
That'the tbree firſt of theſe; and the three laſt reſſeied the glozy of Grd, the twelve 
other intermediate were ſpent onuhoſe prime thingsth4ut wire neceſſity, either tothe 


- * whole People,or every particilar mim;(proportionable towhich perhaps it is 


that our Saviour who accommodated moſt inſtitutions of his' Baptiſme 
and his/laſt Supper, &c. to the cuftomes of the Church, did alſo defigne 
his prayer, as it is ſer dowwin Matthewy though not according to the 
number of the Jewiſhprayers; yer'to the ;pgenerall matter and” form'ot 
them, the three firſt branches of ir;/and the concluſion, which may paſte 
forthree branches more, referring totheglury of God, and the other 
intermediate to ourprivate and publick wants.) That theſe Prayers were 
20 be learnt by every man, thatthe Prayers of the unskilfull night be as perfear bf 
the-moſt eloquent: That every utt of prayittgwat begun with PCal.'5 1. 15, O Lord 
open thou nr lipr, and cur monthes ſhallſbewo forththy praiſe (the very form of 
word: fiillrecain'd in St. Famer his Liturgy, anditn ours before the In- 
troite) ant,covclnded with Pſal. 19. the laſt verſe, Tnto thyhands, &rc. That 
of theſe 18 Prayers no ine yas to be omitted , that if arty o1het were added, they 
were caumed of like free-will-fferings, a the! other were anſwet#ble t0'1he' of 
ſeribe 
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ſeribeds and were called by that name. That the additions might be made onely 
in thoſe Prayers which corcerntheir own wants, becauſe thoſe were capable of va= 
riations but nat to tbaſe that concern'4 God. That on Sabbath and Feaſt-dayes ny 
1842 might uſe a voluntary prayer. That about the time of the Jews deſtrution Ci- P, 49. 
maliel and.byt S anhedrim added a nineteenth P rayers and after bims others , ſo 
that at length the daily (ervice grew to an 100 Prayers. That it 5s likely that the P.go. 
Pagans came touſe their ſet Forms in their $ acffice al ſo,Cand perhaps the Mas P.s5- 
humedans t00) by the example of the Ferviſh Church, for which he there refers 
the Reader to many Books of the Learned. I conceive the authoritic of 
this Gentleman hath not been deſpiſed by the Honſe of Commons, and 
the Aſſemblers (when it hath chanced to agree with their defignes or 
— and thereforeT have thus far, as an Argument ad homines, infiſt- 

on it, ; 1 & 

3- The not onely praice, but precept of Chriſt in the New Teſta Sc& 16, 
ment, who did not only uſe-bimſclf a ſet form of words in prayer;three 
times together uſing the ſame words. Matth. 26.44. and upon the Crofle 
in the ſame manner, praying in the Pſalmiſts words, onely changed in- 
tothe Syriack diale&, which was then the vulgar: bur alſo command- 
ed the uſe of thoſe very words of his perfeft form', which it ſeems he 
meant not only as a pattern, but a form it ſelf (as rhe Standard weight, 
1snot onely the meaſure of all weights, but may it ſelf be uſed) Lk, 11. 

2. when you pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. which precept no man can with a 
good conſcience ever obey,that holds all ſet forms neceſſary to be caſt out 
of the Church. 

4. ThepraGtice,not onely of John the Baptiſt, who taught his diſciples to Se&.17 
pray. Link, 11+ 1. (which occafioned Chriſts Diſciples to demand , and 
him to give them a form of Prayer) but eſpecially of the Apoltles , of 
which we find intimations, 1 Cor. 14. 26. When yo come together every one 
of you hath a Pſalm, which ſure refers toſome of the Pfalms of David or 
Aſapb, uſed then ordinarily in their devotions, ( and that as even now 
ſaid, authorized by the example of Chriſt himſelf upon the Croffe,who 
tis thought, repeated the whole 22. Pſalm, it is certain, the firſt verſe 
of it, y Godymy God,why baſt thou forſaken me) and ſo certainly a ſer form, 
and that of Prayer too (of which thankſgivings and Praiſes area part.) 

Eut becauſe every one hadhis ſeverall P oe it is therefore reprehended 

by the Apoſtle, as tending to confuſion, and by that conſequence, S. Paxls 

Judgement is thencededucible for the joyning of all in the ſame form, as 
being the onely courſe tending to edification in the end of that verſe, and 

then ſure *ewould be hard, thatthat which the Apoſtle conceived the 
one]y courle for edifying, ſhould now be neceſſzrie to be turn'd ont of the 
C 2 Church, 
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Church, as contryry to edification. Farther yet, 'tis clear by text, that the 
Apoſtles when they met together, to holy duties ( ſuch are Faſting, 
Prayer, receiving the Sacrament) continued very long time, ſometimes 
a whole day together. This being too much to be alwayes continued 
in the Church, and unſuteable to every mans bulineſſe, is ſaid to have 
been the occalion that S. Fames firſt made choice of ſome ſpeciall Prayers 
moſt frequently by them uſed,which was after called his Litargie,which 
(or ſome other in the diſguiſeof that) the Greek Church ſtill uſg on ſo- 
lemn dayes. This alſo being of the longeſt for every dayes uſe, St Baſi/ 
isſaid to have ſhortned, and that again St Chryſoſtome; how certain theſe 
reports are,lI ſhall not take upon me to affirm, but onely adde;, that the 
Greek Church, who are moſt likely to know the truth of it by their re- 
cords, do retain all thefe three Litargies, and would loudly laugh at any 
man that ſhould make doubt whether St James, St Baſil, and St Chryſo- 
ſtome, were not the Authors -of them. 2. That the judgement of that 
Church (it they are deceived alſo, and may not be thought worthy to 
be heeded by our Afſemblers)is yet an argument of great authoritic to 
any prudent man, it not that theſe Liturgzes were purely the ſame with 
thoſe which were written by that Apoſtle, and thoſe holy men, yet that 
there were (ach things as Liz»rgies of theirpenning. The like might be 
added of that ſhort form of St Peters, whieh alone they ſay was uſed in. 
the Roman Church for a great while, till after by ſome Popes it was 
augmented, and the ſame of St Marks Liturgy. I am ſure St Augwtine 
ſpeaking of ſome forms retainedin the Church, and ſtill to be found in 
our Liturgze, particularly that of Szrſum corda, Lift up your hearts, &c. 
ſaith,that they are verba ab ipſus Apoſtolorum temporibus petita,words tetcht 
from the times of the Apoſtles, which ſuppoſes that they did uſe ſuch 
Forms. And for that particular mention'd by St Awgnitine,it is agreeable 
to the Conſtitutions of the Apoltles,/. 8. c. 16. (which collef&ion if ir be 
not ſo ancient as it pretends, doth yet imitate Apoſtolicall antiquity) 
and ſoin St Jamers, and Baſils and Chryſoſtomes Liturgy in the ſame 
words with our Book as farreas to the word| bowmden ]and for many 
other ſuch particular Forms uſed by us we find them-in Cyril of Ferx- 
ſalems Catechiſme, one of the ancienteſt Authors we have, and then that 
it ſhould be receſſary for the Church to turn out what the Apoſtles had 
thus brought into it, will not eaſily be made good by our Afſemblers. 
_ Fifthly,The pra&ice of theuniverſall Church from that time to this, 
which is ſo notorious to any that is converſant in the writings of the 
Ancient Fathers, and of which ſo-many teſtimonies are gathered toge- 
ther for many mens fatisfaion by Cafſander, and other writers of the 
Liturgicay 
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Liturgica, that *twere a reproach tothe Reader to detain or importune 

him with teſtimonies of that nature. To omit the praftice , 5, -. conftantine 
of * Conſtantine, who preſcribed a form for his Souldiers (a ;, js; palace imitating 
Copy of which we have in Eyſeb. de vit. Conft. I. 4. c. 20.) I the erders of theChurchs 
ſhall onely mention two grand teſtimonies for ſet Forms, among other things, W- 
one in the 23 Canon of the third Councell of Carthage, Quzſ= 35, *12608vs amdid's, 

: Ms Mp : Lg ; T rendred Set Prayer$,E#% 

cung; ſubi preces aliquis deſeribet non is utatnr, niſi prins eas cum [eb de vit Conſt. 1, 44017+ 
inſtrubtioribus fratribus contulerit: No man may uſe any Prayers and fo it is ſaid of the 
which he hath made, unleſſe he firſt conſult with other learneder Chri= Nobles about him , that 
ſtians gbout them. And the other more punQuall:Concil:Milev. they uſed bug Mane? 
c. 12. Placuit ut preces quite probate fuerint in Concilio ab omnibus oo Þ ff we) m_e__ 

| , wb . , 3 
celebrentur. Nec alie omnino dicantur in Eccleſia, niſi que 4 pru- all Eroupht by him, T&v- 
dentioribus traft.mmtur, vel comprobate in Synodo fwerint, ne forte T7 Tpafew, &c-to pay 
aliquid contra fidem, aut per ignorantiam, aut per minus ſiudium the ſame-prayers all of 
fit compoſutum. It was reſold on, that the* Prayers that were ap- *hem even in privat®, 6 

ov'd in the Conncell ſhould be uſed by all, and that no other ſhould * =o 

be ſaid in the Church but thoſe that had been weighed by the more prudent, or ap= 
provd in a Synod, leſt anything, either through ignorance or negligence ſhould be 
done againſt the Faith. Inſtead of ſuch Citations (and becauſe whatſoever 
argument is brought from that Topick of Ecclefiaſticall tradition, is 
now preſently defamed with the title of Popiſh and Antichriſtian, be- 
cauſe forſooth Antichriſt was a working early in the Apoſtles time, and 
every thing that we have not a mind to in antiquity, muſt needs be one 
of thoſe works) Ifhall rather chooſe to mention another, as a more con- 
vincing argument ad homines, and that is, 

Sixthly, The judgement and prattice of the Reformed in other King- 
domes, even Calvin himſelf in ſeveral ample teſtimonies, one in his 
Notes upon Pſal. 20. 1. another in his Epiltle tothe Prote&or. I ſhall not 
give my felt licenſe to tranſcribe theſe, or multiply more ſuch Teltimo- 
nies, onely tor the honour not onely of Litargie in generall , but parti- 
cularly of our Litzrgie, *twill be worth remembring that Gilbertus a Ger= Precun fo! 
»14n, many yeers lince, in a book of his, propounds our Book of prayer' 392.212, 
fora {ample of the Forms of the ancient Church ; And for the purity of 
it,thorow Reformarion, that Cranmer procured the King Edwards Com=- 
mon-Prayer-Book to be tranſlated intoLatin, and ſent it to Bucer, and 
required his judgement of ic, who anſwer d,that there was nothing init, 
but what was taken out of the word of God,or which was not againltir, 
commde acceptum, being then in a good ſence, Come things indeed, ſaith hez 
qe niſt quis, &c. unleſſe they be interpreted with Candor, may ſeeme not ſo agree= 
avie to the word of God, and which unquiet men may wreſt unto matter of con= 
Fenti0ns * 
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tention. As may be ſeen at large in Bucers Script Anglicans. Upon this 
occaſion that Book of King Edwards was againEſurvey'd , and in thoſe 
particulars, that were SubjeC to ſuch Cavills, correfted. After which 


- time the quarrels about that Book were generally wich the Papiits (not 


ſo much with the oppolite extreame (and therefore Fohn Old in Queen 
Maries dayes wrote againſt them in defence of it , and of the King £4» 
wards Reformation. And Craxmer made. a challenge, that it he might 
be permitted by the Queen to take to him P: Martyr, and foure or hye 
more, they would enter the liſts with any Papi?s living, and detend the 
Common-Prayer-Book to be perfe&ly agreeable to the Word of God, 
and the ſamein effe&t which had been for 1500 yeers in the Church of 
Chriſt. This for the reputation of the Book. Then for the fruit and bc 
nefit that by the uſe of it redounded to Chrikians, take an effay by Mr 
Fobn Hullier, Fellow of Kings Colledge in Cambridge, who was Martyr'd 
in Queen Aaries dayes, Ann. 1557. and being at the ſtake among many 
other books that were thrown into the fire to him,it hapned that a Com» 
mon-Prayer-PBook fell between his hands, which he joyfully receiving 
opened, and read till the flame and ſmoke ſuffered him not to ſee any 
more, 2nd then hefell to prayer, holding his hands up to heaven, and 
the book betwixthis arms next his heart, thanking God for that mercy 
inſending him it, the relation is Mr Foxes, and from thence the plea aus 


AQs and thentick, that the tree that bare wholſome fruit, ſhould not be cut down by the 


Mon, 
1818, 


vc, 20, 


P25 Law, Dent. 10.20. even when War was to be made on a City , and as 


Azimon addes, l. de Idol. though it were worſhipr for an Idoll,and it that 
which was then of ſo dear eſteem be now ſo neceſſary to be caitour, it is 
an ill indication of the times into which we are fallen. | 
Seventhly, Thereaſons on which the very Heathens themſelves took 
up the ſame praQtice, which was univerſall (it ſeems ) through all the 
world, more Catholick then the Church it ſelf. To this purpoſe belide 
thoſe Authors which Mr Se/den refers to, I ſhall onely adde theſe three 
teſtimonies, firſt of Plato, 1 7. de ley. where he commands, that whatever 


-Prayers or Hymnes the Poets compoſed to the Gods, they ſhould firſt ſhery them to the 


Priefts(as if they werein a manner leprous till then ) before they publiſht 
them, leſt they ſhould ak evil things inſtead of good. (an inftirmity that theſe 
dayes are very ſubjeCt unto) The ſecond in Thuzyd. 1. 6. p. 434. wes row 
Coninas mp3 © arayuryns & rad vany fxgone 0jumey Tis fs Und xipux©- imorrrm. Set 
torms for ſeverall occaſions, and a common joynt ſending them up to 
heaven. The third in Alexander ab Alex. I. 4.c. 17. that the Gentiles read 
their Prayers out of a Book before their Sacrifices , Ne quid prep:ſtere dicatur, 
aliqut ex ſcriptopreire & ad veroumreferre ſolitts eſt: 1 hat the work mig]t not 
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be done prepoſterouſly. Which two reaſons of theirs,the one leſt they ſhould 
| ſtray inthe matterof their Prayers, the other leſt offend in the manner, 
may paſle for Chriſtian reaſons, as ſeaſonable with us, as they wete 
among them.And no neceſſitie that thoſe reaſons ſhould be deſpiſed/by us 
neither. x 

_  Eightly, The irrational concludings, or ſhortnefſe of diſcourſe-:of Se.Qzr, 
thoſe which are againlt ſet forms, eſpecially in two things ; the firſt'ob- 
ſerved by D. Preffon (whoſe memory is, I hope, not loſt among thefe Af- 
ſemblers)and made uſe of in a Printed work of his to the —— 'of 

them. That while they in oppoſition to ſet Forms require the Minkſter 
to.conceive a Praycr for the Congregation, they obſerve not, that the 

whole Congregation is by that means as much fljrited, and bound toa 
« fet Form, to wit, of thoſe words which the Miniſter conceives; asf (he 

read them out of a book. 2. That the perſons with whom we have'now 

todeal, though they will not preſcribe any Form of Prayer, yet veriture | 

to preſcribe the matter of itin theſe words, pag. 14- the Miniſter's to ' call ryiuuOr 
apon the Lord to thu effe. Now whiy the preſcription of the matter is'not the 3% 2%, 
tinting of the Spirit, as well as the formof word: (unleſle the Spirit; like As 
the Heathen Mercury be the God 'of eloquence, and be thought'todeal | 
in the words onely ) or why the promiſe of dabitnr'in ia bora, it fpall beigi= 

ven.yox in that howre, ſtould nor be as full a promiſe for matter, as for ex* 
preſſuns; eſpecially when that Text forbids care or provifion, #6417 'not 

onely how, buthat they ſhould feak , and the promiſe is peculiarly for! Matth.1o, 
ther, zt ſhall be-given you what you ſhall ſpeak 3 and this is it,that is attribie* 9+ 

ted to'the Spirit, v. 20. (from whence ifIfhonld eondutte, that thehvly 

Vholt taught the Diſciples onely the matter of their 'anſwer and'they: 
themſelves were teft toputtit inform of words, there is nothing in that 

Text againſt that aſſertion; and'that it was ſo in their-pennitzg of the- 

New Teſtament, many/probable' Arguments might 'be produced*if it 

were now ſeaſonable,)and conſequently, why the preſcribing of 'one 

mould nut beunreaſonable in them, that condemne all preſcribing of 
the-other, I conteſle is one of thoſe things which my charity hath Ride 
me willing to impute to theſhortneſſe of diſcourſe, becauſe I am unwil-- 

ing tolay any heavier chirgeupon ir. | DO V8 GOO! 419 

' From all which confidered, and'a great'deaFmore which might be 5,2 22, 
added, from the ufefulnefle of known Forms'tothoſe, whoſe under- 
ſtandings, are: not quick encugh to £6 along with unknown, and if 
they have no other, are faine oft times to return without performmg 
any part of that: ſo neceſſary duty of prayer in 'the Church, from the 
experience of the cttefts of the contrary dofrine, the many ſcandalous: 


paſſages 
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apes which have fallen from Miniſters in their externporary Prayers 
.(af which meer pity and hamanity, civility aud mercy to. Enemies, re- 
ſtrains us from inſerting a large Catalogue) and the no manner of ad- 
vantageabove that which ſet Forms may alſo afford, but onely of ſa- 
tisfation to the itching eare, exerciſe and pleaſure to the licentious 
, tongue,aud the vanity of the reputation of being able to perform that 
office ſo fluently ( which yet is no more then the Rabbins allow Achito« 
phe/,that he had every day three new Forms of prayer)or having a plen» 
tifull; meaſure of the Spirit ; which is beleeved to infule ſuch eloquence; 
Iſhalt now conclude itimpoſſible:that any humane eye ſhould dilcerna 
Neeefſuie, inreſpe& of Ecclefiatticall policy, edifying the Church , why 
all Lzzzrgie ſhould be deſtroyed, not waſl't nor purg'd with Sope', ſuch 
any Reformation would be, but torn and -onlotet with nitre, for ſuch 
is abohtion, why it ſhould ſuffer this Oltraciſme, unleſſe as Ariſtides did 
ton being too vertuous) be thus vehemently firlt declaimed, and then bas» 
' niſlvd our of the Church, | | 

Secondly, for outward bodily worſhip , *tis particularly prohibited by 
the DireFory at one time, at the taking of our ſeats or places when we enter the 
Aſſembly, ( dire&ly contrary to that of Tſidor, ſi quzs veniat cum leftio tele 
bratur adoret tantum Deum.: If any come in when the Leſſon# a reading, let him. 
onely perform adoration to G1d,and bearken to what is read) and never ſo muck 
as recommended at any time, nor one would think, permitted in any: 
part of their publick ſervice, like the Perſians in Strabo, 1. 15. that never 
. offer'd any part of the fleſh to the Gods in their ſacrifices, kept all that 
to'themſelyes, 7715 Ik; u/dy SmpeipuarThc rip@- ſuppoſing the Gods would be 
conrent with the ſouls, which in the blood were powred out and ſacri- 
ficed to their honour, #* 3p Sduyns pan T8 legf7's Sid 4 Igdy anned" alerts, 
they ſaid that the Gods wanted and defired the ſouls for a facrifice , but 
not anything elſe 3 of which people Herod tas, 1. 1. hath obſerved that they 
had neither Temples nor Altar,and laugh'd at them which built either, 
but went to the top of ſome hill or other, and there ſacrificed , prefers 
ring ſuch naturall Altars before any other. The former of theſe is the 
avowed Divinity of theſe men (and might perhaps have been attended 
with the latter too, were it not that there be ſo many Churches already 
built conyeniently totheir hands )in ſtead of which, our Litzrgie hath 
thought fit not onely torecommend but preſcribe bodily worſhip ; firſ 
by direCing in the werade ab part of (erviceſhall be performed kneel- 
ing, thea by reading the Yenite, where all encourage and call up one the 
others to worſhip, and fall down, and kneel, &c. to worſhip, z.e. adore,which 
peculiarly notes bodily worſhip, and fo ſurely the falling down, and kree!- 
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#ng before the Lord. And of this Ifhall ſay, thatit is I. an aCt of obedience 
"to that precept of glorifying God in our bodies, a well as ſouls. 2. Actranſcri- 
bing of Chriſt's copy, who kreeled, and even proftrated himſelf in prayer, 
of many holy men in Scripture, who are affirmed co have done ſo (and 
that afarmation written for our example) and even of the Publican, who 
though itanding, yet by ſtanding a far off; by no2 looking up, by ſtriking his 
breaft, did clearly Joyn bodily worſhip to his prayer, of aw be merciful 
20 me aſinner | aſed at his coming intothe Temple , and in that poſture 
thrived better then the Phariſee in his loftier garbe, went away more Juſti- 
fied, ſaith our Saviour, as a veſlell atthe foot of a hill, will ( tay the Ar« Pide Clavs 
tiſts) receive and contain more water, then the ſame or a like veſſel] on #7 Sacr 
the topof it would be able to do (and he that ſhall do the like;that ſhall hon 
joyn adoration of God, and nothing but God, to the uſe of that or the 
like fervent ejaculation at his entrance into Gods houſe, will ſure have 
Chrilts approbation of the Pablicans behaviour, to juſtitic him from any 
_—_— of ſuperſtition in ſo doing) and beſides 3. the moſt agreeable 
humble geſture, and ſo beſt becoming, and * evidencing and « ,,,, 
helping theinward performance of that moſt lowly dutie of :y;»i6 wor i 
Prayer, and conſequently that it may be charg'd with blaſ- cedenrenon poſint, eiſdem 
. phemy, as well and as properly, as with ſuperſtition , and 7#/*s exterizs wiſtbili= 
probably would beſo, if the latter were not the more odious net omg Me interior = 
of the two: and indeed why kneeling or bowing ſhould be ,; neg Fwy po : —S : 
moreJyable to that cenſure, then either mentall or orall Wu 
prayer, thereis no reaſon imaginable, it being as poſlible that one may 
ediredted to a falſe obje& (and ſo become Idolatrous, or ſuperſtitious 
in the true notion of thoſe words (as they denote the worſhip of Idols, or 
dead mef., Szixares or ſwperſtites) as the other, and ( for the improper no« 
tion of Syperſtition) the one again as much capable of being an excefle 
in Religion (the mind or tongue being as likely to enlarge and exceed 
2s the body) or of uſing a peice of falſe Religion, as the other, the bodi- 
| wry duly performed to God,being the payment of a debt to God 
and no doubr acceptable, when'tis paid with a truc heart)and no way 
an argument of want, but a probable evidence of the preſence and coope= 
ration of inward deyotion, as I remember Nazzanzen {aith of his Father, 
Or. 3, mas 70 paybutrer, razor Or I 79 xpuiſoperc, He fhewed a great deal in 
the ontſide, but Ae! the greater treaſure within in the inviſible part. And on the 
other fide, the itiffenefle of the knee, an argument of ſome eminent de- 
feft, if not of true piety, yet of ſomewhat elſe, and Chriſts predi&tion, 
Fob. 4. that the time ſhould come that the worſhippers ſhould worſhip Gad in ſpirit 


end truth, (being not ſet in oppoſition to bodily worſhip , but to the ap- 
D propriating 
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propriating it to ſome lingular places, Jeruſalem or that Mountain )not 
producible as any apology or excuſe for ſuch omiſſion. To theſe brief in-+ 
timations I ſhall need adde no more, when the conclution that I am to 
infer is ſo moderate; being onely this, that it 1s not neceſſaryto turn all 
bowing, or kneeling, or bodily worthip out of the Church , (were there 
any ſuperſtitian in any one or more geitures, this were too great a ſeye= 
rity, to mul&the Church of all, above the proportion of the moſt unli« 
mited arbitrary Court, whoſe amercements mult alwayes be within the 
compaſle of ſalvo contenemento,which this will not be it there be nocom- 
petency of bodily worſbipleft behinde)and that the Litzrgie doth better 
to preſcribe it at fit times, then the DireFory to omit all mention of it at 
all times, unlefle by way of diflike amd prohibition. Which concluſion 
will bethe more cafily evinced againſt them, by asking them whether 
in their Family-Parlour-Prayers; or in their private Cloſet prayers,they 
do not approve and practice that geſture ; which as I beleeve in charity 
they do, ſo Imuſt from thence infer, that by them the Howſe of God, is the 
onely placethought lit to be deſpiſed. And if it be replyed , that the Dz« 
reffory torbids not kneeling, but onely commands it not, leaving it free 
touſe or not touſe. Tanſwer. 1: That the effeCt of this liberty is very 
remarkable among them, and equall tothat of a prohibition, no man 
almoſt of their per{waſton ever kneeling in their Churches. 2 That the 
neverſo much as recommending it, is very neer a forbidding of it. 3. That 
bowing or adoration is direRtly torbidden once(which, by the way, is as 
much the defining of a Ceremony, viz. that of ſtanding or going up* 
right, and ſoas contrary tothe Independents perſwaſtons, and to the 
great clamorous complaint for Liberty in Ceremonies , as any preſcrip* 
tion of kxeeling or bowing cav be.) 4. That kneeling allo is at the recei- 
ving of the Sacrament forbidden, by neceſlity of conſequence, fitting 
being preſcribed, and therefore that that reply or exculc is falſe alſo. 
And ſo now what ſpeciall advantage this is like to bring in to this Church 
of ours, to havethe Bodies of negligent, or prophane, or Fatious men 
left (without any ſo much as an admonition)) to their own inclinations 
and fo what depth of Eccleliaſtica]l policy there was which made this 
change ſo neceſſary, I defire may now be judged. 
S& 24 Thirdly, For zmniformity in that Service; (which our Litnrgie labours to 
* ſetup, by preſcribing the manner. of it, but the Dire@ory hath taken 
away by leaving all tothe chance of mens wils , which can no more be 
thought likely to concur in one form, then Democrit##s Atomes to have 
met together into a world of beautifull Creatures,withourt any hand of 
providence to diſpoſe them) it hath certainly the approbation of all 
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#wiſe men, and command of St Pay, 1 Cor. 14:40.in that grand place,Let 
all things be donf decently, and in order. Ofwhich I conceive the clear im- 
portance to be, that all be dove in the Church according.to cuſtome and ap 
pointment. The tormer implyed in iv94pror, (cuſtome being the onely rule 
of decency, and therefore the indecency of wearing long hair,is proved 
by being againit »atare, z. e. ſaith Suidas in the Scripture phraſe, xgoyiav 
ewnveey, a cuftome of ſome continuance in that place, and thereupon St 
Paul thinks it enough againſt an Ecclefiaſticall uſage , and that which 
might ſuperſede all frife abour it, I Cor. 1 1. 46. | we have no ſuch cuſtomes, 
&c. |) and the latter in plain words x77 T«Ziy, according to order or appoint= 
ment ( tor {0 the words literally 1mpor [i ) and then upon theſe two 

. grounds is uniformity built, and neceſſarily reſults, where all that is 
done inthe Church , is ruled by one of theſe by cuſtome, or by Law, 
which being here commanded by St Pau), is a proof of the more then 
lawfulneſſe of 7% preſcription of Ceremonies in a Church, axd of wnifor- 
mity therein. And then what neceſſity there is or can be that St Pauls com 
mand ſhall be ſo negle&ed, all care of uniformity ſo diſclaimed , all 
m31s, conſtitution, or ordinance, for any Ecclefiaſticall matter (unleſle their 
ordinance againſt all ſuch conſtitutions) ſo ſolemnly diſavowed, it will 
be hard to imagine,or gueſle, unlefle it be on purpoſe to obſerve Mr. 
Prynnes rule of Conforming the Church to the State, to fill one as full of diſ- 
order and «Ta, and confuſion as the other. I remember a ſaying of 
Socrates which Plato and Cicero record from him, MAutata Aduſica mutan= 
zur & mores : that the change of a kinde of Muſick, had a great influence 
on mens minds, and had a generall change of manners LOO gons tO it, 
I conceive uniformity in Gods ſervice to be parallel to Muſick, being it 
ſelf an outward concord, or harmony of the moſt different affe&ions; 

' and that that ſhould be nor only changed, but loſt, I cannot underſtand 
any neceſſity, unlefle itbe that ſome ſuch like eftets may be wrought in 
Religion alſo. 

For the fourth, the Peoples bearing ſome part in the ſervice ( whe- S(8. 25. 
ther by way of reſponſcin the Prayers,and hymnes,or by reading every 
other yerſe in the Pſalm, mentioned in Theodorets ſtory, }. 2. c. 24. where 
ſpeaking of Flavianw and Djodorws , he ſaith of rhem, «74 ameznu 1H 
ditkopTes Tos 7 Nlamdvoay pus Uh, Sradryns adeiv Aztimny INSueZay penwSiar, &c. 
They divided the D wire of Singers into two parts, and appointed them to fing the 
Pſalms ſucceſſively, which cuſtome began by them (who, ſaith he,were ad- 
mirable men, and Iabour'd extreamly to ſtir up all men to Piety, and to that end 
Invented this) Je1Spaps mirno: 6 xamhafe f unepins TYPHATE , prevail d 


over the whole world, or by way of mutuall charity , returning a Prayer 
D 2 tor 
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for the Priett,who began one peculiarly for them ; which Imnocentizy rev 
fers to, in his letter to Aurelius and Anugaitine, calling them communes &+ 
a'ternes preces,to which he there attributes more force, q#.mm frivatis,then - 
to private, or by way of following the Presl.yterin Conteſlion of tins, both 
at the beginning ot the Service, and before the Communion ; or in Profeſ- 
fon of Faith inthe Creeds, wherein every the meaneſt Chriſtian is to 
have his part;) it is certainly defigned by the Church,trom the example 
of pure antiquity, to very gaintull uſes, to quicken devotion, which the 
length of continued hearing may have leave to dull and {lacken, and to 
recall thoſe thoughts which may upon the like temptation have diverts 
ed to other objeAs; in a word, toengage every oneto be madeno idle or 
unprofitable SpeCtator of the Service : and as long as there is ſtill need of 
that help to theſe ſo neceſſary ends, and not the leaſt ſhew or pretence of 
objeCtion againſt it,how receſſarie it can be to rejeAit wholly, and lay all 
the task upon the Preiit, and not require ſo much as an Amen( which it 
ſeems was in faſhion in St Paz”; time) of the 3/978, or Lay Perſon, Lleave 
to the moſt prejudicate Reader to give ſentence for me. 

As for the Letany, wherein the People are more exerciſed then in any 
other part of the Service, *tis certainly deſigned to make it more propor- 
tionable to the title beſtowed on it by the Antients of *#7wis evyy, earneſt 
or intenſe Prayer, and in Methodius, exTwes Niows, earneſt Petitions, (and in 
the Greek Liturgies fimply £x7Ms, intenſe or earneſt) trom A. 12.5, Lich. 
22-44. This continuall Joyning of the people in every paſlage of it;tend- 
ing very much both to the improving and evidencing that feryor and 
incenſion, which can never be more neceſſary then throughout that Ser= 
vicez of which Iſhall in palling ſay theſe three things , and Juſtifie them 
againft any gain-ſayer, that there is not extant any where, T.a more 
particular excellent enumeration of all the Chriftians either private or 
common wants, as faras is likely to come to the cogniſance of a Con« 
gregation ; nor ſecondly, a more innocent blameleſſe Form, againſt 
which there lyes no juſt obje&ion, and moſt of the unjuſt ones that have 
been made; are reproachtull to Scripture it ſelf, from whence the paſſa- 
ges excepted againſt are fetchr,as that particularly of Praying for Gods 
mercy upon all men, from 1 Tims 2. 1, nor thirdly, a more artificiall com- 
poſuretor the raiſing that zeal, and keeping it up throughout, then this 
to defamed part of our Liturgze ; for which and other excellencies un- 
doubtedly it is, (and not for any Conjuring or Swearing in it ) that the 
Devil hath taken care that it ſhould drink deepelt of that bitter cup of 
Calumny and Reviling,which it can no way have provoked, but onely 

as Chrilt did the reproach of the diſeaſed man , What bave I to do with 


thee 
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hee? ec. when he came to exorcize and caft out the Devill that poſſeft 


him- And for this to be thrown out of the Church, ſure there is no other 
- neceſſity, then there was that there ſhould be Scardals and Hereſies in its 
onely becauſe the Devil and his Fa@tors would have it ſo. 

5. For the dividing of Prayers into divers Coll; or Portions, and not put-= 
ting all our. Petitions into one continued Prayer, theſe 2dvantages it 
hath to give it authority, 1. the praftice of the Fews , whole Liturgie 
was diſpenſed into 3 4h &c. and 18 CelleF;, or ſhort Prayers. 2. The 
example of Chrift preſcribing a ſhort Form, and in that, ſaith St Chrys 
ſoſtome, &'1 MEarrOr nyes pirge toe, teaching 1 the meaſure or length due to each 
Pr jer of ours, Hom: de Ann. f.965, and ſetting a mark of Heatheniſme, Mat. 
6.and of Phariſaiſme, Matth. 23. 14.0n their long Pray;rs, 3. The advice 
of the Ancients, whotell us St Peters Form, uſed for a great while in the 
Roman Church, was a ſhort one, and that Chriſt and St Paz! commanded 


us to make our Prayers, #:4Xes x mvxrd's, xy i5 oniyar br Sraxcriuparer, ſhort Chryſoſt: 16, 


and frequent, and with little diſtances between. And 585 A YI orat. 
c 24. direCts to offer our Petitions, za wars mvxrinr©, with all frequen= 
cie 3 and Caſſian, de inſlit. mon. I, 2. c, 10. from the uniyerſall conſent of 
tkem, UVtzlins cenſext Lreves orationes ſed creberrimes fieri: The way that wc re ſol 
ved to be moſt profitable, is to have ſhort Prayers, but very thick or frequent. And 
he addes a conlideration which prompted them to this reſolution : Ve 
Diaboli inſidiantis jacula fuccinta brevitate vitemus : That by that means the 
Devils darts which he 3s wont to finde and ſteal 13s time to ſhoot in toour breaſts, 
may by the brevitie of our Prayers be preventcd. To theſe many more might 
be added, but that the no-advantage on the other ſide above this (ſave 
onely the reputation of the labour, and patience of ſpeaking, or hearing 
ſo wuch in a continued courſe, in one breath as it were) will ſave us the 
pains of uling more motives to perſwade any, that ſure it is not neceſſarie 
toexchange this pleaſant calle courſe of our Lzturgie,for the tedious toil= 
{ome lefle profitable courſe in the Diredfory. 


ScR, 7, 


Sixthly, for the Ceremonies uſed in the ſeverall Services, much might be.gea 28, 


ſaid, as particularly for that of kneeling (in oppolition to ſitting at the 
Lords Supper deſigned in the Directory) 1. that it is agreeable to the pra- 
Ctice of all Antiquity, who though they knee/ed not ,- becauſe the Canon 


ot the Councel! of Nice, obliged allto ſtand inthe Church, between Egſter pg,1y5 in x 4 
and Y þitſantide,or on the Lords day all the yeer long, (which by the way c!cſa ſederdt | 
abſolutely excludes ſitting, as alſo doth that ſaying of Optaiws,l. 4. Thar P9ttatem non 


the People may n0t ſit in the Church: and of Tertull;an, l. de Orat: c. 12. That babct, Idea res | 
preben 1 == 

. - , r tur, 911a apua 

e4z)yet uſed the Prayer-gelture at receiving, 4. e: bowing their bodies and 191curr aur 


'Inas an Heathen cuſtome to ſit in the Charch, and thereffre ought to be reprehend- 


heads, 
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heads, which the Fathers call adoration: kiſſing of the hand, is the oropried 
tie of the L2tin word, but the ordinary denotation of it, b»wing the body, 
the Trexomr4,which is more then the former, the cxltus maj1r, among the 
Learned; For as Herodotus obſeryes of the Eaſtern Nations,that the man-' 
ner of equz's was to kiſſe one another at meeting; of inferiours to kiſſe the hand 
of the Superior ; but ot the Syppliants or Petitioners, that would exprefle 
thegreatelt humility to bow themſelves before him, ſo was this laſt of the 
three continued among the primitive Chriſtians in their Services of the 

reateſt piety and humility; Climecus, p. 2 98. 79 Spy NEduer©- mprownd:, 
hen I receive I worſhip, or adore 3 Agreeable to which the great men in the 
French Churches, who receive it paſſing or going (a meer Egyptian-P aſſes 
over cuſtome )do firſt make a lowly cringe or curteſie before they take it in 
their hands. 2 That Chrilt's Table-gelture at the delivering it,is no Ar- 
gument for ſitting, both becauſe it is not manifeſt by the Text that he 
uſed that, ſave onely at the Paſſeover, from which this Supper of the Lord 
was diſtinCt, and was celebrated by bleſſing, and breaking, and giving the 
bread, ec. to which ſome other getture might be more proper, and more 
commodious, and becauſe Chriſt's geſture in that is no more obliging- 
ly exemplary to us, then his doing it after Supper was to the Apoſtles, 
who yet did it F:ſting. AG. 13.2. and generally took it before the agape, 
and as by Plinies Epittle it appears,(o early in the morning;that the con« 
gregation Parades and met again, ad capiendum cibum promiſcuum,to take 
their meals together. As alſo3. that the contrary geſture of tine, as it 
was, not many yeers fince, by a full Synod of Proteſtants in Poland for- 
bidden, if not condemned, becauſe they found it uſed by the Arrians, as 
complying with-their opinion, who hold our Saviour to be a meer Crea- 
ture, ſois now profeſt by ſome of our late Reformers writings to be a 
badge and cogniſance of their beleeving in the infallibility of Chriſt's 
promiſe of coming to reign on this Earth again; and take them into a 
familiar and a kind of ) equall converſation with him, the Doftrine of 
the Millexaries,once in ſome credit,but after condemn'd by the Church, 
and though favoured by ſome Learned men, both anciently and of late, 
is not yet ſure clear enough to come into our Creed or Litutyy : or to be 
profeſt and proclaimed by that geſture, when ever we receive the $zcra- 
ment. The evidence or proof of it being primarily that in the Revelation, 
which by the reſt of that Book I am very apt to ſuſpeCt, may f1gnitie any 
thing rather then what the letter of the words imports tous at the firlt 
veiw of them. Bur Iſhall not enlarge on this, nor the other Ceremonies 
mention'd, bat refer the Reader to the Learned Satisfaftory unanſwer'd 
labour of Mr Hooker, on theſe Subjefs, and then ask him when he hath 


read 
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d him, 1. whether he repent him of that pains.2, Whether in his con- 
_— he can think it neceſſary, or tending to edification, to caſt all thele 
cauſeleſly out of this Church, or the whole Liturgie for their ſakes. 

Now for thoſe things that are more intrinſecall to the Liturgie, and 
parts of the Service ; as 


1. For the pronemncing of Abſolution, which'Chriſt ſo ſolemnly inſtated Sc, 29, 


on the Prezit in his Diſciples (by three ſeverall a&s, firſt unto Peter as the 
mouth of the Apoſtles, atth. 16, 19. then by way of promiſe to them 
altogether, cap. 18. 1 s. then by way of aCtuall inſtating it on them, brea= 
thing that power and the Holy Ghoſt on them together, Foh. 20. 23.)and 
which is ſo diltinitly named by St Fame, ca. 5. 15. in the caſe of ficknes, 
9923103.) v7,(not as we render they ſhal be forgiven him,as if it were ©g691- 
&), and belonged onely to God's atof pardoning, but) imperſonally 
Abſolution ſpall be giver him; and ſo conſtantly preſzrved and exerciſed in 
theuniverſall Church in publick and private, and approv'd as far as 
our Litzrgie uſes it) even by thoſe who affirm that power in the Miniſter 
to be onely declarative, that any man converſant either in the Goſpel, or 
writings of the Fathers, or modern Authors, or that hath but ſeen Knox's 
Seotch Liturgie, and oblery'd that part of it, about the receiving of Peni= 
tents, would be amazed to fee a DireGory for the publick worſhip of God 
(which is a large phraſe,and contains the whole office of the Preiſt) and 
in it a title forthe viſitation of the ſicks and yet find never a word about Ab- 
ſolution, no not in caſe of ſeruple, doubt, or temptation, pag. 67. or the death= 
- bediit (elf. This exerciſe of thoſe Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven,j. e. of the 
Church, this pronouncing of Gods pardon, and aftuall giving the Par- 
don and Peace of the Churchto all her penitent children,eſpecially that 
more particular a& before the Communion, and on the Bed of ficknefle, 
is, beſide the obedience to Chriſt, ſo neceſfary an expreſſion of Chriſtian 
charity in every Church to its poore members, and the denying of it, 
where it is due, ſo barbarous an inhumanity (which yer Thope no man 
ſhall be the werfe tor, but thoſe that do deny it) that as the turning of 
Publick cenſures out of this Charch, is a rare example of deſpight unto 
Chriſts command, (there being no Nativnall Church from Chritts time 
tothis to be found without it, till this of ours far theſe laſt three yeers) 
fo the lending of AYſolutioh afterit, and the affirming ic to be' neceſſary 
to be done, and appointing all-toot-ſteps of-it to be tarn'd out of the 
Service, is a peice of diſorder, as contrary to Charity as to Piety, to Reaſon 
as Religion, this being fo far from the blame of 'an' exaberancy in'our 
Service, that there is more reaſon to wiſh that there were more of this 
nature, then that thaty which we have already,were omitted, - 
2. F Or 
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2, For the Hymnes of th: Church, it will not be amiſſe perhaps to gi 
you firſt the truce notion of the word ; there being among the Hebre | 
three ſores of Songs, 1. Aizmnr, a conciſe or ſhort verſe, 2. Tehillah, Praiſe, 
Celebrating or depredicating of God, and 3. Schjr, a Canticle,as the word 
iS uſed in the title of that Song of Songr. And anſwerable to theſe three, 
We have Col. 3. 17. 44M; aver, and 9s, Pſalms and Hymner, and Songs, 
Where the word Hymne is anſwerableto the ſecond of theſe, a praiting 
and magnifying of God in and for ſome of his moſt remarkable a&ts ot 
mercy & power. Thus was itthedi&ate eyen of nature it ſelf among the 
heathens,to imploy a great part of their Poetry,i.e.their piety(tor ſo Or 
phews the firſt & molt famous Writer of Hymnes,was called Theologus Poeta, 
a Poet that wa a Divine alſo)in framing of Hymns to their gods,though \ 
thoſe of Aſuſew and Linw,the other two Theologi Poete, arc not now to 
be met with. Thelike we haveſtill of Homer alſo, and I remember Galen 
the famous Phylitian, in one of his Books, De #/ic partinm, deſcribing the 
compoſure of the Foot, breaks out of a ſudden into an' excellent ac 
knowledgement, which he cals vury zarmwy rs JyurpynoarrCr npas,” a true! 
Hymne in laud of that God which made theſe curious bodies of men. This du- 
ey of naturall Piety, Chriſtianity certainly hath not obſtrufted, bur ele- 
vated it to a far higher pitch by ſuperadding that greateſt obligation 
taken from the Redemption of mankinde, to that old one of the Creation. 
And thus in all Ages of the Church ſome Hynes have been conltantly 
retained to beſaid or ſung in the Churches, I mean not onely the daily 
le&ions of the Pſalms of David( which yet this Direffory doth not men- 
tion, but onely commands a more frequent reading of that Bcok, then 
of ſome other parts of Scriptare) nor the finging of fome of thoſe P/alms 
in Mctre, (which yet this DireGory doth not preſcribe neither, ſave onely 
on dayes of Thankeſgiving, or after the Sermon, if with convenience it may 
be doneqmaking it very indifferent, it ſeems, whether it be kepr at all in 
the Church or no, unlefle on thoſe ſpeciall occafiuns. ) But the alternate 
reading of the Pſalmes both by Preiſt and people, (Pſalmi ab omnibus cele= 
brentur, Let the Pſalms be ſaid by all, in the Ailevit: Connc. Can. 12.) the EU} 
conſtant uſe of ſome ſpeciall Pſalms, as the Introite, and of other more |, 
purely Chriſtian Hynes, either framed by holy menin the Scripture in If fi 
reference to Chriſts Incarnation,or by the Church ' fp on purpoſe to bleſle 
and praiſe God for his mercies in Chriſt, which ſure deſerve a daily cele- | y; 
bration from every Chriſtian, as well and as richly as any Vi&ory over [6 
Enemies, though it be one of theirs over the King himſelf,can deſerveof |} 
them upon any day of Thankggiving. Of this kind is the Tr Deum, a moſt 
Divine and admirable Form, called ancicatly, imiu@, atriumphanc [th 
SOng)s 
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It. e,on the day that St Ambroſe baptized St Arguſtine, and fitted to that zap, T,rr. 


rpoſe with an acknowledgement of the. Trinity, in reference to St Aus Þ.795- 


(25) 
p, generally thought to be compoſed by St Auguffine , and St Am- 


tines converſion from Manichaiſme. If this be true,then ſure is it one of 
thoſe,the repeating of which moyed St Auguſtine to ſo much paſſion,that 
heſaith in his Confeſſins, 1. 9. Duminm flevi in bymny & Canticit Eccleſie 


' tae, that and the like Hymmes of the Church fetcht many tears from him. Of 


which I ſhall onely ſay,that to any man that hath but an humble,faich- 
fall;chankfull fervent heart to go along with it, it is as Chriſtian a picee 
ofpraiſe and prayer, as any humane pen could contribute toward the 
publick worſhip of God, which he that hath had the uſe of in the 
Church, and now thinks fit to baniſh out of it, ſhews his own former 
coldnefle and non-proficiency under that means of grace, and that he 
never Joyned in it with any zcalor earneſtneſſe, or elſe his retchlefle 
ingraticudetothe Church which hath allow'd him rhe benefit of ic. 


Telman in 


- Thelike might be added of thoſe two other in the adminiſtration of 8. & TA 


the Sacrament of the Lords Supper,the former before the Sacrament be- 
ginning with, Lift #p your hearts, and cnding with the Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of Hoſts, &vc. a form to be tonnd with little variation, both in Saint 
fameſes, St Baſils, and St Chryſoſtomes Liturgy 3 the other, after rhe Sacra- 
ment, Glory be to God on high, &c. called anciently Hymnus Angelicus , the 
Angelicall hymne, trom the firit part of it which was ſung by Azgels, and 
both theſe ſuch ancient, pure, excellent compoſures in themſelyes, and 
fhitly accommodated to the preſent bulinefſe, and all that Thave na» 
med, ſo farre from any appearance of evil, ſo free from any the leaſt ob« 
k&tion of any the molt perulant malicious calumniator (as far as I yet 
wer heard) ſo well-becoming a congregation of Saints,who by praiſing 
God in the Church, ſhould praftice before hand, and fit themſelves for 
the ſinging of Hallelyjahs perpetually in heaven, and iy the mean time 
bear the Angels company here (who St Chryſoſtome tels us, fing all the 
lymnes with us) that *tis little better then fury, ſavouring much of the 
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temper of that evil Spirit on Sat, that was exercited with Davids Muſicka ter 3y- 


and therefore may be allowed to have malice to that and the like ever 

lince) to think it neceſſary to throw this peice of heaven out of theChurch. 
3. For the Doxology ſo conſtantly annexed to many parts of our ſcr- 
"vice, in theſe words, (wherein the people cither are to begin or anſwer) 
Glory be to the Father,&+c. It is an ancient peice of very great conſideration, 
the former verſicle of it being, as tis ormaed by good authorities, com- 
poſed by the firſt Counce!l of Nice, and appointed by them to be uſed in 
the Church, as a leſſer Creed, or confeſſion of the Trinity and 6y@z6iz, Conſa'n 
L | ſtantiality 


Yay Ve 
ras. t.qep. 
75 3.1.40« 
edt. Savile 
SeRt.32, 


(26) 
ftantiality of the Son and holy Ghoſt, with the Father ( at which it 


cauſe*tis clear, that ſoon after that time, Flavianns ſang it aloud in the 


a (.3.e,16, Chutch of Antioch, as appears by * Zozomen, and Þ Theodoret ,( and if we 


2.0.24, 


C418 


may belceve © Nicephorns, St Chryſoſtome joynd with him init;) Of this Phi. 


CSI loſtorgius the Arian Hiſtoriographer tels ts, An. 348, Flavianus having gotten 


a Congregation of Monks together, ane?m oveBourr, yas the firſt that Legan that 
form of Doxology,others uſing that other Form of Ha m7pt $148 iy d:yiw md; 
Kan, Glory to the Father, | y the Son, inthe holy Ghoſt : making the Son infes 
riour to the Father, and tne holy Gholt to the Son, as Exnomiws and Eu. 
doxius did, which it ſeems Philoſtorgius bimſelf moi? appro d of, (Taman pang 
T1” enpopon emma faith his Epit:mator of him) others( not as Gotefred 
mends his Copy and reads it, J9Zz mg iv yp x) ayiv Trewan, but as the 
Oxford Manuſcript ) Ee mary x1 v1 iv a yip nmupan, Glory to the Father, and th 
Sow in the holy Ghi. Theſe two ſeyerall Forms, and ſome ſay a third [ a 
the Son and the holy Ghoſt | were it ſeems propoſed againſt Athanaſers in the 
Councell of Antioch, An. Dom. 341. and by men of ſeverall perſwaſion 
aſed inthe Church of Antioch,as a Charafter,by which iv cmeray mpraipen 
&7Sexwev, they expreſt their ſeverall opinions, faith Zozomen, |. 3+ c« 19. &+ 1.4, 
27. and by ſo doing,7e?s Tiv cmeiay Sofev peonpurtop 73 fannbuerrn,cuery one af 
plyed the Pſ:lm or Hymne (to the end of which, as now with us , it was it 
ſeems, then annext) to b# opinion. In which narration of Phzloſtorgius,we 
have noreaſon to ſuſpett any thing, but the Tpwrs 'are8rov, that Flavia 
nu was the firſt that ſang it, wherein his fayour to the 4rians might make 
him partial,or the truth might be,he was the firlt that ſang it at Antioch 
for there Athanaſius was in a Councell condemn'd,and ſo ſtill the Form 
might in other places be uſed more anciently. This firſt verſe being on 
this occaſion brought into the Church asa teſtimony, and Pillar of the 
Catholick verity againſt the Arrians, and annext by ancient cuſtome to 
the end of the Pſa/ms in the Litu#gie, St Ferome, or ſome body before him, 
being moved by the noiſe of the Macedonians(who excepted againſt that 
parr of it concerning the holy Gheſt, affirming that that Dofrine of the 
Divinity of the holy Ghoſt was novell) is ſaid to have been the Author of 
adding the other verſe or line to the former, in oppoſition to them, Azrit 
was in the beginning, &c. to lignihe this to be the ancient Catholick, no 
new private dofrine or opinion; and yet that it was very neer, if not as 
ancient asthe former may be gueſt by what Theogoret, 1.2. c, 24. ſaith of 
Leantins B iſop of Antioch, that he was wont to ſay to himſelf the Arrian 
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therefore anciently been the cuſtome to ſtand up, confeſſion of God, bel 
a praiſing of him (as the word in other languages imports)to which 


thereforethat poſture is moſt due) which may well paſſe for no fable,be. 
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gy ſo ſoftly, that no word ceuld be heard by bim that ſtood next, but 
euwvas F auyay , fir ever and ever, ( the cloſe of the ſecond line) 

and this ſaith he, while Flavianus, who oppoſed him, was a Lay- | 
man» Andif this be a time wherein ſuch Formes as theſe, ( which be- | 
fides giving glory to God, do ſecure and defend the Catholick Dofrine of | 
the Trinity, againlt all antient or modern Arrians and Macedonians )are it. 
neceflarily to be caſt out, as hinderances togrowth and edification, ſure | 
the defigne is onely to plant Herefies in the Church (to which alone 

that may prove impediment ) but nothing elfe. 

Having ſaid this, *twi!l not be needfull to adde concerning the Sea, 33. 
fourth head, more then onely the acknowledgement of my wonder and 
aſtoniſhment, why the ſame calamity and tempelt that carried away 
his effer Creed , ſhould alſo be able to raiſe ſo fierce a Torrent , as t: 18 
drive and hurry with it the zhree larger Creeds alſo , eſpecially that no if 
onely of the Nicene Fathers, but of the Apoſtles themſelves; Againſt th - it 
matter of which I have not heard, that the Presbyterians have any ob 
{&ion, and ſurethe Beadſ-mans Divinity , that turns the Creed into a 
Prajer , hath not concluded the uſe of it tobe a reltinting of the Spirit. 
What the effe& of this part of Reformation is likely to be , will not be 
bard todlvine, even Barbariſme and Atheiſme within a while , the turn- 
ing God and Chriſt, and all the Articles of the Creed out of mens brains al- 
ſo, and not(as yet it is) onely out of their hearts; what is the neceſlity of - 
doing it, will not ſoealily be reſolved even by him that hath imbibed 
the Afſemblers principles, unlefle it be to gratify the Separatiſts , who 
are profelt denyers of one Article, that of the HolyCathslick Church , re» 
folving theend & the effe& of the Holy Ghoſts deſcent to have been only 
to conſtitute particu/ar Congregations,and none elſe. As for the great patern 
of the Presbiterians, the praftice of Geneva or Scotland, that appears by 
Knoxs Common Prayer Buoke , to have allowed a ſet Forme of Confeſſin of 
Faith, and defigned it for the publicke uſe asthe firit thing in that Booke 
ef Prayers, though the truth is, the Apoſtles, or other antient Creeds be- "Ip 
© ing ſet alide, one of the Geneva forming is faine to ſupply the place of | 
F them, which yer by the ſetting the ſeverall parts of the Apoſtles Creed in 
| themargentyboth there and inthe order of Bapti/mzappears rather to be 
| aninterp:etation of ic , and ſo ſtill the $ eparatiſts mult be the onely men 
JF inthe Church fic to be confidered, or elſc apparently there is noſuch || 
f Politticall necefſit; of this neither. | 
For the fitth thing, the ſo frequent repetition of the Lords Prayer,and SeR-34: 
) 


. 
l 


Priyers for the King in our Service, this account may be breifly given of it. 
For the former, that in our Common-Prayer Bocks , there be ſeverall Ser« 
E 2 VICES 
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vices for ſeverall occaſions, ofthe Sacraments,efc. for ſeverall daye! 

the Letany, for ſeyerall times in the day, not onely Mornivg and Ey 

but one part to be ſaid earlier in the morning , and then toward noonea 
returne to another part, ( as the ancient Primitives had three Services in 
a forenoone, 1. that for for the Catechumenz, conlitting of Prayers,pſalms, 
and Readings ; then a 2. for the Penitents, ſuch as our Teteny ; and a 3.for 
the Fideles, the Faithfull, our Communicn Service; )'and even that which 
is aſſigned to one time ſo diſcontinued by Pſilmes, and Hymnes, and 
Leſſons, that it becomes in a manner two Services, clearely two times of 
Prayer. Now our Saviour commanding, whep you pray, ſay our Father ; we 
have accordingly ſoafligned it , to beonce repeated in every ſuch part 
of Service, andI remember to have heard one of the griveſt and moſi 
reverend men of the Aſſembly, being asked his opinion about the uſe of 
the Lords Prayer, to have anſwer'd to this purpoſe, God forbid that I ſhould 
ever be upon my knees in Prayer, and riſe up without adding Chriſts forme to my 
imperfeft petitions. And whereas this Direftory is ſo bountitull, as tore 
commend this Prayer to be uſed in the Prayers of the Churchzand yet 
ſo wary as but to recommend it, it is thereby confelt that it is lawfail to 
retaine a ſet Forme, (for that is ſurely ſo', and then the often uſing ofa 
lawfall thing will not make it unlawfnll) but withall that Chriſt 
command in point of his Service ſhall no more oblige to obedience, then 
the commands of men, for if it did , this would be more then recom 
mended. And now why that which may, ſay they,commendably ( muſt, 
ſay we , neceſſarily in obedience to Chriſt ) be uſed in the Prayers of the 
Church, and being repeated oftner then once , ſhall be uſefull to him 
who was not come at the firſt ſaying, or may be ſaid more attentively by 
him who had before beene too regl/zgent, ſhould be neceſſary to be uſed 
but ence,when all mens zeale or underſtanding of fo divine a Forme, or 
perhaps preſence at that part of che Service , tall not neceſſarily go vey 
with it, Ileave to more ſubtle Diviners to inftrut us. This I am ſure of, 
that God hath madea peculiar promiſe to ;mportzmity in Prayer, toa co 
ming often to him on the ſame errand , and Lk. 18.5. by a phraſein 
the Parable ſeems to ſay, that he that comes oft to God in this manner, 
will at length force him to ſhame, it he donot grant his Petition, for that 
is the meaning of vmemeQev, And from thence the Fathers uſe a bold 
phraſe in their Liturgies, 08 doornd 729 covey 2a , Tput thee to ſhame , i. t& 
1mportunethee, Baſpl. in Liturg : and in the Pſ2ltery of the Greek Church, 
which hath many Prayers mixt with it , Oi- 9 xopis 6 wvamn3 Amo m6 
ics *azamvomtCy, wnleſſe thy own gooaneſſe put thee to ſhame , &c. Now that 


this will not be ſubjeCt tothe cenſure of vain repetitions, Iſat. 6. 7. which 
I; 
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faultlefſe as that was ) might largely be evidenced, 1. by the nature of 
the word aiſarvyia, there uſed , which both Heſjchivs and Suidas apply 
to another matter,& explain it by mavaeyia, and 'appprcyic,and awpoaryic 


' King. 19. 27. Cry aloud, perhaps your God is a talking, or a perſuing, &c« Ii 
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he onely exception made againſt it, if the example of Davie, Pſal.139 
de not ſufficient to authorize the repeating any Forme often, which is as 


long, :dle, unſe aſonable formes, ſuch as Battus wed in his {axpoi x) T0AVS1N04 Upavor 
mwmAvyies STS , bit long winded Hynmes ſo full of Tamtologies , which 
Munſter therefore rendreth 19717 x9 =737 Nx do not multiply words, 
unprofitably ' or unſeaſonavly. 2 by the cultomes of the Heathens 
which Chriſt there referres to| wBbaTinAoynours Wop Gt $91, uſe nots Ec 
# the Heathens | and which are evident in their writers , eſpecially their 
Tragedians ; where® tis plaine, that their manner was to ſound,or chant 
for many houres together, ſome few empty words to the honour of 
their Gods , ſuch the FuaBexy4 in their Bacchazals, from the noyſe of 
which they were caPd Ewvantes;ſuch in Sopbocles, 16, T6 Tizp Tay, Tlay,d Nay, 
ec. and eſpecially in the Virgins Chorus of Eſchylus's Tragedy, called 
&fa 6H Hfais, Where there are neare an hundred verſes, made up of 
meere Tamtologies, 'Is, 16,'I&, 16, £42 diti7s, and an enumeration of 
the ſeverall names of the Gods with unſignificant noiſes added to 
them, 0v7* &'py 0, 66," Apre ginett 32, and within two verſes the ſame i 
againe, and-much more of the ſame ſtile. Two notable examples of [h 
this Heatheniſh cuſtome the Scripture affords us , one, 1 King. 18. 26. | j 
where the Prophets of Baal from morning till noone, cry O Baal, hear us , and Wu 
it follows, they cryed with a loud woyce, and cut themſelves, 252A accord= . $ 
zng to ther cuſtom oy rites(that loud crying the ſame words (o long together 4 
was as much aHeatheziſþ rite, as the cutting of themſelves, ) The other of uf 
Epheſians Af. 19. 34. who are affirni'd to have cryed with one woyee for two bil 
hours ſpace, Mazz>nn Apripus *Egime,Great us Diana of the Epheſians,and 3+ by bil 
the deſigned end that Chriſt obſerves of that Heathen cuſtome, 1. that I 
they may be heard by that long noyſe, for which El: ſcoffes them , 1- 


2, that their Petitions may be more intelligibleto their Gods,to which 
Chriſt oppoſes, your heavenly F ather knoweth what you have need of, and ſo MI 
needs not your Taxtelegies to explain them to him. Much more might It 
be ſaid for the explaining of that miſtaken place, but that it would I 
ſecm unneceſſary to this matter, the exception being ſo cauſleſie, that 
the Vindication would paſſe for an extrayagance. i" 
Of the Prayers tor the King, the account will not be much unlike, S. ScR. 359. || 

Paul commands that prayers, and ſupplications, and interceſſions, and thanks= | 
givings be made for Kings, &rc. 1 Tm. 2, 1, 2, wacre though the O—_ 
® 
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of thoſe ſeyerall ſorts of prayers, ſignified by thoſe foure words,mig 
be matter of apology, for the making ſeverall addreſſes to God' fo 
Kings in one ſeryice, ſuppoſing them proportion'd to thoſe ſorts in that 
text, yet have wediltributcd the frequent prayers for him into the ſe- 
verall ſeryices, one ſolemn prayer for him, in the ordinary daily ſer- 
vice, (and onely a verlicle before as it were procemiall to-it) another in 
the Letany, another after the Commandments (of which though our 
book hath two forms together, yet both the Rubrick and Cultome, 
gives us authority to interpret, it was not meant that both fhould be 
ſaid at once, but either of the two choſen by the Minitter,) another be- 
| fore the Communion, where the neceflity ofthe matter,being deſigned 

| for the Church militant,makes it more then feaſonable todeſcend to our 
particular Church, and the King the ſupream of it ; juſt as Herodotus rex 
lates the cuſtome of the Perſians, /. I. p.52. Tao Tois mponen ages XJ tn 1yives 
Ina þ Te B2TMG,, they pray for all the Perſians, particularly for the King. Tothis 
praQice of ours ſo grounded in the Apoftle, we fhall adde, 1. the re- 
ward promiſed ( by the Apoſtles intimation )to ſuch Prayers ( it not, 
as I conceive, bz thoſe words, that we may live 4 peaceable and quiet life, 
e&c. that peaceable and quiet life, of all bleſſings the greateſt , ſeeming to 
be a benefit or donative promiſed to the faithftull diſcharge of that di- 
| ty, of praying, and ſupplicating, and interceding , and giving thanks for 
? Kings, yet certainly ſomewhat elſe Yin that high Declaration made 
| concerning itin the next words, for this 3s goed and acceptable before God 
our $ aviour, whole acceptation is reward ſufficient to any aftien, and yet 

who never accepts but rewards alſo. 2. The praCtice of the ancient Chri- 

AdSCAGR (tans, ſet down by Tertull. Sacrificamus pro ſalute Imperatoria pura prece : our 
prayers are ſent vi a pure ſacrifice fer the proſperity of the Emperour. And that 

pol £.3% uoties conveniebant , in another place , at every mecting or ſervice of the 
Church, & peccantes ſemper pro omnibus Imperatoribus , vitam prolixam , In 

| perium ſecurum, domum tutam, exercitus ſortes, Senatnm fidelem, populum pro- 
bum, Orbem quietum, quecungqz bominu & _ vota ſunt : praying al- 

| wayes for the Emperours, and begging of God for them, long life, ſecure 
1 Reign the ſafety of but howſe, couragious Armies, a faithfull Senate, a good peo= 
p/e, a quiet world, all thoſe ſeverals, (which would make up more pray- 
ers then our book hath aſſigned ) all that either as Man or King they catt 
ſtand in need of; and fo Athenagoras and others to the ſame purpoſe, eſpe= 
| cially when they have occaſion to Juſiifie the fidelity of Chriſtians to 
{ their unchriſtian Emperours, having no ſarer evidence to give of that, 
| then the frequency of their prayers for them, which they which think 
necellarie to abbridge, or ſuperſede, muit give us leave bythar indica= 

tion 
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| to judge of ſomewhat elſe, by occafion of that topick to obſcrve 
Micir other demon*trations of difloyalty tothoſe that areſetoverthem 
þy God ; And toany that are not guilty of that crime, nor yet of ano» 
ther, of thinking all length of the publick ſervice unſupportable, I ſhall 
refer it to be Judged, whether it be neceſſary, that the King be prayed 
for in the Church, no oftner then there is a Sermon there. 


6. The Communion of Saints, (which if it were no Article in our $a, z6. 


Creed, ought yet to be layed up, as one of the Chriſtians tasks ot du- 
ties) conſiſts in that mutuall exchange of charitic and all ſeaſonable 
_ effects of it, between all parts of the Church,that triumphant in heaven 
' Chriſt and the Saints there, and this on earth militant ; which he that 
diſclaims, by that one a& of inſolence, caſts off one of the nobleſt pri- 
viledges, of which this carth is capable, to be a fellow citizen with the 
Saints, and a fetew member with Chriſt himſelf. The effe&ts of this cha» 
rity on their parts is, in Chriſts interceſſion,and in the Saints ſuffrages, 
and daily prayers to God forus; but on our part thankſgivings and 
commemorations, which *tis apparent the Primitive Chritltians uſed, 
very early ſolemnizing the day of Chriſts reſurre&ion,&c. and rehear- 
ling the names of the Saints out of their Diptycks, in time of the offers 
tory before the Sacrament ; beſides this ſo 3 a Chriitian duty,an- 
ether aftof charity there is, whick the Church owes to herliving ſons 
the educating of them in the preſence of good examples, and ſetting a 
remark of honour on all which have lived Chriltianly , eſpecially have 
died in teſtimony of the truth of that profeſſion ; and again, a great part 
of the New Tcitament, being ſtory of the lives of Chrift and his Apo= 
ſtles, (and the reſt but doGrine agreeable to what thoſe lives exprefled) 
it mult needs be an excellent compendium of that book, and a molt 
uſefull way of infuſing it into the xnderſtanding, and preſerving it in the 
memory of the people, to aſſigne proper portions of Scripture in Leſſons, 
Epiitles, and Geſþels to every day, every Sunday , every Feſiival in the 
yeer (which are none in our Church, but for the remembrance of 
Chriſt, and the Scripture-Saints) to infuſe by thoſe degrees all neceſſary 
 Chriltian knowledge, and duties into us, the uſe of which to the igno- 
rant is ſo great;that it may well be feared, that when the Feſtivals,and 
folemnities for the birth of Chriſt, and his other famous paſſages of 
life and death, and reſurreffion and aſcenſion, and miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the Leſſons, Goſpels (and Colleft;) and Sermons upon them, be turn'd 
out of the Church, together with the Creeds alſo, *cwill not be in the 
power of weekly Sermons on ſome bead of Religion, to keep up the know- 
ledge of Chriſt in mens hearts, a thing it ſeems obſery'd by the Caſuiſts, 
| who 
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whouſe to makethe number of thoſe things that are neceſſsrio crede 
neceſſary to be beleeved, no more, then the Feſtivals of Chriſt make known to 
and ſure by ancient Fathers whoſe Preaching was generally on the Go- 
ſpels for the day ; as appears by their Sermons de tempore, and their po» 
{tils. To all theſe ends areall theſe Feſtivals, and thele Services deligned 
by the Church, (and to no other that is capable of any the leaſt brand 
of novell or ſuperſtitious) and till all this antidote ſhall be demonſtrated to 
be turn'd poyſor, all theſe wholſome delignes, to be perte&ly noxious, till il 
or noexamples, uncharitablenefle, ſchiſmaticall cutting our ſelyes off 
from being tellow members with the Saints, and even with Chrilit our 
head, till ingraticude, ignorance, and Atheiſme it ſelf, be canonized for 
Chriſtian and Saint/ike, and the onely things tending to edification in a 
Church, there will hardly appear any ſo much as polztick neceſſity to turn * 
theſe out of it. | 

7. For the reading of the Commandments, and prayer before, and the reſponſes 
after each of them, though it be not anciencly to be tound in the Church, 
as a part of the Service, (but onely retain'd in the Catechiſme ) till King 
Edwards ſecond Liturgie, (and therefore ſure no cltarge of Popery to be 
affixt on it) yet ſeemeth it to me a very profitable part of devotion, bc- 
ing madeule of as it ought. ThePreiſt after a premiſed prayer for grace 
to love and keep Gods Commandments, is Cs toſtand and read every 
of the Commandments diſtin&aly to the people, as a kind of Moſes, 
bringing them from God to them; Theſe are they toreceive in the hum» | 
bleſt affeftion of heart, and poflure of body, as means to try and exa» 
mine themſelves, and to humble themſelves in a ſence of their ſeverall 
failings, and thereupon implore (every one for himſelf, and for others, 
even for the whole Kingdom) firſt Gods mercy for pardon tor all that hath 
been committed againſt the letter of each Gommandment,or what eyer 
Chriſt and the Goſpel hath ſet down under any, or reducible to any of 
thoſe heads. 2. Grace to perform forthe time to come, what eyer ma 
be acceptable to Chrilt in that particular. This being thus diſtin&tly 
and leafurely done to cach particular precept, the heart enlarging to 
every particular under that, proves an excellent form of confeſſion of 
ſins, and of refolution (and prayer tor ſtrength) to forſake them. And 
let me tell you, were Gods pardon thus fervently and often called for by 
cach humble ſoul in a Kingdom, tor every mans perſonall, and the whole 
Kingdoms National! fins, the Atheiſme ſpeculative and praficall, the impiety, 
infidelity, want of love and fear, and worſhip of God, &c. in the firlt Coms 
mandment; and ſo throughont all the rent, and the grace of God, to work | 
all che contrary graces in every beart, in the heart of the whole Kingdom, 
as 
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lJumbly and heartily invoked,the benefit would certainly be ſo great 
and ſoilluſtrious,that none but Satan , whois to be dethroned pas x part 
with his Kindome by that meanes, would everdeem it necefſzry to calt | 
out this part of Service, and have nothing at all in exchange for it. | 
8, Forthe order of the Offertory,it mult firſt be obſerved, that in the Pri- 
mitive Apoſtolicke Church , the Offertory was a conſiderable part of the 
ation, in the adminiſtring and receiving the Sacrament;the manner of 
it was thus. At their meetings for divine ſervice, every man as he was 
able brought ſomething along with him, bread , or wine, the fruits of 
the Seaſon, &c. of this part was uſed for the Sacrament , the reſt kept to 
| furniſh a common tabletor all the brethren ( and therefore in Ignatins, 
tyio 617mAr, 19 celebrate the Feaſt, is to adminilter that Sacrament being 
ſoyn'd there with the mention of Baptiſme) Rich and Poore to cate to= 
her, no one taking precedence of other, or challenging a greater part 
to himſelf, by reaſon of his bringing more ; this is diſcernable in Saint 
Paulswords , chiding the Corinthzans for their defaults in this matter, 
I Cor. 11.21. every man, (ſaith he, takes andeates before another his owne ſup* 
per” (#. e. )the Rich that brought more , eates that which he brought 3 
86 1d'top Se4@vor, as if be were at home eating his owne private meal, without re- 
ſpetto thenature of thole «zamw, which were a common meale for all, 
and ſo while one is filled to the fall , ſome others have little or nothing 
toeate, which is the meaning of that which follows, one #4 hungry , and 
another is drunken ; after the 239m ceaſed, and the bringing of the fruits 
of the ſeaſon, which were as a Kind of firlt-frait offering,was out-dated, 
whether by Canon of the Church, or by contrary cuſtome, this manner 
was [ti]l continned, that every receiver brought ſomewhat with him to 
offer, particularly bread; and wine mixt with water. Juſtin Mart. Apol, 
2.p. 97. ſets downe the manner of it clearly in his time, Tp207ipe) nd 
mosram 7 agar agrO;, &c. the bread and the wine of the brethren, i. e- 
Communicants #s broxght to the Preiſt or Prefe?, ( not as the Latine inter= 
preter reads Prefetto fratrum) as if at\gar were to be Joyn'd with Tp:27, 
which belongs to zpr&) and he receiving it, gives laud and praiſe ut) Godin 
the name of the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, and all the people Joyn in the Amen, then 
; dothe Deacons diſtribute that 427 cvy4pytirmra, the bread, over which be 
| baththus giventhankes, and then, ſaith he,over and above;the richer ſort 
. andevery one 4 he ſball think good contributes, and that which #4 ſo raiſed, u4 left 
with the Preiſt, who out of that ſtock ſucconrs the Orphan and Widow , and be» 
comes a common provider for all that are in want. This clearely diltinguifh- 
eth two parts of the Offertory, onedeligned for the uſe of all the Faith- 
fall in the Sacrament , another reſerved for the uſe of the poore, the 
F former 
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former called Tpergopar, O!l ations, in the Councell of Laodicea , the of 
x9proprples,in that of Gangra, and proportionably , the repoſitory for the 
firſt called Sacrariumin the fourth Conncell of Carthage, Gan. 93.(and by 
Poſſidonius in the life of St. Auguſtine, Secretarium nde altari neceſſatia-inſe= 
rmmtur, where'thoſe thinss are laid, and from whence fetcht which are neceſſary 
to the Altar the other Gazophylacinm or treaſury , the firſt St Cyprian calls 
Sacrificia, ſacrifices, the ſecond Eleemoſyne,Almer, 1. de op. & Eleem, paral- 
lel to thoſe which we ſind both together mentioned, AG. 24. 17. I 
came to bring almes to my Nation and offerings. This, ſaith Juſtin Martyr, is 
our Chriſtian Sacrifice, which will more appeare to him that conliderg 
that the feaſting of the People , their partaking of the Sacrifice having 
their Tas and peeidas, was alwaies annexed to ſacrifices, both amon 

Jews and Heathens, which the Apoſtle calls p.urtaking of the Altar y = 
conſequently that the Sacrifice,and the feaſt together, the ſacrifice in the 
cffertory, the feaſt in the eating 814d drinking there, do compleat andr make 
up the whole bulſinefle of this Sacrament, as farre as the people are cons 
cerned in it; and all this bleſt by the Prei?, and God Sleſt I praiſed by 
Preiſt and people, and fo the title of Exchariſt belongs to it. Thus:;after 
Tuſtin, Trenews. The Offertory'of the Chriſtians #s accounted a pure ſacrifice wilh 
God, as when St Panl, (aith he , mentions the afts of the Philippians liberality, 
be calls them vuriey Nori, m accevtable ſacrifice ( and ſo Heb. 3.16. to do good 
and to Communicate forget not ,. ſuch a&s of liberality to thoſerhat want, 
for with ſuch Sacrifi:es God is well pleaſed) and prefenily defines what 
this Sacrifice was,trimitie earum qe ſimt 119 creaturaram , the firſt fruits of 
God's creatures. So Tertu!lian, modicam unnſquiſque ſtipem menſtrua die adpe 
nity2ucry one brings ſomewhat every Month , Jut parallell to our Offertory at 
Monthly Commnions ; Much more might be ſaid of this out of antient 
Conſtitutions and Canons, if *twere not for my deſire of brevity. Effe&ual 
ly S' Cyprian, Locuples & dives es, & dominicam celevrare te cred, &- corbonam 
non reſpicis , qui in dominicam ſine ſacrificio venw , qu: partem de ſacrifici 
qd Panper cbtulit , ſumis? Art thourich , and thinkeft thou receiveſt as than 
o1ghteſt , and reſpeEeſt not the Corban , feedeſt on the poor mens Sacrifice , and 


Serm, de bringeſt none thy ſelfe ? and Saint Aug. to the ſame purpoſe; and tis 
:08p.2 15. worth obſerving that many authorities , which the Papiſts produce for 


the externall Sacrifice of the body of Chriſt in the ſaſſe, are but the de- 
tortion and diſguiling of thoſe places which belong to the Offertory of 
the People, and in the Canon of the Mafſe that prayer which is uſed for 
the offering up of Chriſt , (larded with ſo many crofles ) plainly be 
traies it ſelfe tohave beene firſt inſtittted by relation to theſe gifts and 


oblations, as appears þy the mention of Abels Sacrifice , and Melchizedecks 


offer mg 
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ng ( that of Abels the fruit of the Earth , Melchizedecky a preſent one» 

of Breadand Wine to Abraham) and the per quem hec omnia ſemper bona 
creas ( by whom thou createſt all theſe good things ) which belongs eyidently 
tothe fruits of the Earth, but is by them now moit ridiculouſly ap- 
plyed to the body of Chrilt. Thave been thus large in ſhewing the ori= 
ginall ofthe Offertory , becauſe ic hath in all ages beene counted a ſpeci- 
all part of divine worſhip, the third part of the Chriſtian Holocauſt , (aith 
Aquinas, 2*. 22. q. 85. art. 3. ad2.the obſervation of which is yet alive in 
our Litzrgy( I would ichad a more cheartull univerſall reception in our 
pratice ) eſpecially if that be true which Honorizs ſaith, that inſtead of 
the antient oblation of Bread and Wine, the offering of money was by con- 
"ſent receiv'd into the Church in memory of the pence in J#dz's ſayle. 
Now that this offering of Chriſtians to God for pious and charita=- 
ble uſes , defigned to them who are his Proxyes and Deputy-receiyers, 
may be the more liberally and withall moreſolemnly pertormed,many 
portions of Scripture are by the Litrgy deligned to be read toſtirreup 
and quicken this bounty , and thoſe of three ſorts, ſome belonging to 

| good workes in generall, others to almſ-deeeds,others to ob/ations,and when 
| itis received and brought to the Preiſe, he humbly prayes God to accept 
'B thiſe z/ms, and this is it which Icall the ſervice of the Offertory, ſo valued 
f and eſteemed among all Antients , but wholly omitted in this Dired-ry 
(oncly a caſuall naming of a Colleftion for the poor by way of a ſage cau- 

X tion, that it he. ſo order'd, that no part of the publicke wor - be thereby hins 
; it 


dred upon what grounds of policy or pretence of neceſlity, I know not, 
unlefſc out of that great. feare, lelt workes of charity ( which the Apoſtle 
calls an acceptable ſacrifice, and with which Gods well pleaſed) (hould paſſe 
for any part of the ſervice or worſhip of God, which after praying to him is 
an a& that hath the greateſt remark , and higheſt charaGter ſet upon it, 
and when it is thus in the Offertory , is accounted pars cn/trr,a part of wore 
ſhip, ſay the Schoole-men. And beſide, where 1t is uſed, asit onght 
proves of excellent benefit ( when prudent faithfall Ofticers have the 
diſpenſing of it ) toward the ſupplying and preventing the wants of 
all, Taz i xpeix 291 1ſtuey ire), the Miniſter 14 thereby enabled to be the 
guardian of all that are in want, ſaith Juſtin M.Apal. 2. and ſure neceſſitie 
hath little or no /axy orreaſon in it, when the rejeAing.of ſuch cuitomes 
< © theſe proves the one]y neceſſiry, Sek 


r . « 
£ poſſuble care be taken , that all Children that are to be Baptiz:4 be browsht t6- 
Church, and not without great cauſe and neceſſity Btptized: at home in their hou 
d s 2 = £ / Y © ; 
| /& And yet when great need ſhall compell +hetn-fo+rto. doe ,.then an 


2 order 


9. For privte Baptiſm, that which our Litzrey preſcribes is , that alÞs,& 39. 
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order of adminiſtring it is preſcribed, ſuch as in caſe the Childe gze,, 
may not be deprived of the Sacrament, and in caſe it live, 1t may as 
kckely be preſented, and with Prayer received into the Church , and pro- 
nounced to be baptized already, which is equivalent, as if it had beene 
baptized inthe publicke. The cleare confeſt ground of this praftice is the 
defire of the Church not to be wanting to any the meanelt creature, in 
allowing it that which Chriſt hath given it right to, and to encourage 
and ſatisfie the charitable deſires of Parents, which in danger of inſtant 
death require itfor them. This ground ſeemes clearely ro be acknows 
ledg'd by the Compilers ofthis DireFory pag. 41. where® 14 affirmed , that 
the poſterity of the Faithfull borne within the Church , have by their birth(not 
by their living to the next Lords day , or till they can be brought to 
Church ) intereſt in the Covenant and right to the ſealeof it , which ſure is 
Baptiſme ) and then what neceſſity there is , that they that are acknows 
lede'd to have right to that ſeale, ſhould yet not be permitted to have it, 
( as in caſe private B aptiſme be excluded , ſome of them infallibly ſhall 
not) I profefſe my underſtanding too thort toreach 3 And as ignorant 
I muſt confeſſe to be alſo , why, when they come to the Congregation,it 
ſhould be utterly unlawfull for them to be Baptized in the place where 
Fonts have hitherto beene placed. e. neare the doore of the Church , as the 
Direfory appoints ; A new ſcandalozs peice it ſeems of Popery , and Swperſti« 
tion, ( which is as dangerous as private Baptiſme , and therefore with it 
together forbidden) and yet very antient, and farre from any ſuper 
ſtious intent. 3 Baptiſme being at firſt in any convenient pond or river, 
as the Goſp2], and atter that 7uſt. Martyrtellsus, and is noted by the 
word Gio, which is litterally , to dope over head in the water, and 
by the word #9au-E19fe, a frimming or diving place, by which the Fathers 
expreſlſe the Font. But when Churches were built, then there was an 
erection allo of Bapiiſteria,at firſt withour, but after within the Churches, 
and thoſe placed near the Tgir2©&, or Porch of the Church, on no other 
deſigneundoubtedly, then to ſignifie the Sacrament there celebrated to 
be a rite of initiation Orentrance into the Church, (as the Chance/ or up* 
per part of the Charch was afligned unto the other Sacrament to ſignilie 

it to belong to thoſe only that were come to ſome perfe&jon) againit we? 

*tis not poſlible any thing ſhculd be cbjefted of wfitnes, but that the Mi- 

niſters voyce will not in | vg Churches ſo eaſily be heard by the whole 

Congregation, which it it may not be helpt, by railing his yoyce at that 

time, will not yet infuſe any Popery or Syperſtition into it, the charge that 

is here ſo heavily laid on it, (as well as that of wnfitneſſe) of whichif ic 
be guilty, Superſtition is become a ſtrange n3quitary, ready to fly aa 
xe 
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| $: ſe}f to any thing they will have it, andfhall as juſily befaſi'ned ÞY 

e on their negative, Or prohibition of Baptiſme in that place | it 3 0t zo be 
adminiſtred in the places where Fonts, &c.'| as upon our poſitive appointing Its 
For ſure if a ſignificant rite, or deſignation of place, &c. without any other 
guilt, then that it is ſo, be ſuperſtitious, an unſigniticant interdifion of It 
will be as much; and if the poſitive ſuperſtition be ro be condemned, the 
negative muſt be ſo alſo. 


10. For the preſcript form of Catechiſme, it is placed by our Churchin $,A, ,o, 


our Litzrgze, and as fit tobe placed there as any direfjons for Preaching 
can be in theirs, (which takes up ſo great a part in their Religion, and 
conſequently in their Dire@ory) the previous inſtruftion of youth being 
lo mach more zeceſſary then that, as a foundation is then any part of the 
ſuperſtruGure, that being neceſſary to the end onely, but this oyer and a» 
bove neceſſarie to make capable of the other neceſſary. Of this particular 
Catechiſme I might ſay ſomewhat, which would be worthy to be obſer- 
ved in theſe times, how much Chriſtian prudence the Chwrch hath ſhewed 
in it, in ſetting down for all to learn, onely thoſe tew things which are 
neceſſary tothe plaineſt and meanelt, for the dire&ion of Chriſtian faith 
and praftice; and if we would all keep our ſelves within that modera- 
tion, and propoſe no larger Catalogue of credenda to be beleev'd by all 
then the Apoitles Creed, as*tis explain'd in our Catechiſme doth propoſe, 
and Jay the greater weight upon conſideration and performance ot the 
vow of Baptiſme, and all the commands of God as they are explained 
(and {o the obligation, to obedience enlarged)by Chrilt,and then one= 
ly adde the explication of the nature and uſe of the Sacraments, in thoſe 
moſt commodious and intelligible expreſſions ( and none other) which 
are there ſet down, I ſhould be confident there would be lefle hating and 
damning one another (which is moſt ordinary for opinions ) more piety 
and charity, and ſo true Chriffianity among Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 
then hitherto hath been met with. Bur ſeeing, though this be fit to be 
laid, yet *tis unneceſſary in this place, this Catechiſme being not pur in 
ballance with any other way of inftrufing youth in the Dire&ory, but 
onely ſo/4 or calt away for nowght, and no money, nothing taken or offered 
inexchange toric, Iam ſuperſeded from this, and onely left to wonder 
why Catechizing of Children in the faith and knowledge of their vowed 
duty, (which Ihope is no ſtinting of their Spirits ) ſhould be one of thoſe 
burthens which *tis ſo neceſſary ſhould be thrown off, and not ſo much as 
con{ider'd in this Direfory. 


11. For Confirmation, which ( being a thing wherein the Biſhop is a Sect4l. 


party,will, I muſt expeft, be matter 0 


-- 


ſome envy and odixm but toname 
it, 
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it, and) being ſo long and ſo ſcandalouſly nmeglefed in this Kingd 
(thongh the re have alſo been ſevere and caretull in requiring it ) wi 
now not ſo eaftly be digeſted, having thoſe v#lgar prejudices againit it, 
yet muſtFmotttolemuly proteſle my opinion of it, That it is a molt 2 
cent Chriſtian-cuſtome, tending very much to edification. Which I ſhall inake 
g00d by giving you this view of the manner of it. Iris this, that every 
Refor of any Parilh, or Crate of charge, ſhould by a familiar way of 
C.ntechizing inſtru the youth of both (ſexes within his Cure in the prin- 
ci ples of Religion, to far, that every one of them before the uſuall time 


of coming to the Lord's Swpper, ſhould be able counderſtand the parti- 


culars of the vew made in Baptiſme for the credendz and facienda, yea and 
fugiend.a 1\{0, what mult be believed, what done, and what forſaken 3 and 
be able rogive an intelligent account of every one of theſe, which being 
done, every ſuch Child {ſo prepared, ought to be brought to the Biſhop 


for Coxfirmation. 'Wherein the intent is, that every ſuch Child attain'd/ 


to yeers of underltanding ſhall ſorgly and ſolemnly before God, the Biſhop, 
and the whole Congregation, with his own mouth, and his own conſent, 
take upon himlſelt the obligation tothat , which his Godfathers and 
Godmothers ih Baptiſme promiſed in his name, and before all thoſe re- 


verend witnefſes, made a firm publick renew'd promiſe , that by Gods 


help he will faithfully endeavourto diſcharge that obligation in every 
point of it, and perſeyerein it all the dayes of bis life. Which reſolution and 
promiſe ſo heightned with all thoſe jolemnities, will in any reaſon have 
a mighty impreſſion on the Child, and an influence on his ations for 
ever after. And this being thus performed by him, the Biſhop ſhall ſeve- 
rally impoſe hs hands upon every ſach childe( a Ceremony uſed to this 
purpoſe by Chriſt himſelt ) and bleſſe, and pray for bim,that now that the 
temptations of ſin, begin more ſtrongly, in reſpett of his age, to aſſault 
him, he may receive grace and ſtrength againſt all ſuch temptations or 
aſſaults, by way of prevetion and ſpeciall aſſiſtance, without which ob- 
tained by prayer from God, he will never be able todo it. This is the 
\umme of Confirmati)n, and were it rightly obſerved ( and no man ad- 
mitted to the Lads Swpper, that had not thus taken the Baptiſme-bond 
from the ſureties into his own name, and no man after that ſuffered to 
continue in the Church, which brake it wiltally, but turn'd out of thoſe 
ſacred courts, by the power of the keyes in excommmwnication ) it would cer- 
tainly prove, by the Sleſſing of God there begged, a mot etieuall means 
to keep men, at lealt within ſome tearms of Chrifti.m civility, from tal» 
ling into pc! enormous {ins ; and that the defaming and cailing, out of 
this ſo blamelcfle gainiull Order ſhould be neceſſzry or #{ef#ull co oo po- 

ICY 
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Ky, ſave onely todefend the Devil from ſo great a blow, and to ſuſtain 
and uphold his ang [0 I never had yet any temptation or motive to 
ſuſpeCt or imagine. Inſtead of conſidering any objc&ions of the adverſ7r)» 
againlt this {poctr- whether of Apoſtolicall or Eccleſiaſtical! diſcipline (which 
Inever heard with any colour produced) I ſhall ratherexprefſe my molt 
paſſionate wiſh unto my Freinds, thoſe who ſincerely wiſh the good of 
this Nationall Chnrch, that they will endeavour their utmoſt to revive 
theſe mean of regaining the purity and exemplary lives of all its mem- 
bers, when God by reſtoring our Peace ſhall open 2 doore for it. 

12. For the Solemmities of Buriall,as they are certainly uſeleſſeto them Seed. 42, 
who are dead, ſo are they not deligned by us but to the benefit of the 1: 
ving in Leſſons and Prayers upon thoſe occaſions, as alſo for the freeing 
us trom the imputation of r#deneſſe and wncivility ( which Chriſtianity 
teaches no body) to thoſe bodies which ſhall have their parts in the re- 
ſurreion, and to their memories, which the obligation ot kindred, friend- 
ſpip, at lealt the common band of Chriſtianity, make precious to usz and 
that it ſhould be neceſſary, and tend to edification,not to pray ſuch ſeaſoa- 
able Prayers, hear, and imprefſe upon our hearts ſuch ſeaſonable Leſſonry 
(at atime when they arc cxemplihed before our eyes, and our hearts 
being ſoftned with mourning, are become more malleable ) to perform 
ſuch laudable Chriſtian Cvi/3rzes, onely for fear we ſhould ( not pray 
but) be thought to pray to or for them,over whom, or near whoſe hearſe, 
or by or toward whom we thus pray, (which that we do not, our Prayers 
that then we uſe, areready to teltifie) is another unreaſonable, able to 
evidencethe power of prejudice and faftion to any that is not ſufhicient* 
ly convinced of it. 

13. For that of tbazkegiving after Childbirth, as it may be acknow- wy; 
ledged,to betaken up in proportion to, or imitation of Pxrificatien a= 
mong the Jews, {0 is it not thereby lyable 20 any charge of evil ; For herc- 
inis a marvellous miſtake among men, to think that becauſe the conti- 
nuing of circamcifion was ſo torbidden by St Paul, Gal. 5.2. therefore it. 
ſhould be lawful for any Chriſtian Church, to inſtitute any uſage which 
had ever been commanded the Ferws. For the reaſons which made'the re- 
taining of czrcamciſion {Oo dangerous , will not be of any force againit 
other cxſtomes of the Jews, as 1. That it was preſt by the Judaizing Chri- 
ſtians, as neceſſary to juſtification, Gal. 5. 4. which is in effe& the diſelaiming 
of Chriſt or of any profit, v. 2. or effe&, v. 4. by him, a falling ſrom2 grace, and 
renouncing the Goſpel. 2. Thatit was contrary to that /ibertic or manu- 
mitton from the Judaicall Law which Chrilt had purchaſed, v. x3.to have 
circamciſion rmpoled af a Law of Gods ſtill obligatory, when Chriſt by h - 

| cath 
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death hath cancelled it. 3. That ſome carnal profeflors,which oy fie 
Ol. 


by this means to eſcape the oppoſition, and perſecution, which then 
lowed thedoftrine of Chrilt, and profeſſion of Chriſtianity, did much 
boaſt that they put themſelves and their Diſciples in a courſe to void the 
crofſe, c. 6. 12. which is the meaning of that, v. 13. that they may glory in 
your fleſh, i.e. in your being circumciſed, as that is by Saint Pax! oppoſed 
to glorying in the Croſſe, v.1 4. 4. e. the perſecution that followed profeſſion 
of the Goſpel, as c- 5. 11. he mentions it as the onely reaſon ot his being 
perſecuted, that he would not Preach Circamciſim : agreeable to which is 
that of Ignatius i.1 Ep. ad Magneſ. Et uexi voy xgra vigor 'Tedeuinin, 8c. If wetil 
now live according to the Law of the Fews and circumciſion of the fleſh , we deny 
that we have reccived grace, for the divineſt Prophets lived according to Feſw 
Chriſt, and Ita Tero, for doing ſo were perſecuted : which they that deſired t9 
ayoid, and therefore would be circumciſed, or Preach circumciſion , thoſe 
are the men St Paul ſo quarrels with, as thoſe that would not ſ#ffer for 
Chrilts ſake,thatwere not much in love with that Croſſe of bis. o which 
a fourth reaſon may alſo be added,that many of the Ceremonies of the 
Law did prefignifie the future Mefſiar, and the teaching the neceſſity of 
ſuch obſervances as not yet aboliſht, is the profcling Chriſt not to be the 
Meſſias. All which notwithſtanding, it ſtill remains very poflible,thata 
rite formerly commanded the ers, not as ſignificative of the future Me 
fiar, but as decent in the worſhip of God, without any depending on it far 
juitification, without any opinion that the Fewiſh Law obliges ws,and without 
any fear of being perſecuted by the Jews, or conſequent compliance with 
them, may now be preſcribed by the Chriſt;an Church, meerly as a hw 
mane inſtitution, Judging that decent or uſefull now which was ſo then, 
and in this caſe it nothing elſe can be objefted againlt it,ſave onely that 
Ged oncethought fit to preſcribe it to his own People, there will be little 
fear of danger in, or fault tobe found with any fach uſage. Forit is an 
ordinary obſervation which Paulus F.ugius in his Notes on the Targum(2 
moſt learned Proteſtant ) firlt ſuggeſted to me, that many of the Jewiſh 
Ceremonies were imitated by Chriſt himſelf under the Gofe!. I might 
ſhew it you in the Apoſiles, who were anſwerable tothe gyppHy the miſſ 
or meſſengers among the Jews, and were by Chriſt our High-Prieſt ſent 
abroad to all Nations to bring in (that pecz/inm, which of all orhers he 
counted molt his dxc, having paid ſodear for it) linners to their Savi- 
our, as they were among the ers ſent by the High-Prieſt to ferch in the 
dues tothe Temple. Soalfſothe impoſition of hauds , a form of benedi(tion 


among the few, as ancient as Jacob himſelf. Ger. 48.14. In bleſſing Joſephs | 


ſons, and is often uled by Chr:ſt tothar tame purpoſe. And even the two 
Sacrament! 
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$xcraments are of this nature, Baptiſme related to the &:919ps? , waſbin gs 
uſed by them at the zniriating or admitting of Proſelytes, and Chriſts taking 
bread, and giving thanks, &c. after Supper 4 wherein the other Sacrament 
was firlt inſtituted) was dire&ly the poſt cenium among the Jews, nota 
eculiar part of the P aſſeover Feaſt, but a Ceremon after all Fealts, very 
uſuall among them. So the word ixxanvie, from the Aſſemblies civill or 
ſacred among the Fews, is made uſe of ro lignitie the Chriſtian Church, 
wh ich Chriſt was to gather together. So the Lords day one day in ſeven, 
iy 610064 0 to their $2bbath. So 7 pro Survpzr, Elders among the fews 
are brought by the Ap.,ſtles ro fignifie an Order in the Church, and Tp5cv- 
ns,Colledges of many of them together, called by Ionatins, ovxiuars lepd, 
ſucred Societies, 0vpBerit »y ouviyed,)) vs emrwore,, Counſellors and Aſſiſtants of 
the Bifhops ; and his ewidproy, ;y; Ep. ad Trall: are parallel to the Sanhedrim 
or Councellof Elders that were joyned to Miſes in his government, to fa« 
cilitate the burthen to him. The ſame may be ſaid of the Deacons which 
were an imitation of the [INT the Treaſurer or Steward among them,and 
conſequently the place, where the goods which they were to diltribute 
Fre kept, is parallel co their 1177 ) zaZorvaatur,the treaſury, and fo the 
I 


ſþop alſo, ſaith Grotivs, is a tranſcript of the PAR the bead of the 
Congregation. And the Patriarchs among Chriſtians are taken from the 


begs of the Tribes among them,called ordinarily by the 72 9gyorms merger 
#,and in the New Teftawent mrpiepzal, Adde unto theſe the Chriſtian 
Cenſure of Excommunication aniwerable totheir amowrepyia( whether it 
were from ſzcred or onely from civill Aſſemblies among them, it matters 
little, for the civil among them may be 2ccommodated to Eccleſiaſtical 
among Chriſtians, as in ſome of the fore-mentioned is acknowledped, 
and as the word 9299, which lignifties primarily any kind of Aſem- 
þ, and is ſotaken, Matth. 6. 5.is appropriated to a place of divine wor- 
ſipin other places) and the ſeverall degrees of it in the Chriſtian 
| Church, anſwerable to their Niddui, Cherem,and Schammztha; And ſo for 
Abpolution alſo. All this I have ſaid,and might adde much moreto make 
the demand appear no unreaſonable one, that it may be Jawfull for 
the Chxr/ch to uſe a cxſtome, which hath ſome reſemblance of ſome Ceremony 
' } in force ancicntly among the Jews, viz. that of the Purifi:ation of Women 
 Þ inoar Churching. Which objeftion being removed there will remain no 
ther, and then that ic fhould be imply znlawfuf or medifying, to take 
notice of the deliverance of each Woman, or to pay acknowledgement 
to God for it, and zeceſſ2ry to ſet up fuch Schools of ingratitude in the 
Church, is more then ingenu 4 1tu'e will ſuffer any Chriſtian to be- 
leve, upon che bare authority of rhele Aſemblers. 
| © 14. The 
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14. The Commmnion of the ſick , if it be ſuperſtition and Popery alſo, (ay 
ſureis implyed by the no mention of it at the viſitation of the ſick in the 
Direfory)*tis ſure of a very long ſtanding in the Church; the Canons of 
the Councels about the Lapfi and Excommunicate, that- generally take 
care that they ſhould have the Peace of the Church in extremic ( anſwer. 
able toour Abſoltion at that time) and if with exprefſions of penitent 
hearts they deſire it ; the Sacrament alſo, are evidences ſo clear of this 
cuſtome, that I ſhall not need prodace any teſtimonies ; thofe that are 
moved with the praftice of Antiquity being ſufficiently furniſhe with 
them ; If any man be unſatisfied in this, let him read the famows ſtory of 
the dying Serapion in Enſeius, 1.6.c.36. Andthatir ſhould be neceſſariety 
the edification of that Church, that this viaticwm, (as the Fathers call 
it) ſhould be denied every hwngring and thirſting traveller at that time 
when it might yeeld him moſt comfort, and our charity moſt inclines usto: 
allow it him, nay that the Church ſhould be thought to ſuffer by thatin 
any eminent manner (if it were il) which is done privately only to ſort 
particular, (and order taken that all publick/ylhould be warned to re 
ceive the Commumios frequently in the Church, and ſo not want it @ 
the bed, or trouble the Miniſter then for it )Jand conſequently the 
Church perhaps never hear of it, this is again a new kind of neceſo 
be fetcht from ſome under-ground Fundamentall Laws of 1 know 
whoſe laying;that the Chriſtzzn Church never heard of till theſe times. 

15. As forthe Service of the Commination, fitted for the firſt day of Le, 
which by denuntiations againſt rg fins under the Law , (ap 
pointed to be read to, and atteſted by the people , with an Amenof & 

knowledgement,that every ſuch offendor is by the Law curſed , not of Prop 
er that he may be ſodealt with in Gods jJukice ) is deſigned to bring men 
to humiliation and contrition for fin, the ſpeciall duty of that day and 
the enſuing ſeaſon, and cloſeth with moſt afteQionate prayers for ſuch 
penitents; it Is matter of ſome panic ſencelefle fears to ſome zgnoral 
men ( which arevery tender and paſſionate friends to their beloved fing 
and dare not ſubſcribeto the condemnation of them ) but very uſefull 
to awake eyen thoſeand all others out of this ſecurity, as a Feaver to cure 
the Lethargicks to kindle a fire abour mens ears, that they may ſeetheit 
danger, and make outtotheuſe of all Chriſtian means of repent ance 
and devotion, and laying bold on Chriſt to avert it ; andif ſuch a bug-bear 
as that of being thought to cſs our ſelves and freind, in the ſaying 
Amen to the threatnings (which will be true to all impenitents whethe 
we ſay Amen or no) be ſufficientto exercize ſuch an exorciſt , to caſt out 

the Church ſuch a powerfull means of bringing ſinners to repentance, 
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or if bare pours of the Aſſemblers without eicher hearing or objeft» 
ing againlt 1t, be enough to make it nereflary to be left out of our ſer* 
vice, the Divill wiltnever be in danger from his enemies , as long as he 
may have but the ſpell of the Dire. to put them thus to flight for 


him- _ 137 
Laſtly, for the obſervation of Lent;e5c. if rhey be confider'd in generall Se& 46. 
asFaſts, there will ſure be no zeceſſity to renounce them , the Jews had 
their Faſts as well as Feaits (and thoſe ſet publick , not onely voluntary 
trivate Faſts) and not onely that great day of Expiation appointed by God 
himſelf, but occaſional! ones appointed by men, and yet, when appoint- 
ed, as conſtantly obfery'd as that other, the Faſt of the fourth moneth, of 
the fifth, of the ſeventh, and of the tenth month. Zch. 8. 19. and under Chri- 
ſanity, though in the time of Chritts preſence with the Diſciples, they” 
faſted not, yet the faſting of Tobns diſciples, nay the twice a week of the Pha- 
nſees themſelves, is not (though mention'd yet) reprehended,, but im- 
plicicly approved by Chriſt, and of his own, ſaith he, they ſhould-wor 
have that immunity long, the dayes ſhould come when the Bridegroom ſhould 
betaken away (and that is ever fince Chritts aſcenſion ) ad then ſhall they 
auſtin thoſe dayes. *Twere eakie to juſtifie this through the writings , and 
wr praQiceof the whole Church of God, till theſe dayes of ws 
and: #3Nvule let looſe, till theſe dayes of animoſities and Epicuriſme, have 
made the uſage of Faſts by Papifts, a command to us not to uſe them, 
and concluded the abating any thing of our g/uttonzero be an intrench- 
ment.on our Chriſt;az Libertie, and both thoſe deceits together quar- 
eld all Chriſtian times of f,izg out of our prafice firk,then out of our 
= Kulender. This being ſaid in generall of faſting, the application- of this 
© totheſe fats of the Church, will be indiſputably tatisfafory to any, that 
FE ball but conſider the occalions of each of them, of the Lenten-faſt , the 
| known forrty dayes example of abſtinence in Chrift, whereupon ſaith St Je- x ;2.54, 
© rates Vnam quadrageſiman ſec: traditionem Apoſtolorum, &vc. Jjenunamus: We 1d Mar- 
= ſ&*the Lent according to the tradition of the Apoſtles. And Epipbanins Joyns cellan. 
| with him to make the Lent faſt an Apoſtolicall tradition, and others of the 
ients concurring for the pradice of it, if not ſo punQuall tor the tra- 
of 4tion; St Bafil may ſpeak for all in bows. 2. of Faſting, that there was no. 
e 
y 
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te, wor place, but kne:y it, and obſerved it. And then I know no meceſſitie of . 
delpiling Chriſts pattern, and Apoſtolicall praGice, unlefle it be the ſame 
which obliges to the deſtroying of Epiſcopacy (which as it is an imparitie 
x} ®Ppolite to the equez/itie of Prebyters, is clearly deducible from both thoſe 
f] Authorities, to which it ſeems 2h yeer is reſolved to prove fatall; ) that 
« lothere may be at length as little imitation of OF among us, as reverence 
+2 to 
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20 Apoſtles. Then for Rogation weeks though the originall or occaſion of 
that cannot be dedaced ſo high, bur is by Hiſtorians referred to Claud: . 
Mamertus Biſhop of Vienne in France, forthe averting of ſome Judgements, 
which on the obſervation of many inauſpicious accidents and prodi« 
gies wereſadly feared to be approaching, yet will it not be Neceſſary to 
turn the Faſts, or the Letanies, or the Services aſſigned to it out of the 
Church, as long as dangers are either preſent, impendent, or poſſible, or ins 
deed as long as there be ſins enough among us to abode us ill, or pro» 
yoke any wrath of Heaven, any judgements on us ; And when all thoſe 
occaſions ceaſe, I am content thoſe Services may be laid afide alfo, 3. 
when we meet altogether in heaven. Next, the Ember weeks are of great 
Antiquitiein the Church called the quatrer temporain the Latin Fathers 
1piper ( from whence Iconceive in the Engliſh Ember) in the Greek, and 
(beſide the firſt inftitution of them for quarterly ſeaſons of devotion, 
proportion'd toeach part of the yeer, as the firſt fruirs of every ſeaſon, 

11ethe whole, and each diviſion of it might be bleſt by it , and again 
beſide their anſwerablenes to thoſe foure times of ſolemn Faſt mention 
among the Fews, that we Chriſtians may not be inferiour unto them in 
that duty)an admirable uſe is aflignd tothem in the Church, in imis 
tation of the Apoſtles, AG. 13. 3. by Faſting and Prayer to prepare for the o 
dination of Miniſters immediately conſequent to every ſuch week , that 
God would ſend, and furnith worthy Infiruments of his glory to ſerwe 
him in that glorious Office, and till Miniſters are acknowledg'd to be 
generally ſo good, that cither they cannot or need not be better, til 
thoſe are alſo grown immortall (as the framers of this Ordinance ) and fo 
no uſe of care for ſucceſſion, Iſhall ſuppoſe it not over-neceſſary to precipt 
tate theſe out of the Church of Chrilt , but rather wiſh that there were 
in our Liturgie ſome Service appointed of Leſſons and Prayers for this pur: 
poſe, to be uſed conftantly on the dayes of Faſt through thoſe weeks. 

Thus have], as briefly as I could, examined all the pretended exube 
races of our Liturgie, which have required it thus to be morethen lanced 
eventoa deliquium anime, to many fainting ſits a long while, and at laſt 
to its fatal! period, if our Allemblers may be allowed of the 7ury,and this 
Ordinance haveleave to bethe execntioner; And as yet tothe utmoſt of our 
impartiall thoughts can we not diſcern the leaſt degree of Neceſſity, of 
any the moſt moderate fignification of the word, to own ſo tragicall an 
Exit. The leafs which have been ſpent in this ſearch, as it may ſeem wr 


_ neceſſarily, might perhaps have been better employed ; Yet will it not be 


unreaſonable to expe a favourable reception of them , when*tis con- 
ſidered, that by this means a farther labour is ſpared , there needing 
no 
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nofarther anſwer tothe whole body of the DireFory , or any. part of it, 
whea it ſhall thus appear, that there was no neceſſity for the change,nay 
(which I conceive hath all along been concluded )that the continu- 
ance of the Litmgie, unlefſe ſome better offer or bargain were propoſed 
to u3, is ill in all policy, in all ſecular or Chriſtian prudence moR neceſſary- 
And therefore when we have confidered the ſecond particular in the 
0:dinance, and to that annext a view of ſome ſeyerals in the Preface, the 


Readers task will be at an end,and his patience freed from the tentation 
of our importunity. - | | 


The ſecond thing then in the Ordinance is, that all the ſeverals which 2-48; 


this Ordinance is ſet to confront, are Statutes of Edward the ſixth , and of 
Oneen Elizabeth, all which are without more ado repealed by this Ordi= 
nance 3 Which I mention not as new a&ts of boldnefſe,which now we can 
beat leaſure to declame or wonder at, but to Juſtifie the calumniated 
Sons of this Church, who were for a long time offered up maliciouſly 
to the peoples hatred and fury,firit as iHegall uſarpers, and adders to Laws 
then as PopifÞly offefed,and the pattern of Queen Elizabeths time youched 
tothe confirming of this their Charge, and the Ere&jon of her very P;- 
Frere in ſome Churches, and ſolemnization of a day for her annnall remem- 
brance,(by thoſe who will not now allow any Saint, or even Chriſt him- 
ſelf che like favor )deſign'd to wpbraid thoſe wayes and reprove thoſe thonghts. 
It ſeemeth now tis a ſeaſon for theſe men to traverſe the ſcene, to pur off 
diſguiſes, and profeſſe openly and confidently, what till now they have 
been carefull to conceal, that their garniſhing the Sepulchre of Queen Eliza- 
beth was no argument that they were cardially of her Religion,or meant 
kindnefle fincerely to the Deen Elizabeths Reformation. Some ſeeds we 
know there were of the preſent: praftices tranſmitted hither from our 
Neighbour Diſcjp/inarians in the dayes of ©xcen Elizabeth,and ſome high 
attempts in private zeal in Hacket, and Coppinger, and Arthington, at one 
time, which when God ſuffered not to proſper, it was the wiſdom of 
others to call phrenſie and madneſſe in thoſe undertakers. And generally 
that is the difference of fate between wickednefle proſpering and milcar- 
rying, the one paſſcth for Pzety, the other for Fury. I ſhall now not af- 
firm, (or jJadge my Brethren) but meekly ask this 2xeftion, and leave 
every mans own conſcience to anſwer( not me, but) himſelf in it fin- 
cerely, and without partiality, whether if he had lived in the dayes of 
Deen Elizabeth, and had had his preſent perſwaſions about him, and 
the ſame encouragements and groands of hope, that he might proſper 


and go through with his deſignes, he would not then in the matter of 


Religion have done Juſt the ſame, which now he hath given his Vote, and 
taken 


> 78 KOPS E- 
Jeu iv 
i 8x08 Gpe- 
o7Þ  CmvovEd- 
is. E/:ft. ad 
Wlycar p.1gne* 
jo ad ſeriptos 


l (46) 
taken up Arms todo. If he ſay, oyt of the uprightneſle of his heart, hz 
would not; Ihzll chef onely asK whiy itis done now, what ill planet 
hath madethat poyſon- now, which wag then wholſome. foodywhy, Zucen Eli- 
zabeths Statntes ſhonld be now repealed, which were then ſo-laudep!e ? If 
any interyeniefit provocation, or any thingelſe extrinſccall to the matter 
it fel have made this change now neceſſary, this wilt be great injuſtice in, 
the Aﬀors.. Or if the examples of ſeverity in her dayes,(the: hanging of 
Coppin and Thacker, An. 1513. at St. Edmundsbyury, tor publiſhing Browns 
book, (faith Camber) which (ſaith Stow) p. 1174. was written againſt 
the Common Prayer back ) might then reftrain thoſe:that were contrary 
minded, know no reaſon why the Laws by which that was done, 
ſhould not ſtil] continue to reſtrain; or at:leaſt why Conſcience ſhould not 
be as powerfull; as Fear. From all this I ſhall now take confidence to 
conclude, that were there not many earlier teſtimonies to confirm it, 
this one Ordinance would convince the moſt ſeducible miſtaker of theſe 
two ſad truths. ot Ty, 

- 1, That thepreſervation of Laws, ſo long and ſo ſpeciouſly inſiſted 
on was bat an artifice of deſigne to gain ſo much either of authority to 
their Perſoxs, or of power and force into their hands, as might enable them 
to ſubvert.and aboliſh the moſt wholſome Laws of the Kingdom, and in 
the.mean time to accuſe others falſly of that, which it was not their 
znnocence, but their diſcretion, not their want of will, but. of opportunity, 
that they, were not realy, and truly, and perfeZly guilty, of themſelyes, 
that ſothey, may molt compleatly own and obſerve the principles by 
which they move, and tranſcribe that pra&ice, which hath been con- 
ſtantly uſed by the Presbyterians,( whereſoever they have appear'd) to 
pretend their careand zeal to /iberty,that by that means they may get in- 
to over (like Abſalom a paſſionate freind to juitice, when he had an: ztch 20 
be King; orlike Deioces in Herodotus, precuerS aps i7vs g Sigr© Wb; am- 

bition of Magiſtracy made him content to be jJuif )when as ſoon as they attain, 
they znclofe, and tyrannically make uſe of:to the enthralling and. enſla- 
ving all others ;.Eyen Laws themſelves, the enely Bounds and Bulwarks 


ui 1pimoey Of Liberty, which alone can ſecure it from ſervituze on one fide, and licenr 


tiouſneſſe on the other (which very /i:extiouſaeſſe is the ſureft way to ſer- 
vitude the lcentiouſneſſe of one implying the oppreſſi-w and captivity of 
ſome other, and being it ſelf in aJult weighing of things the greatelt 
* ſlavery as much as the mans own unruly paſſions are greater Tyrants 
then Laws, or lawfull Princes) are to belevelPd in their Jebu-march, to 
be accuſed and found at laſt the onely guilty things, and the ſame cala- 

| mity 
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mity deſigned to involve the pretended Enemies of Laws and the Laws 
themſelves. 

The ſecond truth that this unh appy Ordinazce hath taughtws,isthat Sc. zo, 
which awhile ago had been a Revelation, of a Myſtery indeed , Which 
would without any other auxiliary have infallibly quencht this flame 
(which now like another #na andVeſavims is gotten tnto'th cls 
ofthis Kingdom,and is there likely to rage for ever, if it be not aſſlwaged 
from Heaven, or determin'd through want of matter , by having -de- 
youred all that;is combuſtible) but now is a pretty vulgar obſervation, 
that hath no influence or impreſſion onany inan, and thereforel ſcarce 
now think ic worthy the repeating ; and yet..ro.conclude- this period 
\ fairly, I ſhall; 'tis onely this, That the framers of this Ordinance, th 
have ſo long fought for the defence of the eſt abliſht Proteſtant Religion will 

not have the Peace, unleſſe they may be allowed liberty co catt off and 
repeal,pvery of choſe Statuter, that of the ſecond and third of Edward the 
ſixth, ; M of the fifth and ſixth of the ſame King, that of the firſtof Quetn Dliza® 
beth, that of the fifth, that of the eighth of the ſame N_ (though natall at 
once, yet asfar as concerns the matter. in hand, by which-you'may be 
aſſured, that the fragments of thoſe Sratuter which remain yet unaboliſh- 
ed, are but reſeryed tor ſome Qther opportxmity, as ready for aſecondand 
third ſacrifice, as thus much of them was for this) by which the Prote- 
fant Religion ſtands eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, and in which the whole 
work of Reformation is conſummate, And all this upon no higher pre- 
tence of Reaſon, then onely a Reſolution to do ſo, a not being adviſed by 
their Divi nes to the contrary, and (to countenance the weaknefle of 
thoſe two motzves) a proofleſſe ſcandalous mention, or bare naming of m- 
nifold inconveniences, which might as reaſonably be made the Excuſe of 
Robbing, and Murthering, and Damning ( as far as an Ordinance 'would 
reach) all men but themſclves, as of abeliſbing this Litargie,' Lord Jay nat 
this ſin to their Charges Ks 2 
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CHAP. II. 


He Preface tothe Dire&ory,being the Oratour to perſwade all 
men to be content with this grand and ſudden change, to 11 
down with patience and mquanimity , all their right which 
* they had in the wererable Liturgie of the Church of England, 
and account themſelves richly rewarded, for doing fo, by this new tra« 
-med Direffory, begins ſpeciouſly enough, by ſeeming to q down the 
 onely reaſons, why our Anceſtors a handred yeers ago, at the firit Reforma» 
tion of Religion,were not onely content, but rejoyced alſo in the Book of Com» 
«mon Prayer;at that timeſet-forth 5But theſe reaſons are ſet down with ſome 
partialicy, there being ſome other more weighty grounds of the Refor- 
mers framing, and others rejyycing in' that Book, then thoſe negative ones 
whichchatpreface mentions, viz; the perfeCt reformation wrought upon 
theformer Litnrgie, the perfett conformity of it with, and compoflire;out 
-of the Word of God, the excellent orders preſcribed,and benefit to be reaped 
fromthe uſe of that Book, and the zo manner of real! objection, or excep- 
-tion'of any weight againſt it; All which ifthey had been mentioned; 
-as in alljuſticerhey ought; (eſpecially when you report not your owti 
judgements of it, but the Judgements of thoſe rejoycers of that age, wh 
have left upon record thoſe reaſons of their reJoycing )this Preface had 
ſoon been ended, or elſe proved in that firſt part, an anſwer or confuta- 
tion.of all that follows: But tis the manner of men now adayes,to con» 
ceal all that may nor tend to theiradvantage to be taken notice of, (a 
_ praftice reproached by honeſt Cicero, in his books of offices of life, in the 
ltory of the Alexandrian ſkip-man, that went to relieve Rhodes, and out 
' going therelſt of his fellows, ſold his Corn at ſo much more gain, by 
that. infamous artifice, though not of lying. yet of concealing the mention 
of the Fleet that was coming after)and to cut off the locks of that Samp» 
ſon whom they mean to bind, pare and circumciſe the claws of that 
creature they are to combate with ;T mean to ſet out that caxſe, and 
thoſe arguments at the weakeſt, to which they are to give ſatisfaCtion- 
And yet by the way, I muſt confefle, that even theſe weak arguments 
which they have named, are to me of ſome moment, as firſt, The redreſſ 
of many.things, which »: ere vain, erroneous, ſuperſtitious, and Idolatrows,which 
argues that all js not now involv'd under any of thoſe ticles, nor conſe- 
quently to ve aboliſpt, but turcher reform*d onely. 2. That they which 
did this, were wi'e a1 piow, which they that were, wonld never take 
pins co purge chat which was all drofle, theic wi/dom would Hors 
1e]pt 
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helpt them to diſcern that it was ſo, and their piety 95lige them to;rejeft 
ic altogether,and not toſave one hoof, when all was due to the common 
ſlaughter, 3. Jhat mwvy godly and learned men rejyced much in the Liturgie, 
which argues that alt .was not to' be detelted, nnlefle: either thefe men 


" now beſomewhat higher then God/y, or Learned, of that middle. fort of 


rationals, that Tambli:hus out of Ariſtotle ſpeaks of, betwixt God' and 
Man, the % Th8234e25,or unleſſe it be coutelt chat many Godly'ard Lear 
ed men may be miltaken in a matter of this moment,and.chen theſe may 


be alſo miltaken at this time. Kats nt 


;<@ V1. ko”). d-\ 
Having therefore made uſe of that artifige, mentjon'd ſome generall ScQ, 2, 


ſlight grounds of mens approving and rejycing in the new formed Litur- 
gie, the Compolers of- that Preface, 1 mean ſpeedily-to. weigh them 
down, with a heap of contrary ſad matter, ayd;then to Jeave it to the 
Readers judgement, whether'they arg.not his tfiends, thus-todiſabuſe 
him, and his lilly gopd-natur'd anteltors; that were thus ſlightly flac- 
terd into a good opinion of an inconveniont, if not miſchievous Litur- 


 gie. Great halt is therefore mage, and ſome-arts and; preparations uſed, 


towork upon the affefion more then judgement of the Reader: and this 
izdone by that Rhetocicall patherick-(troke[.Howbezty long ant, ſad, exper 
npxe hath made it manifeſt}, Words. gf ſome confideratign and. efficacy, 


but that they have one weak part in themy at 4»firmizy that &his age-is' 


yery ſubjeQ to, that of cauſlefſe and groundlefle calunmy. Forthow long 
Heyer, and. to murmurers, and paſſinate.lovers of nens and change, how 
ickſome and tedious {oeyer the experience of, this Lipggie hath been, 
tis notorioully certain that it hath. nor. been ſag, ſaveovely, again. ,to 
thoſe wb hoe bur on the other hide, a continual fox -and tide of.j.y to 
all true Engliſh men, toſee and obſerve the proſperity and flouriſhing of 
this Church, in a perpetuall ſwe!ling and growth , eyer fince the elta- 
bliſking of chat Proteſtant Liturgie aud Religion together among us, till ac 
laſt (about.the time when this vaſt calamity brake in+.upan ws) it was 
grown to ſuch an height, as was certainly never heard of '( or, by Enc- 
mies themſelves affirmed at any cther time to have been Yin this King- 
dom, or (were it not alittle like boaſting, to which yet you have conſtrain'tl 


 *%, ſhould adde) in any other part, of Europe allo tor theſe many hun+ 


dred yeers. TY <4 $380 4384-36 11 "<0; | 135:01-3 
But what is it that this ſo'falilyſuppoled [adgexperience hath made ma= 
nifeſt ? Why, that the Litgie uſed iz the Church'of England (notwithſtand- 
eng the pains and Religious intentions of the Compilers of it) hath-quree' d.an of= 
ſence, not onely to many of the Godly at home þat alſa to the Reformed Churches 
4 oad. "14 3 or RE 
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In which words we ſhall not take advantage of the Conftfion of the 
 Religiow intentions of the Compilers of our Litwrgie, which fignifies the 
effence here ſpoken of in their notion of it to be accepram, non datum, taken 
when it was not given; nor 2. Oppole thoſe religious intentions to'the irres 
ligions miſtakes of others, and accuſations of thoſe things which were 
ſo religiouſly intended; nor 3. Compare the reputations of thoſe Per- 
ſons which compiled that Litzrgie, whether in King Edwards ( Cranmer, 
Ridly, P. Martyr)-or in Queen Elizabeths dayes ( Parker, Grindall, Horn, 
Whitebead, &xc.) with the Members of this Aſſemb'y, much leſſe the intenti- 
ons of them, whith 111 the thouth of Enemies is acknowledged religion, 
with the intentions of theſe, which it we may meaſure by their more 
vitible enterprizes,'and the Covenant in which they have dffociated con» 
trarytoall Laws of God and men, we ſhall have rempration to ſuſpett 
not guilty'of over-nitreW R eligion,or good pi rpofe to the goyernment 
of this Kingdom nor4/edhfronethe mimber of thoſe others that are 
here confelt t6 be ple#ſed avt{berefned; againſt thoſe others that are ſaid 
tobe offernided,which were argument enough for that which is eſtabliſhed 
that conſidering the danger of change; it onght in all reaſon rather to 
ſtand'to pleaſe one ſort, and benefit them *ti]};then tobe pull'd down to 
corvply with theother.' Bat we {hall corflhe bar ſelves to that which 
the obſefors principally defigned) as a fiſt Feaſ#r fbr which our Uituys 
muſt be deſtroyed, becaxſes forſooth, fl ay they, it hath prov d an offence, &%. 
For the thorough examining of which reaſon, it will be neceflary to && 
quire intotheſethree things: 1.\What they meanby offence + 2. What 
eruth'there'tsin the affertlon;rhat rhe Limpte Bath" prov'd' oth the Gody 
at hom, and tothe Refurmid Churches abroad :* 3. How far that might bes 
reaſon of deſtroying that which proves an offence. | 
For the firſt, the word Offence is an equivocal miſtaken 'word', and by 
that means is many times a title of a charge or accrſation , when: there is 
no reall o&imeundet itz For ſometimes itt our Eng/iſþ language eſpect 
ally, it'is taken for that which any body is diÞ/eaſed' or angry at , and 
then ifthe thing be not ill in itſelf, that angeris a cayſeleſſe anger,which 
he that is guilty of,'hiuſt know to be a ſin, and humble himſelf before 
God for it, and fall intoit no more, and then there need no more beſaid 
of ſuch -fences, but that he that is or hath been angry at the Litmygis, 
"mult prove the Liturgze tO be rely zH;(which if it cond bedone herezthe 
matter of Offence would never have been ch arged on it, for that is ſet 
to ſapply the place of a greater 2cca/#tzoz}-or elſe confeffe-himſelf , of 
thoſe others ſo offered, to haveſinned by ſuch anger. But then 2: It we 
may gueſle of the meaning of the word by the reaſon which is bronght 
ks to 
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toproyethe charge{PFarxor toſbe this 10 Jitis.(ct hero to! ſigarfie;r The 
burthen ofreading.all the Prayers ; 2. The many unprofitable burtbenſome Ce 
remonier, which hath occaſioor d.miſehief by t6ſqureting the Confaiences of thoſe 
that cauld not yeeld to-them, and by depriving them of the Ordinances: of God, 
which they night not enj,y mazbont conforming or ſubſcribing td thoſe Ceremonies. 
To proceed then tothe ſecond thingswhat jruth chereis.in.this Aﬀer- 
tion, and viewit inthe ſeyera]s of the proot. HEOTIENTT 

For the firſt;of theſe, the bxrthen: af reading tbe Prayers 4 it they. were Se. 5, 
enough to prove the Lirurgzecoffenſave; all Chrittian vertues would be in- 
yolv'd in that charge, becaute they have all ſome burthen and difficul+ 
ticin them, and for thisparticular; ſecing we ſpeak to Chriſtzans-we 
might hope that the Service would not pale for a, burthes to the Gqd:y 
(whoare here named) j.e. toimindstruly devort,if it were lariger then 
iris:and that ic may not do fo, Tamfſlre it-is very prudently Framed 
with as much varicty,and as moderate length of each.part,as could be 
imagined, and ſure he that ſhall compare the praftices, will find the 
bmthen and length both co Miniſter and Peop!e to be as great , by obſer» 
vingtbepreſcriptions in the Direfory,inthetfhorteſt manner,as this that 
onr-Litzrgie bath deligned. 3.. For the many amprofitable:burtbenſome Ceres 
mozes. Every of thoſe Epithets is a ca/uhmy; for 1. They ate not many, 
Tothe People I am ſure, For kneeling and. ſtanding, which ate the onely 
Gremonies in the daily Service, will not make up that number{(and for 
the reſt, thereis but a ſuperaddition of ſome one!in each Service.) As for 
ſting bare, it reaſon it ſelf will not preſcriþe that civility tobe paid to 
God in the Houſe of God, (where without any politive precept,) Facob put 
off us ſhooes from off hut feet) neither doth our Litzrgie preicribeit. 2: The 
are not zrprofitable, but each of them tending to 4 em the ene” 
towhich they are annext, kneeling to increaſe our humility, and joynthe 
body wich the ſoze! in that duty of adoration, ſkanding toeclevate and again 
to joyn-with the ſol in Confeſſion of God and © Thanksgiving, and the ret 
proportion'd to the bulineſfle in hand ; and 3. If not waxy, not wnprofit- 
able,then not burthenſome alſo.' As tor the diſquieting the Conſcience of 

ne”y godly -Miniiters and People, who-cquld not yeeld tothe Cenemanies ;1 
anſwer, that by what hath formerly been ſaid, and the no-obje&ion in 
this Dire&ory againſt any ſuchyit appears that 'ther& igno'Cerentonue .ap- 
pointed in our Lzzurgie which is improper or 'impertinent to thee 'a ion, to 
which itis annext, much lefle init ſelf u2/awfull. And then-for mens Con- 

ſciences to he diſquietedyit arguezthat they have not, in that manner , as 
they ought, delired infirmation ; as-tor Miniſters, we know that all that 

have been received into that Order, have ny ſubſcribed to them, 
2 and 
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and conſequently have receded from their own fubſeription, it they have 
after refuſedto conform. And wedefiretoknow what tender reſpe& wil 
be had tothe Conſciences'of thoſe,'who ſhall ſubmirt-to your Direfory, 
and afterwardirefufe to conformanto it. 'lamſare the denuntiationg 
whichwehave heard of againſt the drſſenting Brethren,about the matter 
of. Jwiſdiftion.und Cenſures (and now latdly concerning the depravers of 
your Direfory) have been none of the mildeſt, although thoſe are your 
own fellbow-Members, that have iaflilted:you! as afteCtionately'in the 
grand Cauſe as any, and never madethemſelves liable to your ſeyerj, 
tic, by having once confornied to you in thoſe particulars. And fo 3, 
For depriving them of the ordinances of Gedyec. it that were the puniſpment 
appointed for the olſt;nate and refraGury, tis no more then the Laws of 
the Land:appointed forebeir Po#tionzand in-that ſure:not without an 

example in Seriptmre:and'Apaſtolicall praftice, who appointed ſuch per« 
verſe Perſins to be: avoided; which is a cenſarre as high as any hath been here 
on ſack. inflited. What Ordinances they were of which ſuch men were 
deprived, I conceive is [pecified by the next words, that ſandty good Chrix 
ſtiaus have:been by means thereof kept fromtbe Lords table, which mult needs 


Tefer to thoſe that wovid not knee! there, arid why that ſhould be. fo 


anreaſonable,'when the very Direfory Iayes the matter ſo, that none 
ſhall receivEwith them who do not ſi, there will be little ground , a 
lefle it bethat no poſture inthe Servite of God can be offenſive , but one 
ly that of kxeeling, which indeed hath bad rhe very ill luck by Socinap 
in his Tra& De Ce7ia Pomina, to be turn'd ont of the Church as Idolo- 
latricall (wich whom to affirm theſame will be as great a complyance,ai 
kneeling can be with the Papiſts.) And by thele as ſaperſtitiow at leaf, 
I know nor'for what guilt, except that ot too much hxmility, as being 
in M. Archer bis Divinitie, 2s betore I intimated., a betraying of one 
;of the greateſt comforts in the Sacrament ;- the j#tting fellow Kings with 
Chri$ in ku earthly Kingdom, contefling thereby that ſome mens hearts 
are (© ſet on that earthy Kingdom: that the hope of an Heavenly Kingdom, 
will not yeeld them comfort, unleſſe they may have that other in the 


way toit ; andwithall telling us, that.þe and his Compeers are thoſe 
men. ! e 1 "| 


-. Having ſuryey'd theſe ſeveralls', and ſhewed how un'uſtly the 


charge of Offence is laid on the Lytrgie, and how little *tis prov'd by 


theſereaſons,l ſhall onely adde , that the propolition pretended. tobe 


thus proved by theſe particulars, is much larger then the proofes can 
be imagined to-extend. For part of the propolition was, that the Litur 


:y was. offence. to the Refurmed Churthes abroad, lo which the | For ] is 


immediately 
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immediately annext , as if it introduced fome proofe of that alſo. But 
cis apparentzthat the proofes ſpecified inferre not that , for neither the 
burthen of reading is rffence to them , nor are their Conſeiences diſquieted, 
nor they deprived of Gods ordinances by that means. In which reſpe&'tis 
neceſſary for us to conclude, that the word Offence, 'as applyed to them 
nor are their Conſciences diſquieted. nor they deprived of Gods ordiance by that 
meanes. In which reſpe& tis neceflary forus to conclude, that the word 
Offence, as applyed to them, is taken inthat other notion, that they are 
diſÞ.exſed and angry at it. To which wethen muſt anſwer, that althaugh 
there isno guilt inferred from the undergoing this fate of being diſliked 
by ſome, but rather that it is to be deemed an ill indication to be ſpoken 
well of by all, yet have we neyer heard of any Forrreigne Church which 
hath exprelt any ſuch offence; the utmoſt that can beſaid, is ( and yet 
not ſo much as that is here ſuggelted ) that ſome particular men have 
exprelt ſuch diſlike; to whom we could eaſily oppoſe the judgement of 
others more eminent among them who have largely expreſt their ap*= 
probation of it. And tis obſervable, that Calvin himſelf, when from 


Frankfort he had receiyed an odious malitions account of many parti- Vid.troub. 
culars in our Litrzy ( as any: will acknowledge that ſhall compare the * Fra ?- 


reportthen made,with what he finds )though he were ſo far tranſport- 
ed as tocall them neptias;follies, yet addes the Epithet of zolerabiles,that 
though ſuch, they were yet tolerable. And therefore 
- In the third place, I may now conclude, that if all that is thus af- 
icnz*d to prove the Offence in the Litzrgie, uſed in the Church of England 
were (after all this evidence of the contrary) ſuppoſed true, yet is it no 
argument to infer the Juſtice of the preſent deligne which is not reforms 
ing, but abo/iſhirg both of that and all other Litzrgie. Were there Offence 
in the length of the Service, that /ength might be retorar'd, and yet Liturgie 
remain ; were there: fence in the Ceremonies, or miſchief in the puniſbing 
them that have not conformed, thoſe Ceremmies might be left free, that 
Conformity be not thus prelt, and ſtil] Litzrgie be preſerved inviolate. As 
for the forreign Churches, 1. I ſhall demand, whether onely ſome are 
thus offended, or all. Not all, for ſome of the wiſelt in theſe Churches 
have commended it ; and it ſome onely, then it ſeems others are not of- 
fended, and why muſt we be ſo partiall,as to effend and diÞ/eaſe ſome, 
thac we may eſcape the offending others? nut ſure becauſe we more 
eſteem the judgements of the latter, for by the Apoſtles rule the weaker 
men are, the more care mult be taken, that they be not offended. 2 I thall 
ſuppoſe that their Litargie, or their having none at all, may poſlibly of- 
fend as,and then demand why they ſhall not be as much obliged to 


change 
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change for the ſatisfying of us, as we of them? I am aſhamed to preſſe 
this illogicall diſcourſe too far, which ſure never foreſaw ſuch exami- 
nation, being meant onely to give the People a formall ſpecious fhew 
for what is done, a heap of popx/ar Arguments, which have of late gotten 
away all the cultome from Demorſtrations, and then, S7 poprs/us vu't deci- 
pi, decipiaturyif the tame Creature will thus be taker, any fallacy, or Topicke 
doth as well for the turn, as it Excli4 had demonſtrated it. 

In purſuit of this popular Argument it follows, that by this means, 4. e. 
of the Litrgie, divers able and faithfull Miniſters were debarred from the exer- 
ciſe of their Miviſtery, and ſpoiled-of their livelyhood to the undomg of them and 
their Families. To which 1 anſwer. 1, That it this be truezit is very ftrange 
that ſo few of this preſent Aſſembly were of that number. For of them 
Lmay ſurely ſay many, very many in proportion , were not debarred of 
the exerciſe of their Miniſtry , were not deſpoyled of their lzvelybhood, &c. 
And if any one was, which I profefſe I know not, I beleeve it will be 
found, that the ftanding of Liturgie brought not thoſe inflictions upon 
him. The concluſion from hence will bezthat either theſe preſent Aflem- 
blers concurred not in judgement with thoſe many able and faithful Minis. 
fters, ( and then why do they now bring their Arguments from them, 
whole judgement they did not approve and follow? ) or elſe that they 
were not ſo valiant, as to appear when ſufferings expeR&ed them, or elſe 
that they had a very happy Rainbowe hanging over their heads to avert 
from them that common ſtorme. But then ſecondly, It might be conſider- 
ed, whether thoſe mentioned penalties have not been /egally, and by A&t 
of Parliament,inflicted on thoſe who ſuffered under them,and then whes- 
ther that will be ground ſufficient to aboliſh a Law, becauſe by force 
thereof ſome men that offended againſt it have been pwnifhed. Thirdly, 
whether ſome men did not chooſe nom conformitie as the more inſtrumental 
to the exerciſe of their Afiniftry, changing one Pariſs tor the whole Die 
ceſſe,and Preaching oftner in private Families, then any other did in the 
Church, and withall, whether this had not the encouragement of being 
the more gainful! trade, of bringing in larger Penſions, then formerly 
they had recciv'd T:thes. Fourthly, whether the puniſhments inflited on 
{1c h, havenot generally been interiour to therigoxr of the Statute, and 
not executed on any who havenot been very anpeaceab/e, and then whe- 
therunpeaceable perſons wouid not go neer to fall under ſome mul&s, 
whatever the Form of Government, what ever the Church Service were, 
none having the promiſe of mnberiting t# yr, the Land of Canaan, an 

&appy proſperous lite in this world, but they whoſe meekneſſe and obedi- 
ence to Laws bavye-given them a claim to that priviledge. Fifthly, whe- 
ther 
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ther the number of thoſe, who by Ordinances have lately been fo debarred 
| of the exerciſe their Miniſtry, and ſpoiled of their livelyho:d , have not been 


far greater then all thoſe together, that ever the Litzwrgie thus offended 
fince the Reformation. Sixthly, whether this Dire@ory, ſhould it be efta- 


bliſht, would not be ſo impoſes, that they which obey it not;ſhall be ſub- 
jet tothele or the like penalties. | 


Tis added in the next place to raiſe the cry, and encreaſe the Odium, Seft.g. 
and to involve the Prelates and the Limmrgie in the ſame calamity, ( for Þ:3- 


otherwiſe what hath the Prelates laboring, &c. todo with the Liturgie) 
That the Pre/ates and their Faltion have laboured to raiſe the eſtimation of the 
Litn-gie to ſuch an height, as if there were no other worſhip, or way of worſbip of 
God among us, but onely the S ervice-book , to the great hindrance of the Preach= 
ing the Word. To which I anſwer, 1. That this or any other a&ion of 


the Prel/ates, if {yppoſed never ſo true, and never ſo extravagant, is wholly 


extrinſecall and impertinent to the bulinefle of the Litrgy, and the more 
impertinent, by how much the more extravagant, ſuch ations being eaſily 
coerced, and reduced by and according to therwle, and ſuch unreaſon=- 
able enhaunſments ſeparable, without any wound or violence to the 
Liturgie. Givethe Liturgie its due, not its »ſurpedeſtimation, and we are 
all agreed. 2. *Tis here acknowledged that this was but labored, not 
affirmed that it was effeed, and then this ſure is too heavy a doom on 
the Litzrgie, for that their labouring : we do not find that St Par! was 
froke dead, like Herod, becauſe the Lycaonims meant and laboured to do 
ſacrifice unto him. AC. 14. 16, But then 3. he that ſhall confider who they 
are which make this objc&;on, will ſure never be moved by it. For cer- 
tainly they that have formerly ſet the prime of their wits and endea- 
vours to v2/ifie and defatne the Liturgie;z and now that they think they 
bave power, have abſolutely aboliſÞt it, will go neer to be partiall when 
they are toJudge of the dwe eſtimation of it ; they that declaim at Biſhops 
for advancing it, will they be Jjuſtand take notice of their own con- 
temppts, which enforced the Biſhops thus to reſcue and vindicate it? I 
ſhall not expeR it from them, nor, till then, that they will deliver any 
more then popular Pew! of truth in this matter. For 4. the Prelates have 
not raiſed the book to an higher eſtimation then the Law hath raiſed it, 
that is, that it may be obſervedſo as may moſt tend to edification, nor do 
wenow defire 2ny greater height of value for it, then you for the Dire- 
dorie, T (hall adde, nor fo great neither, for we do not exclude all other 
as wilawfull,as you have done,and then Iam confident God will not lay 
tha t charge on us,which you do on the Pre/ates, nor any manthat ſhall 
conlider how different our Titles are;though our c/aims not proportion'd 
to 
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tothem. A peice of modeſty and moderation which we challenge you to 
tranſcribe from us. 5. All this all this while is a meer Ca/wmny , it by 
the Scrvice Book is meant the we of the prayers in the Litwgie, tor no Prelate 
ever affirnyd, or is known to have thought, that there is 79 other way of 
worſ-ip of God, but that among, us. But then 61y, We adde that this way 
of publick prayer by ſet Form, the onely one eltabliſht by Law, (and to ſure 
to beefteem'd by us before any other) is allo in many reſpetts the molt: 
convenient for Pxblick worſhip, of which affirmation we (hall ofter you 
no other proof or teltimony, then what Mr Calvin, whom before we 
named, hath given us in h# Epii7/e to the Proteftor, in theſe words , rod 
ad formulam, &c. As for Form of Prayers, and Eccleſiaſtical Rites, 1 very much 
approves that it be ſet or certain. From which it may nat be law full for the P aſtors 
in their FunCtion to depart, that ſo there may be proviſion made for the ſimplicity 
and unihilfulneſſe of ſome, and that the conſent of all the Churches among them- 
ſelves may more certainly appear : and laſtly alſo, that the extravagant levity of 
ſome, who affc& novelties, may be prevented. So probable was my conjeRure, 
that at firſtI interpoſed,that the men that had here impoſed upon their 
fellows ſo far, as to conclude the abolition of Liturgie neceſſzry, were thole 
that undertook to reform Cenevaas well as England, to chaltiſe Calving 
eſtimation of it, as well as that.of our Prelates. | 

As for that pompous cloſe, that this hath been to the great hindrance of the 
P reaching of the Word, and to the j:iſiling it out as nine] iy, or at beſt inferiif 
to the reading of Common» Prayer. 1 anſwer, 1. That the Litnrgze, or the jaſt 
eſtimation of it, is perfety uncapable of this charge; it being ſo far from 
hindring, that it requires the Preaching of the Wordgaſſignes the place where 
the Sermon ſhall come in, hath Prayers for a bleſſing upon it. 2. Thatif 
any where Sermins have been negleCted, it hath. not been through any 
default cither of the /ength or eſtimation of the Litnrgie, for theſetwo, it 
F a@ion and Schiſme did not ſet them at oddes, would very friendly and 
peaceably dyell together, and each tend much ro the proficiencie and 
gain which might ariſe from either; Prayers weuld prepare us to hear as 
we ought, z. e. topraGtice alſo; and Sermon might incite and ſtir up the 
languiſking devotzow, and cnliven and animate it with zeal and fervencie 
in Prayer. And conttantly the more we eſteemed the Ordinance, and {et 
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that in many places the Sermon hath Jufled out the Common Prayers, and 
pon ſuch a provocation, { and onely to prevent the like partiality or 
oppreſſion) it may be juſtnow to adde, thar as long as the Liturgie con- 
tinues in it's legall poſſeſſion in this Chwrch, there is no other legall way 
(as that lignifies, commanded by Law Jof the publick worſhi of God among 
, and although that voluntary Prayer of the A1rniſter & fas Sermon, 
when it is uſed, is a part of the worſ9ip of God, (as all Prayer is ) yet is ic 
not preſcribed by the Law,nor conſequently can it without uſurpation 
cut thort or take away any part of that time which is by that aſſigned 
tothe Linrgie 3 the free will ;fferings, though permitted mait not ſupplant 
the daily preſcrived oblations, the Corban mult not excuſe the not honour- 
ing of Parents, the cuſtomes which are to/erated, mult not evacuate or ſu- 


mo theprecepts of the Church. As for Sermons, which in this period ' 


cem the onely thing that is here oppoſed to Liturgie; I hope they donot 
undertake tobe as eminent a part of the worſhip of God among us as 
Prayer. It they do, I multlefle blame the poore ignorant people , that 
when they have heard a Sermun or two think they haveſerved God for 


all that day or week, nor the generality of thoſe ſeduced ones, who 


place ſo great a part of Pjetie in hearirg, and think ſo much the more 
comfortably of theraſelves from the number of the houres ſpent in that 
Exerciſe , which hath of late been the onely buſineſſe of the Church, 
(which was by God initil'd the Houſe of Prayer) and the Litmrgie at moſt 
uſed but as ſick to entertain the Auditors till the Aftors be attired, 
and the Seats be full, and it be time for the Scene to enter. This if it were 
te, would ayow and jultifie that plea in the Goſpel | Lord open unto us, 
fir thou baſt t aught in our ſtreets | i, e. we have heard thee Preach among us, 
Which ſure Chriſt would not ſo have detamed with an| IT will ſay unto 
ther, go yous crerſed, &c. | if it had beenthe prime part of his worſhip to be 
ich hearers ; the conlideration of that place will give us a right notion 
ef this buſinefſe, and *tis this, that hearing of Sermons, or what elle ap- 
pointed by the Church tor our zſtra&:o7n, is a duty of every Chriſtian 
preſcribed in order to pradice or good lite, to which knowledge is neceſ- 
larily preparative, and fo, like many others, aus imperatus, an att com> 
manded by Religion; but fo far from being it ſelt an immediate or elicite 
« of worſhip preciſely or abſtsaQly,as it B bearzng, that unlefle that 
porcionabes pratice attend it,*tis but an aggravation and accumu= 
tion of our guilts, the bleſſedneſſe not belonging tothe hearmgy but the 
[and keeping the Ward of God | and the go youCurſed, to none more then to 
thoſe, that hear and ſay, but do not : and tor the title of worſhip of God, 
whether outward or inward outwardly exp, orall Prayer certainly,and 
1p attn 
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adoration of God is the thing to which that mok ſpecially belongs,as may 
appear, Pſal. 95. 6. where that of worſhipping is attended , with falling 
down and kneeling before the Lord outr maker.And even your Direltory,though 
it ſpeak extream high of Preaching the Word, yet doth nor it ſtile it « 
part of Gods worſbip, as it doth the reading the word of God in the Congreg 4. 
tion, p- 12. becauſe indeed our manner of Preaching us but an hamane 
thing, and the word of man. This I ſhould not here haveſaid, becauſel 
would be ſare not todiſcourage any in the attending any Chriſtian duty 
(and ſuch I acknowledge hearing to be, and heartily exhort all my Fel. 
low-Labonrers in their ſeverall Charges, to take heed to Dofrine, to Reprodf, 
to Exhortation, to be as frequent and diligent in it, as the wants of their 
Charges require of them ; and my fel/ow-Chriſtians alſo, that they give 
heed to ſound Do@trine, that they require the Law at the Prejſts month, as of s 
meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts, and again to take heed how they hear but the 
«x:po\eyia,or improprictie of ſpeech, that Iſay no more, that is in this mat» 
ter diſcernible in the words of the DireForie, and the conſequent dans 
gers which experience hath forced usto obſerve in them,who place the 
worſhip of God eſpecially in hearing, have extorted thus much trom us, 
which may be uſefull to give us a due valuation of Sermon and Prayer 
thre former asa 4ty of a Chriltian, the latter a duty too, and an elicite 
aZ, a prime ſpeciall part of worſhip alſo. 
And whereas*tis added, that the Lituroic by many is made no better then 
* an aol, 1. That is a ſpeech of great cxming, but withall of great uncha 
tableneſſe : cunning, in ſetting the words 1o cautiouſly thus , not an Toh, 
but | xo better then |(as they, that will r2y/, but would not pay for th 
whoſe fear doth moderate the petulancy of their ſ/een, and covetouſneſe 
keep them from letting any thing fall that the Law may take hold of 
are wont to do) and yet withall ſignifying as odiouſly as if it had been 
made an Izotindeed. Whereas the plain licerall ſenſe of the words if it 
be taken, will be this, that an 1d>{is not worſe then our Conmon-Prayer 
Bock is to many, or that it is xfed by many as ill as an To! is wont to be 
#ſed;which is then the molt bitter peice of wncharitab/eneſſe,if not ground: 
ed on certain knowledge, and that impoſlible to be had by others, as 
could be imagined. The truth is, this Dire&orze hath now proved that 
there is a true ſenſe of the{Awords, the Compilers of which hath demon 
ſtrated themſclves to bethoſe many that have made our Liturgie no bet- 
ter then an 1411], have dealt with it as the good Kings did with the abomi 
nations of the Heathens, brake it in peices, ground it to powder, and thrown 
the duſt of it into the Brook; for abolition is the plain ſence for which that 
is the metaphor, But then 2. *Tis poſſible, the ca/me meaning of _ 
04105 
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adi-u5 words is no more then this, that many have given this an eſtin ts 

;in higher then ic deſerves. If any ſuch therebe, I defire nv to be their 
advocate, having to my task onely the vindication of it's Juſt eſteemez 

but yet cannot relilt the temptation which prompts me to return to 
ou,that ſome mien as neer the go/den meanas the 4 ſſemblers, have ſaid 
thelike of Preaching, though not exprelt it in ſo large a D:clamatory fi- 
gure 3 and I ſhall ask, whether you have not poſlibly given them ſore 
occaſion to doſo(as great perhaps as hath been given you to paſle this 
ſentence on them) at leaſt now confirmed them in ſo doing.by applying 

or appropriating to the Preaching of the word( in the Modern notion of 

it, and as in your Dire@Fory it is diftinguiſht from reading of the Scriptures) 

the ticle which St Par! gives to the Guſpel of Chriſt, ſaying , that it #5 the 
Power of God unto Salvation, and one of the greateſt and moſt excellent works of 

the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, p. 27. which former clauſe of power of God, exc. 
though it be molt truly affirmed by S. Paul of their Preaching the Goſpel, 

and alſo truly applyed or accommodated to that Preaching or inter= 
preting of Scripture, which is the 4p 7ui, the dre application of the Scri- 
pture rule toparticular cales, yet is it not true in univerſum , of all that 
isnow adayes call'd Preaching, much of that kind being own Suyare, of 

4 mortiferous poyſonous favour, not to thim that periſh, but tothe molt 
Chriltian auditory it meets with; And that the railing of every Pulpit- 
Ralſpakeb, the ſpeaking evil of Dignities, &c. ſhould be itiled the powder of 

God to Salvation, I have little temptation to beleeye. And whether the 
htter clauſe be true allo, I refer you to St Ayz. Ep. 180. a4 Honorat. 
where ſpeaking of damages that come to the people by the abſence of the Mini- 

fter, and conſequently of necefſaria Miniſteria, the ſpeciall, uſefill neceſſzry 

affs of the iniſtery, he names the Sacraments, and receiving of Penitents, 

and giving of comfort to them, but mentions neither Praying nor Preaching 
 Inthat place. I ſhall adde no more, but that ſome have on theſe, and the 
like grounds, been tempted toſay, that you Idolize Preaching, becauſe 
you attribute ſo much to any the worſt kind of that, above what others 
have conceived to beirs due proportion. And yet we hope you think 

not fit to aboliſþ Prexching on that ſuggellion, and conſequently , that ir 
wilt be as unjult £0 a/ol:ſÞ Liturgie on the like,though it ſhould be prov'd 

' atrue one, this being clearly the fault of ſrn,and not of Lirurgie, as 
that even now of the Lycaonzans and not of Pax), eſpecial] y when the ma- 

| ny, which are affirmed to havethus offended, by Idolizing the Litargze, 
| arefſaid to be ignorant and ſuperſtitious, whole faults, and errors,and im- 
prudencies, it they may prove matter ſuthcient for ſuch a ſentence, may 
alſo rob us of all the zreaſures we have, of _— Bibles an d Sozls alſo. For 
; | 2 thus 
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thus hath the Goſte! been uſed as a Tyiappe, or charm, and that is but 
little better then an 14o/,and ſo have ſomeperſons been had in admiration, 
and le/eived as if they were infallible, and 1o in a manner 1412/4 alfo, 
and that this ſhould be a capitall crime in them, that were thus admi- 
red, would be a new peice of ſeveritie, that tew of Dracy's Laws conld 
,arallel. 
: The next charge (which is an appendant proof of this )is that the 
People pleaſing themſelves in their preſence at that Service, and their Lip=labour, 
in bearing a part in it, have thereby hardned themſelves in their ignorance , and 
careleſneſſe of ſzving knowledge and true piety. To this I anſwer, 1. That 
*tisno fault to be ſo pleaſed with preſence at that ſervice ( the congregation 
of many Saints is to any a pleaſing company )and therefore if ic were 
immediate to, and inſeparable from the Litnrgie, wauld not be a charge 
againſt ir, nor in any probabilitie binder, but advance the deſire, and ac- 
quiſition of ſaving knowledge and trae piety,which is there propoſed,to all 
that arepreſent at the Litxrgie.But if the phrate ignite being pleaſed with 
the bare preſence, or the being preſent, and doing nothing ot that they 
come for, as the Lip-/abour ſeems to denote the hard /aboxr of the /ip,and 
not Joyning any zea/or intention of the heart, it is then bat an wncharx 
table cenſure again, if it be not upon certain knowledze, and it ic be,”tis as 
incident tothat order of the DireFories propoling , as to our Liturgies 
One may pleaſe himſelf with a bare preſence at Sermon, and either ſleep it 
out, or think on ſome worldly matter; one may ſay all or moſt of the 
Miniſters Prazer atter him, and itgh and groan at every period, and ſas 
tisfie himſelf that this is a gallant work of piety , but cruly Lwould be 
unwilling to be he that ſhould paſſe this centure on any, whoſe heart I 
did not know (tor ſure it is nor neceſſary that any man ſhould leave his 
heart at home, when his body is preſent, or employ it on ſome thing elſe, 
when his Lips are buſted either in our Litnrgie or that Direfory prayer,) 
nor, it I did (o,ſhou}d Ithink that the Diredories order for worſ ip ſhould 
be rejefted for this fault of hers, if there were nothing elſe ro be ſaid 
againii it. As for the Peoples bearing a part in the Service, which ſeems to 
reter to the reſþozſes, this hath had an account given of it already. 
Onely in the whole period pur together, this ſeems to be infinuated, 
that the ſaving know/edge, and trxe piety, is no where to be had, bur in 
th:ſe Sermons, which arenot uſhered in with the Liturgie ; which we ſhall 
not wonder at them for aftirming,who have a long time thus perſwas 
ded the people,that all ſaving knowledge is to be had from them,and their 
complices, and blalted all others for carnatf men, of which many diſcri- 
minative Char..ers were formerly given, as knee/ing or praying at the time 
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of entrance into pue Or px/pit ; but now it ſeems the #ſe of the Litzrgie lwp= 
plies the place of all, as being incompatible with ſaving knowledge and 
tre piety. If his be true, that will be a very popular plauſible argument 
| confeſle, and therefore ſhall oppoſe unto it, that which I hope will 
not paſſe tor boaſt either with God or Angels, that of the Sermons which 
have been Preacht fince the Reformation in this Kingdom, and commend- 
ed tothe Preſſe and publick view, very few were Preacht by thoſe that 
excluded the Litzrgze out of the Charches, and that fince this DireGory 
came into uſe, and ſo made a vilible diſcrimination among men, there 
hath been as much ſaving knowledge, i. e. Orthodox doftrine, and exhorta= 
tion to repextance, Prayer, F aith, Hope ; and Love of God, Self-deniall , and 
redineſſe to take up the croſſe, duties toward God) and to Allegiance, Fu 
ſlice, Mercy, Peaceableneſſe, Meekneſſe, Charity even to Raemker, 6 and the 
ret of the duties toward man) to be heard inthe Sermons of thoſe that 
retain the Litzrgie, and as much obediencc to thoſe obſervable in the lives 
of thoſe that frequent it, as is to be met with inthe eſpouſers of the Di= 
reffory. Tf it be not thus, I centeſſel ſhall have little hope, that God will 
ſuffer ſuch 2 jewel as the Litwrgie is, to continue any longer among us- 
ſo wnprofitably, and yet if men were guilty of this fault alſo, and' the L;- 
twgie ot the inhappineſſe of having none but ſuch Clients , yet would 
not this be ſufficient authority for any men to abo/iſþ it, any more then 
iewill be juſt toþ.-zg him who hath been wnfortanate, or to make any 
mans infelicity his guilt. T beſeech God to 11/fl ime all our hearts with that zeal, 
attention, fervency, Which 14 due to that aFfion of Prayer in our Liturgiezand that 
deerfull obedience to all that 1s taught us out of bis Word, and then I am ſare 


this argument or objection againſt our Lizzrgie will be anſwered, if as 
yet it be nor. | 


The next objeRtion is the Papiſts boaſt, that oxy Book 34 a complyance with SeR.14, 


them in a great part of thetr Service, and ſo that they were not a little con- 
find in their Superſtition and Idolatry, exc. Where Iſha} 1. demand , is 
there any Syperſtition or 1dolatry in that part of the Service wherein we 


thus comply with them ? if ſo, *tis more then a'complyance with Papiſts, 


tis in it ſelf a down-right damning fin; and if there be not,but all that 
Is 14olatrous or ſuperſtitiows in their Service is reform*d in outs, then ſure 
this will be far from confirming themin either of thofe, if xhey depend 
any thing upon our judgements, or our complyance. 2. *Tis a little unrea- 
ſonable, that they who wil) not beleeve the P apifts in any thing eMe; 


[ſhould beleeve their boaſt againſt us, and think it an accuſation ſuffici- 


ently proved, becauſe they ſay it ; whereas this affirmation of the Pa- 


iſt, it it be theirs, (and notthe Aſemblers rather impoſed upon them) 
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is asg/ofſe, though perhaps not as dangerous a fallity,as any one which 
the Aſemblers have condemn'd inthem.For 3. Thetruth is notorious, 
that our Reformers retain'd not any part of Popiſo Service, reformed their 
Breviary and Proceſſunall, and Maſſe-book y as they did their Defrine, re- 
rained nothing but what the Papiſts had received trom purer A tiquity, 
and was as clear from the true charge of Popery, as any period in cither 
Prayer or Sermon in the Direforie z which argues our comp/yance with the 
ancient Church, and not with them ; the very thing that 1ſzzc Caſaubon (0 
admired in this Church of ours,the care of antiquitie and purity,proclaime 
ing every wherein his Epiſtles toall his triends, that there was zot 
where clſe inthe wor!d the liks to be forred, nor ever hiped be to ſee it till be came 
into this Kingdom. And (ure there is no Solacitme in this , that we being 
a Reformed Charch, ſhould deſire to bave a Reformed Litnrgie, which hath 
alwayes had ſuch a conſent and ſympathy with the Church, that it will 
not be a cauſlefle fear,left the ab9/3tion of Litzrgie as far as God in Judge» 
meyt permits it to exrend,(the juſt puniſhment of them that have reje&- 
edit) be attended with the abolitisnof the Church in time, and even of 
Chriſtianitie allo. 

_ Asforthe confirming of P piſs intheir Superſtition by this means, 1 delire 
it be conſidered whether it be a probable accuſation, viz- 1. Whether, 
the rejefting that which the P ohne from antiquity, as well as what 
they have obtruded on, or ſuperaddedto it, be a morelikely means to win 
them tohear us or refrmthemſelves, then our retaining with them what 
they retain from Antiquity, i.e. whether a Servant ( much more whether 
a Brother that is reprehended as much for his diligence , as for his neg- 
lets, for his good and faithful, as for his ill and falſe ſervices, be more 
likely thereby tobeenclined to mend his faults, then he that is ſeaſone- 
hly.and meekly reprov'd for his miſcarriages onely ? It was good advicein 
that ancient Epiſtle to Polycarpm , aſcribed ro St Ignatius , I's Avytoripus by 
newnmunmem, meekneſſe is the beſt. means to bring down the moſt peſtilens ads 
verſary, and the reſemblance by which he exprefles. it as ſeaſonable, 1% 
mapoC vous bxufeoels maie, Foment ations are m1 ſt proper.to allay any exaſperation 
of bumonrs. And'tis Hippocrates advice, that the Phyſitian ſhould ngver go 
abroad without .ſomg @@Xar2, lenitives or mollifying. applications about bin 
It ſeems therewas nothing of (fo, daily. approved ute as thoſe. And that 
will avow. this method of complying with adverſaries, as far as we 
may,.t9.be a prohable. aud a wiſe, as well ag a Chriſtian courſe, to bring 
them from their Syperſtitiong and not to confirm them in it. And another 
#ſe there is wherein the Payſis themſelves contele: this complyauce was 
Pelitich, to take all ſc; wple out of the beads aud hearts of the people of England, 
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concerning the /awfulneſſe of this Reformation, ( This is the opinion of 
the P apiſts, expreſtin a Book call'd'Babel and Fernuſalem, or Monarcho-ma= 
chia Proteſtantium, ſubſcribed by P. D. XA. but conceived to be Patiſons, 
p. 314.) that they might conceive, that the Service and Religion ftill continned 
the ſame, but was tranſlat ed into Engliſh onely, for their better edification , and 
ſo, {aith he, it was indeed very politichly handled. 2. Whether that which 
drives away af! P apiſts from all kind of communion or converſation with us, 
from all bearing of our Preaching or Doftrine, be more likely to work 
them over to our fide, then that which permits; them to come to our 
Churches with us. For this is notoriouſly known , that as our Limwoie 
now is, and was framed in Zeen Elizabeths dayes,the Papiſts did forten 
feers together, at the beginning of her Reign, come to Church with us, 
and ſo continued, till the Popes excommunicating the Quten and our Nation, 
made it ſo appear unlawfu!!tor them. And perhaps but appear too, for 
in account might be given of this bufineffe, that it is no way unlawful 
(by his own principles) to a Papiſt, remaining thus, to come to our 
Chnrches, and be preſent at our Litzrgje, and ( if that be thought an 0b+ 
jetion or reproach againſt us, I ſhall then adde) not onely to ours, but to 
that Service which is performed according to the Divefhor alſo;the one- 
ly difference being, that if both by them were conceiv'd lawfall (as by 
miſtake, I beleeve, in them neither now is) our Litzrgie would be more 
likely to attra& them, then the Direorz; And this we conceive not ſuch 
ifault as to offer any excule for it, (for if S. P ul by being a Few to rhe 

ew, cou!d hope to gain the Few, why ſhould not we ( without being Pa- 
jifts to the Papiſts,but onely Chriſtians in thoſe,things wherein they are 
broo) expett togain the Papift alſo?For ſuppofing this to be, as you call 
it, a complyance with them, ſure *twere a more probable gaining way, then 
to denounce enmitie to all, whom they ever converſt with; I mean to 
the primitive Lirurgies for no otheptrime; but becauſe they madeuſe of 
them. Who are belt Diviners in this matter, they, or we, experience may 
perhaps hereafter prove. 'In the mean, I cannot imagine, but Liturgie 
and moderation, and charitie, may be able to bring in as fair a ſhole of 
Proſelytes, to convert as many Papiſtsto us, or at leaſt to confirm Proteſtants, 
as an Ordinance for Sequeftraticn of all their goods, and Hzlter, -aiid a, Dis 
reftory will be able to do, yea with an Ordinance for the Ordination of Minis 
fers by meer Presbyters too, call'd in to afliſt them. | 


And whereas *tis added in that ſame Se&ion., that the Papifts were -_ 


very much encouraged in that cxpettation, when nponthe pretended warrantable» 
neſſe of impoſing of the firmer Ceremonies, ner ones were daily obtruded upon the 
Church. 1, Tdemand on occafion of that phraſe[” pretended warrantable-= 


neſſe 
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nefſe of impoſing of Ceremonies. | May any Ceremonies be impoſed or no? if they 
may,then an A of Parljament may cerrainly doit , and ſuch was that 
which confirnyd our Liturgie, and ſo the warrantableneſſe not pretended; 
if not, why then do you impoſe entring the Aſſembly not irreverently, p. 10, 
and taking their places without bowzng ? For that generall, and that negative 
is notation of ſome Ceremony, it it have any ſence init. The phraſe | not 
irreverent!y \ preſcribes ſome reverence ,there being no middle between 
thoſe two, and conlequently the forbidding of the one veing a preſcription 
of the other. For I ſhall ask. Is keeping on the hat zrreverence at that 
time? If it be, then pulling it off, or nct keeping of it on is a Reverence then 
required ; And it this be avoided by ſaying, that this is onely there dis 
refed, not commanded, 1 reply, that an Ordinance pretixt for the eſtabliſh- 
Ing that dircition, requiring that waat is there direded , ſhall be uſed, 
amounts toa preſcription. Theſame may be faid of cauſing the Man to 
take the Woman by the right hand in Marriage, in the Diretory, which is the 
reſcribing of a Ceremony, as much as if the Ring had been appointed to 
be uſed there alſo. 2. Ianſwer that we know not of any Ceremonies, 
which have been obtruded or forcedon any which the Law hath not com- 
manded, (or it there had, this had been nothing to the Litzrgie, nor cons] 
ſequently to befetcht in as a part of a charge againit itz) That ot bow- 
ing at the entrance into the Church, is the molt likely to be the Ceremony here 
ſpoken of, and yet that is neither a new oze( never by any Law or Canon 
turn'd out at the Reformation, but onely not then impoſed under any 
command, and lince diſuſed in ſome places) nor yet was it lately impoſed 
or obtrudedon the Church, but on the other fide in the Canon: of the lait fo 
hated Convocation, (which alone could be ſaid to deal with the Churchim 
this matter) ir was onely recommended, and explained, and vindicated, 
from all miſtake, and then the pratice of uſing of it left to every mans 
liberty, with the caution of the A4prſt/e,,that they that uſe it ſhould net con- 
deme them that uſe it not,nor they that uſe it not, Judge them that uſe it» 3+ That 
the warrantablenefle of impoſing the former Ceremonies was no means 
or occaſion of obiruding new daily, but rather an hedge to keep oft ſuch ob» 
truſion; for when it is reſolved by Lawgthat ſuch Ceremenies (hall be uicd, 
tis the implicite :timation of that L.wv, that all other zncommanded are 
left free, and that, withour aiithority, (as the word [ daily] ſuppoſes the 
diſcourſe here to mean)noother can be obtraded. For ſure *tis not the 
quality of Law to ſtea] in iUegal! preflures, but to keep them out rather, 
to d:fine and /imit our Liberty, not to enthrall us,to ſet us bounds and rules 
of lite, not torem: we «11 ſuch. But then 4. That it may appear of how 
many #rutbs this peri.d is cam ofed (every one of them with rhe help of 
one 
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oneſyllablea | nt ] ſet before the principall verb, able to become 
ſuch ) Tfhall addethat the very obtraſiz of tach Ceremonies, if they had 
been obtraded, would neverhave encourazed a rationa!l P piſt Lo ex 
ect our return totnem,butonely have ſignified that we meant bycom=- 
plying with them, as farreas it was /ay{ull, roleave them without cx= 
cale, it they did nor do {0 rod, comply witch us in what they mizht, 
and reltore the Peace and Union of Chriitendom by that means. This 
with any moderate Papiſt would moſt probably work ſome good, and 
forthe more hery feſw/red, I am confident none were evet-more mortal- 
ly hated by them, then thole-who were favyarers of the Ceremonies now 
mentioned, and for thetrath of what Iſay, you are obliged to believe 
that paſſage in Romes aſter piece , which you appointed to be let out, 
wherein the King , and the late Arch biſh 'þ of Canterburie, were by the popiſh 
contrivers deſigned to ſt uughter as perſons whom they deſpaired to gain to them : 
but that any of the now Aſſembler were {© bated, or ſo ſeared, or thought 
ſoneceſſary to be taken our of the way , we have not yet heard , but are 
rather cogtident that it a pention of Rome, or a Cardinals cap, will keep 
them longer together to do more ſuch work as this, ſoreproachfull to 
the Proteſtant Religion , they ſhould be ſo hired, rather then diflolve too 
ſpeedily. | 


9 . n * . bd 
In thenext place, tis fouumdowt by experience, hit the Litnygie bath been $8, 17. 
agreat meanes t9 make andencreaſe an idie and unedifying Mmiſtry , which Þ. 5. 


en-tented it ſelf with ſet firms made to their hands !y others without putting 
forth themſelves to exerciſe the gift of prayer. TothisIanſwer, that thoſe 
Miniſters are not preſently proved to be z4/e and wnedifying which have 
been content to uſe the Lizzrgy. T hope there may be other waies of 
lab:ur, belide that of extemprary prayer ( which can be no longer a /a- 
bu then while itis a ſpeaking. ) For 1. Thad thought that theſe men 
might have acknowledged preaching and Catcechizing , the former at 
leait, ro have been the work of a Miniiter, and that an ed.F ing work;and 
that ſurejhoſe men have been exerci/c4 in, who have retaind the Litare y 
alſo. 2. Study of all Kind of Divine leaning ,. of which the haters of Li» 
tway have not gotten theincloſure, may paſſe with ſobee men for a la* 
bour alſoand that which may tend to ed fication, if it have charity Joyned 


with -ir z andthat may be had roo, without hating the Litzrgy. But 
[then 3. Iconceive that chis DirGory is no necefſary provilion againſt 


this reproached idlencfle, or unedityingnefle in any that were former» 
ly guilty of them in the daizs of Liturgy. For ſurethe labour will not 
be much increaled to the Miniſter, that ſhall obſerve the Direfory, bes 
cauſe either he may pray extempore , which will be no pains, bur of his 
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lungs and ſides in the delivery, orelſe a forty being compoſed by any, ac« 


cording to the DireFory (which is in effect a Formitſelf,) hemay 
hath continue as zdle as he whouſeth our forms of Liturgy,and he 
which hath a mind to be idle, may makethat uſe of it, and that you 
acknowledge, when you interpoſe that caution P. 8 | that the Minifters 
become not hereby ſlothfull and negligent | which were wholly an unneceſſa- 
ry caution, if this Dirc&@ory made idleneſſe impoſlible ; and if a caution wil 
ſerve turn, the like may be added to our Litmgy alſo, without abroga-+ 
ting of it. And for the ediHirg , Idefire it may be confidered, whether 
the extravagancies and impertinences > which cur experience ( as well 
grounded as that which taught theſe men this myſtery of the 74/e mn- 
edifying Miniſtry) bids us expe& from thoſe who negleG ſet forms, do 
moretend to the edifjing of any then the uſe of thoſe prajers which are 
by the piety and judgement of our Reformer; compoſed,and with which 
the Anditory being acquainted , may with uninterrupted deyotion go 
along and ſay , Amer. 
And whereas *tis added in this place , that our Lord Chriſt pleaſeth te 
furniſh all bis Sernants whom he calls to that «office with the gift of Prayer. | 
deſire 1. That it may beſhewed what evidence we have from any pre 
miſe of Chriſt in his word, that any ſuch gift ſhall be perpetually annext 
by him to the Miniſtry ; Tbeleevethe places which will be brought to 
enforce it, will conclude for gifts of Healing, making of pſalmes, and other 
thelike allo, which Adniſters do not now adayes pretend to. 2, | 
would know alſo why Chriit, ithedo ſo furniſh them , may not alſo 
be thought to helpthem to the matter of their grogers (in which yet 
here the Dircfory is tain to aſſiſt them , and pag. 5. ſuppoſes the Hinifte 
way have need of ſuch help and furnitare,) as well as the form of words, 0 
which the Lyz#rgze makes the ſupply. 3 Iſhall not doubt to affirm, that 
if the gift of prayer ſignifie an atility of praying in publick without any 
meditaticn, diſcreetly and reverently, and ſo as never to offend avainhe 
ther of thoſe neceſſaries, every M3»iſter is not furniſht with ths gift, ſome 
men of very excellent abilities wanting that ſuddaine prompenefſe of elr 
tion, and choice of words forall their conceptions, others beingns 


turally modeſt and baſbfull, and not endued with this chariſma of boldneſſ, 


which is a great part, aſpeciall ingredient of thac which is here 


called the gift of prayer. And even for thoſe which have the former 


theſe, and are not ſo happy as to want theJatter, that yet they arena 
ſufficiently gifted for prayer in pablick, experience hath taught us by the 
very creditable relations of forie-who havefaln into ſo many indiſcre 
13,nsthat weſay no worſe nthat performance. . Tis true that _ ” 
able 
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ableth men ſuſkciently in private to expreſle their neceſlicies to him , be- 


ing able to underſtand ſigbs and groans, when words are wanting ,and as 
well cantent with ſuch Rhetorick in the Cloſer as any , buc this is not 


eculiar to Miniſters, and tor any ſuch ability in publick,there will not 


be thelike ſecority , unlefle the language of ſizhs and groans, Without 
other exprefliong, be there cxrrent allo , which appears by ſome , who 


are forced to pay that debt to God in that coyn , having through unthrif- 


tinelſe provided ro other; and. yet *cwere well alſo if that were the 
worlt of ic, but the truth is, blaſphemy is ſomewhat worſe then ſaying 
nothing. 


The laſt obje&tionis, That the coxmenance of the Litrrgy would be a SeA.1 9. 


matter of end/eſſe ſtrife ang contention in the Church, and a ſnare to many godly 
Miniſters, &-c, to the end of that page, Where 1. is gbſeryable the tem- 
per and reſo! uyion of thele men,ot whom ſuch ſpeciall care is taken,which 
makes it ſo necefſary for them, not onely to ſtrive and contend, 1. againſt 
eſtabliſpt Lzw. 2. about forms of Prayer, (which ſure is none of the prime 
Articles of the Creed) but alſo to ſtrive for ever, which being obſerved, ic 
ſeems ſecondly, That they have a very charitable opinion of all us who 
are aſſertars of Lityrgie;that we wil never ſtrive or contend for it,for other- 
wiſe the ftrife may be as end/eſſe upon its taking away. And ſure in or- 
dinary Judging (if they benot ſurc that none are contentious, but their 
favourites) welee noreaſ{on, why the introduftion of a new way of wor 
ſhip, ſhould not be more matter of ſtrife, and fo alſo a ſnare to more ( if 
any can be enſnared or ſeanda/ized, but they)then the covtinuance of the 
old aft Liturgie. Where, by the way, the ſnare they ſpeak of ſeems 
to lignifie that which catches and intraps their eſtates and nor their ſor!s, 
cauſeth them to be perſecuted, &c. whichis a notable paralogiſme and fa!- 
lacy put upon the Scripture wſe of that phraſe, if we took pleaſure in ma- 
king ſuch diſcoveries. But then thirdly, We defire experience may be 
judge, and upon the ſentence which that ſhall give,that it may be con- 
lidered,whether upon the balancing of the Kingdomyit will not be found 
that a fargreater numberare now at this time offended at the DireGory, 
and thereby enſuared in their Eſtates, if they lie within your poxer, then 


. formerly at any time(Ihall addein alltimes lincethe Reformation , put 


together) ever were by the Litnrgie. 


As for that paſſage which is added inthe cloſe of this Seftion, that $ 


mn theſe /atter times God vouchſafeth to his people more and better means for the 
diſcovery of errowr and Szperſtition. | Thaugh this ſounds ſomewhar like 
his Divinity who makes the power of reſiſting Kings, to be a truth which 
God pleag'd to reveal in theſe latter times, for the turning Antichriſt out of the 
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world, but hid in the primitize times, that Antichriſt might come in, yet I ſhall 
not tiow quarrell with it ( becatiſe *cis poſſible it may have another 
ſence, and I would nt deny any thing but what is apparenily and in- 
excuſably falſe) but from thence afſume, 1. That lhope God wonuch- 
ſafeth theſe means to them, that uſe the Liturgie alſo ; For it it mult be - 
ſuppoſed a ſin tocontinue the uſe of it, *tis not, I hope , ſuch a waſti»y 
ſin, as to deprive men of all grace, even of the Chariſmats, which un{an« 
Aitied men may be capable of, and of means of knowledge, which Is but a 
common grace, and therefore I muſt hope that the phraſe] hw perple | is 
not here meant in a diſcriminative ſence (like the Montaniſls torn of 1; 
Pfirituales, in oppoſition to all-6thers, as animales & pſychici ) to ltgnitie 
onely thoſe that are for the DircHory, tor then let them be aflured, Guds 
giftrare not ſo ificlofed, but that Oxford'is vouchſated- as plentitull 
means tor the diſc very of *errour and: ſuperſtition ,'as London, and>have, 
among other as of knowledge , diſcovered this one by Gods blefling, 
(which again 1fhall wemion) that there may be as much errozy and 
Syuterſtition, inre)eEing of all Eitareie, as inretaining of any, in oppoſing 
Ceremonies, as in-aſetringtherh; a Zepative(as I ſaid) touch not, taſte not, 
hnetFt6t, bow not, a8 well as a poſitive ſaterſtitionz as alſothat there be er- 
Tours in pratfice, as well as d: Grine,aneiu infide/itics againi the Com- 
mandments, and Sermon of Chriti in 'the A/0znt, as well as againit the. 
Creedit ſelf, and that impoling of Laws on the King and Kingdom by. 
the. Sword, aboliſhiffg Linmgie. ſetting up DircAories by that-ſterne way 
of argument, thoſe carnall weaptns of mi/itizor wartare, when they are 
not onely praiſed, but aſſerted for /awfull, are erronrs, dammable ertours al 
{o, and ſuch as are very neer the ordinary nction of Smpe-ſtition , the 
teaching for dEirive the Commandments of men, I would I might not ſay of 
m— — alſo, Put then' 2.;all this being fappoled' of Gods grantivg 
better means of knor-ledge now, then formerly, ] ſhall yertinterpole, that ſure 
this is not atruth of an wnlimited extent, for there have been Apoſtles, 
which had better means then we, and they that were neareſt them, (and 
knew their do&rines, and praftices, better then it is poſlibJe we ſhould) 
had ſo'alſo,nay Univerſzll Commcels mecting in the Holy Gholt, and pt- 
oufly andJudicionſly deb ting, had by the priviledge of Prayer , more 
right to.that promiſe of Chrilts being inthe mioſt of them,and leading them 
znto all truth, then an illegelly congregated #ſſembly; and all theſe have 
been greater fayourers of Litzrgie then any of equal] authority with 
them” have been of your Dire@ory; And -3.'if all were ſuppoſed and 
granted x hich you claim.yet fill the means'of knowledge now vouch- 
fafed do not make you infallible, lay not any morall or phyſicall neceſſity on 
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ycu to be faultleſſe or erroxrleſſe, and therefore fill this may be errarr In 
you as probably, as Lirzrgieſtould be Syperſtition in us. And tor gifts 
of Preaching and Prayer, 1 anſwer, if they are and have been truly gifts, 
others of tormer times may by the Spzrit have had as liberall a portion 
of them, as we. For ſure thole dayes wherein the ipirit, was promiſed 
to be porred out on: all fleſh, are not theſe dayes of ours, or of this age, 
exclulive]y to all others; Of this I am confident, that ſome other ages 
have had themin fuch a meaſure, as was moſt agreeable to the propar 


gating of the Coſpe), and if that were then by forming or »ſing ot Lita 


gies, why may it not be ſoatthistimealſo? *. 

Having given you my opinion of theſe paſſages , and yeelded to 
them for quietneſle {ake, a /imzted truth, I muit now adde, that it they 
be argumentative, and to meant as a proot that thele Aſemblers are like= 


1yto be in the right, while they deſtroy Lirrrgie, although all the Chri- 
ſtian world before them have efferted it, this will be a grofle peice of in- 


ſolency and untruth together; a taking upon them to be the oxely people 
of God of thele /aiter times,nay to have greater judgement, knowledgegifts, 
then all the whole Chriſiian world, tor all Ages together, including-the 
Apeſiles and Chriſt himſelf, have-had. -For all theſe have been prodiiced 
together with the ſuffrage of 'Zews, Heathens, ahometans alfſo,to main- 


_ tain ſer Forms; and though it betrue,that ſome of late have found our 


many Superftitions, that never were diſcover'd before, one or other al- 
moſt in every poſize or motion in Gods Service, yet this ſure is by the 
help of an injukice in applying wichout all reaſon that title to thoſe 
actions, and not by a greater ſagacity, in diſcerning, making many aCts 
of indifferent performance, nay of Piety it ſelf, go defamed and mourr- 
ing under the reproach of Syperſiition, and not bringing any true light 


 Intothe world, that before was wanting. Thisone Odinm taltned on 


all Orthodox Afinifters in this Kingdom at this time, of being faperſtitiowms, 
and the miltake of the true notion of the word which hath to that end 
been infuſed into many,( but is by a TraF latelyprinted ſomewhat dil- 
coyered ) hath brought in a ſhole of Sequeſtrations of Livings,which have 
been very neceflary and inftrumentall,to the maintaining of theſe pre- 
ſent diſtempers. And' now at Jength it proves in more reſpetts then 
one, that what ever unſatiate hvdropecall appetites are tempted to 
take away, is preſently involved under that title, a name that hath an 
univerſal] maligntiein it, makes any thing /awfull prize that is in the 
company. God will in time diſplay this deceit allo. 

Having mentioned theſe ſo many reaſons of their aboliſhing cur Litur- 
£927. e.their {Oo many ſlander againſt our Charch and Church-men, all 
if 
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if they were true, hang ſo /ooſe and ſo ſeparable from Liturgie, that they 
cannot jJuſtifie the abolition of it; Ar length they ſhur up their ſuggettiong 
with | Upon theſe and many the like weighty conſiderations , and becquſe of 
divers particulars contained in the Books they have reſolved to Lay aſide the Baoke | 
where if the many conſiderations unmentioned be of no more truth or vali 
dity then theſe, and (© be like weighty conſiderations, I acknowledge their 
prudence in not naming them, and think thatnopart of the World is 
like to prove the worſe for this their reſervednefle , onely by the way 
a generall charge is nothing in Law , and zn generalibts latet dolus , isa 
legall exception againſt any thing of that nature. But if they have any 
other which they conceive to be of any weight,they are very unjult and 
very uncharitableto us, thus to enſzare our eſtztes (the fault evennow 
laid upon the Pre/ates) by requiring our approbation of their Direforie, 
and conformity of our pratice to it,and yet not vouchſate us that con» 
vidtion, which they are ableto ſatisfe us of the reaſons of their proceed: 
ings. But the truth is, we fhall not charge this on them neither, being 
made confident by the weakreſſe of the motives produced , that they 
have not any more eff:&uall in itore. AnJ for the particulars contained 
in the Booke, it there were any infirm parts init, any thing unjuſtifiable, 

| ( which we conceivetheir Conſcience tells them there is not, having nat 
in this whole Booke produced ore, and yet their charity to it not ſo great, 
as tO cover or conceal any ſtore of ſins ) yet would not this inferre any more 
then onely farther Aefirmation of the Bocke , which 1s not the defigne 
againſt which we now argue. 
And having proceeded to ſo bloody a ſentence upon ſuch(Kapropies wn 
Set» 23, low, in the Goſpel phraſe) teſtimonies and accaſations ſo unſufficient and 

rnproportionable tofuch a eondemnation, they could not bur toreſee the 
opinion that would be had of thea&tion, and the ill and odious conſe- 
quents that would attend it, which therefore to keep oft, is the next 
endeavour,by protefling that what is done, is ot from any love of Novelty. 
And truly *tis well you tel us ſo, for otherwiſe the ſemblance of that 
love in this and other afions, might have perſwaded ns mortals, who 
fee but the oatlides, ſoto judge. And ill notwithitanding the athrma- 
tion, (which is not of much valve in your own cauſe, unlefle we had 
more zeſtimonies -)i the Authors infallibi/ity,then this Preface hath at- 
forded us) the confideration of the matter and termes of the chunge from 

what and towhat, of the no manner of advantage or acquilition by it F 

to recompence all the diſadvantages, the great temerity, it not n_—_ 

to bout, in ſeparating from this Nationsl, and in ſcorning and defying Þ , 


the pragice of the Univerſal Church, and the zreat illegality , that I fay b 
no 
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n9 worſe, of your ation and the preparatory ſieps of motion to it,may 
tempt us to affirm, that it muit needs be a love of novelty, even a Platonic 
love, as the phraſe is now adayes, a love of novelty,as nuvelty, without any 
other hoped for reward, without any other ayowed defigne in ſeeking 
it; for it there be any other which may be own'd, I am confident it 
hath already appeared by what hath been ſaid, that this is not the 
way tO it. But then 2. Such a profeſſion as this will not ſure fignifte 
much, to innovate, and yet to ſay we lovenot innovation, to at with a 
proud high hand in deſpight of ſo much at leaſt of God,as is imprinted 
inthe Laws of man, and our lawfullSyperiours, and then to exculſe-it by 
ſaying we /ove not to do ſo, will bur little alleviate the matter before any 
equall Judge.” Tis certain there is ſomething unlovely in the reproach- 
fall ame of ſin, how glibly ſoever the pleaſures of it go down, yea and 
eyen in the ſin it ſelfgit bath the Nias xprripes, the to Cnps in Homer,more 
truly then that to which he applics itz its b;zter and batefwll, as well as 
its ſweeter lovelicr parts, extemplo quodcing; malum committituripſi Diſpit- 
et, and if meg may haveleaveand excuſe co commit adultery fo longs 
till they fall in love not onely with the pleaſure of it, but the very fin- 
fulneſſe of it, and the name and reproach alſo, we ſhall give them a good 
large ſpace of R epertance : the ſhort is, the mention of N:weltyis an evi- 
dence that the Compoſers Conſcience tels them, that what they now 
dois ſuch, and *ris not their wot loving it (perhaps oxely thinking, perhaps 
mely ſaying they do not /ove it) which will much leflen the fault, but ra- 
ther define it to be an a againſt Conſcience, to be and continue guilty 
of ſo huge a ncvelty, when they protcfſe they lore it not. 


"The next envie that they Jabour to avoid, is the having an intention $A 24; 


to diſparage the Refermers,of whom they are perſyeaded, that were they now alive 
they wou'd Jon with them in this work. This is another o8%s gappaxas, to 
blanch your aljons with contrary interiien:to do that which is molt 
reproachtullto the Reformers, to obliterate, or which is worſe, to de» 
tame their memory (whom yet at the beginning you called wi/e and 
$i ) and then ſay ycu intended them no diſÞuragement, nay to make 
them repent and retra@aftertheir death (z.c. to put them ina kindof 
Pargatory) to undertake for them that they have changed their minds, 
and not onely that they are now content to part with that frralz out 
of the Church, the ſhore zewperary lofſe of which , one of them ( Arch- 
biſhep Cranmer in one of his letters publifht by Miles Coverdale laments) 
as the ſevereſt part of the Perſccuters tyranny toward him, viz. that 
they would not permit bim thc we of the Common-Prayer Bok, in the priſon; 
but witha 11 that they are grown z&lots too, are content to aft mult ile» 
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gall; and ſeditiouſly to caſt it out. The judgement of this matter we 


leave to any ordiaary arbitration, 1. Whether it be likely that they | 


would joyne, againſt Law to take that away , which they compiled,or make 
all preſcribed Forms unlawfull, who did not think any ft in pu-licky but 
thoſe which werepreſeribed. 2. Whether any wan can have ground of 
ſuch perſwaſion,when they died in the conltant cxercile of it,and have 
ſent them no meſſage from the dead of their cþ47:e of minde. 3. Whes 
ther it be not ſtrongly improbable, that they of the lirit Reformation 
whoin 2ucen aries dayes flying and living in Frank fort , and there 
meeting with the objcftions that have been prodjiced by our new Re- 
formers maintained the Broke againlt them ail , would now It they were 
return'd to us from a longer exile, diiciaim all that they had thus 
maintain'd. 4, Whether it be not an argument of a itrong corfsdence 
and aſſurance, ( which is the moſt dangerons mother of Schitme and 
Hereite imaginable ) of ſtrong paſthns and weak j.rdgement, to think that 
all men would be of their ſid: ( as Hacket thought verily that ail Low 
dom would riſe with him, as foonas he appear'd in Cheapſide) upon no 
other ground of that perſ[walion mention'd, but onely that they are of 
it, which is but in eftetas the ſame Hacker did ſhewing no evidence 
of his being a Prophet, but onely his confidence , which produced all 
kinde of direfull Oathes that he was, and hideous impre-ations on hims 
ſelf, ifhe were not ſo. That which is added by way of honcur to 
thoſe Martyrs, that they were excellent inſtruments to begin the purging and 
building of bis houſe, may be but an artifice of raiking their own reputa- 
tion, who have perte&ed thoſe rude beginnings, orit it be meant in 
earnelt, as kindnefletothem, 'tis but an unſignificant c7v1i/:1ze, to.abor 
liſh all the records of their Reformation , and then pay them a little praiſe 
inexchange forthem , Martyr their aſhes ( as the Papiiis did Fagim 
and Bx:er) and then lay them down. into the caith again, wigh a 
 dirge or anthem, defame the Reformation, and Commend the Reformers ; but 
ſtill to intimate how much wiſer and Godlier you are, then all thoſe 


Martyrs were. . 


Thus farrethey have proceeded ad amo/iendam invidiams; Now tO 
the pyſitive motives, of ſetting upon this great work of innovation , and 
thoteare 1. To afer in ſome meaſurethe, graticus providence oj Cod which 
at this time cal:th u» m them for farther Keformation : What they ſhould 
mean by the gracious woavidence of God in. this:;place, I confefl2 I cannot 


gnefTc, (ir it be not a meer name tg adde ſome credit tothe cauſe) un- 
*leffe it be thepr/ſþeriry & good ſucceſſe of their Arms; which if through» 
' out this War they hadreaſon to brag of .take notice. of ( as ſure they 
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have)not,but of Gods hand many times viſibly ſhewed againſt them, 
in railing the low eſtate of the King,withont vitiblemeans,and'bring- 
ing down their mighty ſtrengths, as the Schtuagint makes God pro» 
miſe to fight agatnft Ama/ch is xpupaie wpi, Ly ſecret band, by invibble,) 
pet {ure would not that jyſt;fie the taking up of thoſe Arms,much leſle 


e able to conſecrate all other {ins;that thoſe Arms may enable any to 


be guilty of. Tis the Turks Divinity, as beforeT intimated, to paſſe 


ſentence on the ation by the proſperity of the man, to make one killing Bus52qA, 


of a F ather villany and ſacriledge, becanſe the deſigne it aim'd at miſearried, 
and another of the ſame making an heroick att, that God was pleaſed with, be» 


Epift. 


cauſe it brought the deſigner to the Kingdom: And therefore,l beſeech you, 


look no longer on the cauſe through the deceivable and deceitfull 
glaſſes of your conceited viGories, but through that one true glaſſe 
the word of Chriſt in the New Tettament; and if that c2f/ you to this 
farther reformation, go On in Gods name; But if it be any elſe that call- 
eth you, (as ſure ſomewhat elſe it is you mean, for it it were Gods 
word you would cre now have ſhew d it ns, and here have call 'd it 


' Gods word, which is plain and intelligible, not Gods providence, which 


isof an ambiguous tignitication) if any extraordinary revelation hows 
ever convey'd to you; this you will never be able to approve to any 
that ſhould doubt your cal, and therefore ſhall meekly deſire you, 
and in the bowels of Chriſtian compaſſion to your ſelyes, if not to your 
bleeding Comntrey, once more to examine ſerioutly , what ground you 
have in Gods word, to ſatzifie conſcience of the lawfulneſle of ſuch at- 
tempt, which you have uſed, to gain ſtrength to work your Reform.r> 
tion; and this we the rather delire tobe thewed by you, becaute youu 
adde, that having conſulted with G1ds holy word, you reſolve to lay aſide the 
firmer Litzrgie,which cannot ſignibe that upon command ot Gods word 
particularly ſpeaking to this matter, you have done it, for then all 
this while, you won!d ſure have ſhewed us that word , but that the 
word of God hath lead you to the whole work in genera!) , which 
you haye taken in hand, and therefore that is it, which as « light ſ4- 
wing in ſo dark a place, we require you in the name of God to hold out 
to us. | 

After this there is a ſecond motive, the ſa5faGion of your own conſci* 
ences. This I cannot {peak to, becauſe neither I know them , nor the 
grounds of thein, ſave onely by what is here mentioned, which I am 
ſure is notſuflicient to ſatzſte conſeience;(phancy perhaps it may) one» 
ly this I fhall interpoſe, that it is poſſible your own conſciences may be 
tr anio,nd we are confident they are A and then you are not 


bound 
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bound to ſatisfie them, ſave onely by ſeeking better information, 


which one would think might be as feaſeablea task as abolifÞing of 


Litnrgie. 


Next a third motive is mentioned, that you may ſatisfie the expeHatiog 


of other Reformed Churches; To this firlt I ay, that this is not the rule 
for the reforming of a NationaUChurch euroxipar@,and independent. And 
ſuch I conceive, the /aft Canon of the Councell of Epheſus , will by conſe- 
quence conclude this of England to be; and its being ſo is a ſufficient 


| plea, 1. Toclearus from all fhew of Schiſme in Separating from the 


Roman Church (to which we were not, according to the Epheſine rule, 
ſubjeBtedas a part) though we reformed our ſelves, when the Pope vehes 
mently required the contrary, and would not himſelf be reformed; 
and from the Charch nniverſall, of which we ſtill remain a member wnd 
vided. 2. To anſwer this motive of our Afemblers,by telling them that 
in the reforming ſuch a Church (as this of ours, ff not by ethers, yet by 
them is acknowledged to be) the care muſt bezto do what the bead and 
members of the Church, {hall in the fear of God reſolye to be fictelt, and 
not what uther Churches expe; forif that were the rule, it would be 
a very fallaciow and very puz/ing one, the 202 aa of ſeverall Churchy 
being as ſeverall,and the choice of ſome diffticulty,which of them was 
fitteſt to be a»ſwer'd. But then ſecondly, what the expeFiation of other 
Churches have been in this point, or what the reaſons of them , we do 
not punually know, onely this we do, that after your ſoliciting 
many (which is another thing, ſomewhat diltant trom their exputi- 
ing) we hear not of any, that have declared their concurrence in opi- 
nion with you in this: But on the contrary, that in anſwer to yout 
Letrer direfed to the Church of Zeland, the Wallachrian Clafſis made 
this return to you, that they did approve ſet and preſeribed forms of pubs 


lique Prayer as profitable and tending to edification,quite contrary to what, 


you before objeCted of the Offence-to the Proteſtant Churches abroad, and 
now of their expestation, &c.) and give reaſons tor that approbation, both 
from Texts of Scriptures, and the generall pradtice of the Reformed 
Church,ayouching particularly the forementioned place of Calvin 
and conclade it to be a preciſe ſingularity in thoſe men who do rejeb 
them. And now, Ibeſcech you, tpeak your knowledge, and inſtance 
in the particular, it any Church have in any addreſemadeto you, 0r 


anſwer to your invitation, fignihed their expeFation that you fhould 
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avolifh Liturgie, or their approbation of your taCt, able to counterbalf þ, 
lance this cenſure from the pen of thoſe your friends chus uncxpe&] ;, 
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tion of the Churches, or elſe of Confeſſion that you cannot , will be in 
common equity expe&edfrom you. 

The deſires of many of the Godly among your ſelves (which you mention 
as a fourth motive tor abolition) will ignifte little, becauſe how many 
ſaffrages (oever might be brought for the v pholding of Lirzrgie. thoſe 
who are againſt it ſhall by you be called, zhe god!y, and that number 
what ever it is, gofor a nultitude.But then again, Godly they may be, 
but not wiſe, ( piety gives no znfallibility of doftrine to the profeſſor) at 
leaſt in this point, unleſfſe you can firit prove the Liturgie tobe ungodly; 
nay they that re»yced in it, were, as you lay, godly and learned , and 
they that made it wiſe and piow, and therefore ſure ſome reſpe&t was 
due to the wiſe, as well as godly inthe abrogation. And yet it may be 
added farther,that the way of exprefling of the deſires of thoſe whom 
you mean by the Godly, hath been ordinarily by way of Peritions,and 
thoſe ir cannot be diſſembled have been oft framed and put into their 
hands (Iſay not by whom) even in ſet preſcribed Forms : not thinking 
it enough to givethem a DireGory for matter, without ſtinting their Spi= 
rits, by appointing the words alſo. This ſhews thatthe deſzres of thoſe 
many of the Godly, are not of any huge conſideration in this bufine e 
and yet I have not hcard to my remembrance of any Petition,yet ever 
ſo inſolent, as todemand what you have done( in anſwer it ems to 
ſome inarticuJate groans orfighs) the abolition of all Liturgje. 

The laii motive is, That yox may give ſome pu'lique teſtimony of your Se&.2y 
endeavours for uniformity in drvine worſhip promiſed in your Solenm Leagne 

' | andCovenant. Tothis the anſwer will be ſhort, becauſe it hath for the 
' F} mainalready been confidered. 1. That the Covenant it ſelf is nilaw- 
* | ff, which therefore obliges to nothing but Repentance, and reftitu- 
* || tion of a ſtray Subje& to his Allegianceto Gd and the King again. 
iy 2. That there is one ſpeciall thing conſiderable of this Covenantywhich 
will keep it cither from obliging or from being any kind of excaſe or 
WY extenzation of the crimes that this aRion is guilty of , and that is the 
td wohontary taking of that Covenant on purpoſe, thus to enſnare your ſelyes 
JF in this obligation, to do what ſhould not otherwiſe be done : We be» 
«MY fore told you, that Herods oath would not uſtific the beheading of Fobn; 
cy and ſhall now adde, that if ſome precedaneous hatred to Fohn, made 
»ON Herod lay this deſigre before hand, that Herodies's dawghter ſhould 
uld dance, that upon her dancing he would be yehemently plears,that upon 
af her pleaſing of him he would ſwear to give her any thing ſhe ſbould ahy even 
ett to balf bis Kingdom, and the ſame compatt appoint herto make this Pe» 
fler]tition, to take Fobn Baptiſt's head for hs Ke ( as 'tis not args + 
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but that as Herodiar was of counſell with her Daughter, ſo Herog 
might be with Herodias) it the tram I ſay, lay thus, ſure Herods oath 
would take off but little from the crimſon dyeof his mxrther, but ra- 
ther ſuperadde that ſin of deep hypoer! ze,of making pietie, and the Re- 
ligion of oaths, a ſ-ryant and inſtrument to his inceſt and mwurthering of 
a Prophet. And then Iſball no farther apply, then by asKking this ques 
ſtion, did you not take this Covenant On purpoſe to lay this obligation. 
upon you, and now pretend that for your Covenants ſake , you muſt 
needs do it ? It you cannot deny this, O then remember Herod. Bur if 
you took the Covenant without any ſuch deſfigne, 'but now find your 
ſelves thus exſuared by it, then rather rememberthe times to get out 
of that ſnare, and not to engage your ſelves faſler in it. 3. I anſwer 
that if by uniformity be meant that among your (elves in this King» 
dom ; the taking away our Litargie by Ordinance, while it remains 
eſtabliſht by valid Law, is no over-fit meansto that end, nothing butg 
new AG, and an aſſr.ce that all would be obedient to that A, can 
be proper for that purpoſe; and I am ſure there are ſonie men in the 
World,whomifſuch an A&diſplea ſed, the obedience would not be ve» 
ry unif.rmz what everit may ſeem to be when better SzjefFs are (ups 
ofed to be concluded by it. But if it be aniformitie with the beſt reforms 
ed Churches (as your Covenant mentions) then 1. That aniformitie in 
matters of Form or Ceremenie 1s no way neceflary (Communion betwixt 
Churches may be preſery'd withont it)nor near fo uſefull,as that other 
among, ozr ſelves, and therefore the bargain will be none of the molt 
thriving, when that acquilition is paid ſo dear for , uniformity with 
ſtrangers purchaſed with confuſion at home, as bad a market,as uncquall 
a barter, as if we ſhould enter upon a Cizill Far, tor no other gainz 
then to make up a Peace with ſome Neighbour Prince; which none buta 
mad Stateſman would ever counſel]. But then 4. The Covenant ju 
fuch wniformitic, obliges not to m ake this Direfory, which Ithali prove 
1. By the verdiCtof thoſe themſelves which have taken the Covenant, 
of whom many, I am confident, never conceived themſelyes thereby 
obliged to aboliſh Litnrgie, there being no ſuch 71tYgible ſence con 
reined in any branch of the Covenant, any ſuch intextion of the impoſer! 
avowed at the giving of it- 2. Becauſe we conceivewe haye madett 
manifeſt, that that part of the Covenant which mentions wniformity 
with other beſt Reformed Chnrches,doth not oblige to abolifh Litmrgie,not 
onely becauſe the generall matter of the Covenant refers unto the 
Government, and not to the Lityrgie, but becauſe this of England, as it 
now ftagds cltabliſht by Lawgis the. beſt Reformed, both acoorcing 
Ie Bat 
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that rule of Scripture, and ſtandard of the prreſt Ancient Church ; For 
which we have allo the teſtimony of Learned Proteftants of other 
Countreys, preferring it before their own, and fhall be ready to juſti- 
fie the boaſt by any teſt or xpimyee, that ſhall be reſolved on fit to decide 
this doubt or competition between this of ours, and any that you ſhall 
Vote or name to be the belt. 


 Thelike challenge we alſo make inreturn to a tacit intimation of Se. 30». 
yours more then once falne from you in this Preface, and in the body 


of the Direfry, p-40- and 73. viz. that the Church of England hath bi- 
therto been guilty of Superſtition in her Liturgie. To which we firſt reply 
by deliri1g, that you mention any one particular wherein that ac- 
cuſation may appear to be true, Cand we hereby undertake to main= 
tatn the contrary againlt all the learnedft in that Aſſembly ) which if 
you will not undertake toffecifie and prove, you muſt acknowledge ta 
be guilty of great wncharitableneſſe in affirming, I ſhall not be ſouncha» 
ritableas to wiſh that the judgement of the Civif Law may be your 
doom, and the ſentencethat belongs to Superſtition be the reward of 
your detamation, Ifhall not ſay ſomuch as the Lord reprove, by way 
of imprecation, bur once more repeat, Lord lay it not to your charge. 


" Upon thele grounds you proceed;that | hating not confulted with fieſb Sec 37, + 


;md blood, &c.\ This ſure in St Pa#/s phraſe, Gal. 1.16. fignifies not cons 
ſulting with men, though Apoſtolicall; as conſulting with them is oppo 
ſed toimmediate revelation y 3. Heaven; and then ſure your Afembly 
was very ſpiritwail, and very beavenly, for with them you confefle to 
have conſx/ted; but it you mean by the phraſe, in a larger ſenſe,eartbly 
or bumane intereſts, I ſhall onely ask, whether all the a&ions; which 
have proceeded from you are ſo viſibly divine and unmixt with 
carth, ſo apparently unintereſted, that your own teſtimony ſhould be 
ſufticienc to give credit to this affirmation ? 


Having {aid this, you proceed to the conclufion, that you reſolved Sc. 32- 


to ſet up the DireAory, and init to hold f:rib ſuch things #5 are of divine In> 
flitution in every Ordinance, and otber things be ſet forth according to the rules 
of Chriſtin Prudence; agreeable tothe generall ru';s of the ward of God. And 
now 'tis a little ſtrange, (but yet that which iny temper obliges meto 
defire may (till be my fate, when Ifall upon a Controvyerſte with any} 
that we which have been at ſuch diſtance all this while , ſhould ju 
now meet at p.rting, that ſuch contrad:Fory premiſes , ſhould beget the 
ſame concluſion ; For there is not a better Rulein the Werld., nor any 
which I would rather chaſe tobe judged by in this matter, then that 
which is here propoſed by you; Onely I defice a little importunately 
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to be advertiſed, where it is that the Compilers of cur Litn/gie have 
fwerved from it. Where you have ſwerved, we have initanced in ma- 
ny particulars in our Azſwer to the Ordinance, and ſhall now once for 
all demand, what r#/es of prudence oblige you to turn thofke many ſe- 
verals there mentioned out of the Seryice of the Church, every one of 
them tending to ediſication direfly, over and above the agreeableneſſe 
of cach to the general] rules of Scriptzre ; in particular, whether it be 
agreeable to Chriſtian Prudence to aboliſh a Litrgie, which hath been 
fo pionſly and diſcreetly framed, by thoſe who have ſcal'd our Refurma» 
tion with their blood, and inſtead of it to bring in a vo/antary way of 
ſerving God in a National Charch, where there be many thouſand P 4- 
riſhes, and no ſuch promile of divine izſpiration or enthuſiaſme, but that 
there may be ſtill ſome number of thoſe Afinifters , who will not be 
able to ſpeak conſtantly in the Congregation, ſoas in the preſence of 
Fngels they ought to ſpeak. The experiments that have given us rea» 
ſon thus to fear, and deſire prevention of the like, we are again temp» 
ted to adde unto this. paper, but we delight not ro demonitratethem 
guiltic of Blaſthemies, who have accuſed us of Swperfiition. We delire 
this fault may be cured by ſome milder recipe. 

Asfor that which in paſling yon ſay, that by your Dire@ory Minis 
fters may be dircAed to keep like ſoundneſſe of D:Qrine, this indeed is a pres 
regative of the Liturgie, (which hath alwayes becn uſed as an hedge 
to Keep Out errors, and tO retain a common profeſſion of Catholick werities) 
but cannot belong to your DireGory, which hath neither Creed nor 
Catechiſme, nor one Article of Religion, or DuGrine afſerted in it, but 
leaves that wholly to the Preacher whoſe dofrine that it ſhould be 
ſoand at all, or agree with the d:&rine of all other Preachers, and ſo 
be like ſound, here is no proviſion made. 

We havethus cal''d your Preface alſo to ſome rriall, and fonnd it 
of ſuch a compoſure and temper, 1. So many variations from truth 
(which one that deſires to be civill, muſt be unjuſt if he do not call 
them ſo) that we cannot with any pleaſure give an account of our 
' Judgement of them. 2. So many unconcluding premiſes, Affirmati- 
ons, which if they were all ſuppoſed true, would never come home 
to abolition, and among all the heap, ſono one truth which is of im 

ortance Or weight toward that concluſion, that now we conceive we 
| Vous diſcharged the task, given the Reader ſuch a view of the inward 


parts of this ſpatious fabrick, that he will not wonder , that we are 
not ſo paſſionately taken with the beauty,as to receive at a venture 
whatſoever is contain'd in it ; For ſuppoſing there were never an un- 
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ſcaſonable DireFionin all the Book following, yet the reception of 
that,being founded in the abolition both of exrs, and of al Liturgy, the 
Chriſtian prudence agreeable tothe word of God, which is here commend- 
ed to usz —_— us to ſtop our ears to ſuch flight temptations , and 
never to yee]d conſent, to the but laying afide that form of Service, 
which we have by eftabliſht Law ſo long enjoyed, to the great content 
and benefit of this Nation; thongh God knows ſome have not made 
ſo boly, others ſo thankefull an uſe of it, asit deſerved of us, ſome ne 
leSing it, others ſlandering, and ſo many bringing worldly hearts along 
with them, which though they are great evils, under which this di- 
vine Liturgy hath ſuffered, yet being the infelicities, not the crimes, 
the crofſe, which hath made ir like untoour Saviour, in being ſþit on, 
reviÞd, and crow#'d with thorns (for ſuch he cals the cares of thus world, 
the moſt corntumeliows part of the ſuffering) and not at all the guzlt (be- 
ing wholly accidentall and extrinſecall toit) mult never be exchanged, 
for the certain evils, naturall and intrinſecal{ to the no-Liturgy , and 
withall the greater miſchicfs which may probably fs/low this altera= 
tion;for all which patience and ſubmiſſion,we have not theleaft kind 
of invitation, ſave onely that of the noiſe, and importunity of ſome 
enemies, which ſhould it be yeelded to, would, I doubt nor, be refiſt- 
ed and prelt again, with the Petitions of many thouſands more , im- 
porctuning the return and reſtitution of the Liturgy again; unlefle by 
'this means the Devil ſhould gain an abſolute and total manumiſſion, 
caſt off ail his traſhes, and preſently get rid of both his enemies, Reli- 


gion, and Liturgie together. | 
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A Poſtſcript by way of Appendix to 


the two former Chapters. 


He truth of all which we have hithertoſpoken, if we have not 
ſuthciently evidenced it already, will abundantly appear by 
one farther te!'imony, which is axthentick and} undeniable to 
them, againſt whom we ſpeak.. And it is, (what the providence of 
God, and the power ot truth hath extorted from them) their own con» 
feſſim, in a book Juſt now cometo my hands, called, a Supply of Prayer 
for the Ships that want as to pray with them, agreeable to the DireAory 
eftablifbed by P arliament publiſhed by Authority. From which aac - $ 
| will 
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will be worth obſerving, 1. That the very body of it 1s a ſet form of 
Prayer, and ſo no Swperflition in ſet forms. 2. i hat their pubiiſting ic 
by a#thority, is the preſcribing of that form, and ſo 'tis lawiull to pre» 
ſcribeſuch forms. 3..T hat thetitle, [of Supply of Prajer prove: that 
ſome there are, to whom ſuch ſupplies are neceſſa;y, and 10 a Virifory 
not faffi-ient for all. And 4. That| its being azreeub'e te the Dirt jy | 
Or as it is, word for word fornyd out of it, (the Dircto:y turn d ins 
toa Prayer)ſheweth, that our of the DireGory a Prayer may calily 
firſt be made, and then conſtantly uſed, and ſothe Minilte: ever aiter 
continue as zd/e without exerciling that gitt, as under our Licurgy is 
pretended,and ſo hrre under pretence ot ſipp/ying the ſpips,all ſuch idle 
Mariners in the ſhip of the Church are ſapplied alio,which it ſeems was 
foreſeen at the writing that preface tothe DireFory , where they ſay, 
the Miniſter may if need be, haue from them fome help and furniture. 5. That 
the Preface tothis new Work entitled, A reaſon of thit work , contain= 
eth many other things, which tend as much to the retracting their 
former work, as Jude's throwing back the money did to his repentance. 

As, 1. That there are thouſands of Ships belonging te this Kingdomwhic!, 
bavenot Miniſters with them, to guide them in 'Prayer, and therefore either 
we the Common prayer,or no Prayer at all. Thu ſtews the nature of that ta 
of thoſe which without any objeQon mention'd againtt any Prayerin 
that bouk, which was the only help for the devotion of many thouſands, 
left them for ſome months, to perfet zrre/igion and Atheiſme , and not 
praying at all. And befides chele ſhips (which they here confellc) how 
many Lmd-compantes be there in the ſame condition?!how many thou» 
ſand families which have noA47inifter in them? (of which numberche 
Horſe of Commens was alwayes wont to be one, and the Houſe of L17ds, 
ſince the Biſhops were removed from thence) and to deal plainly,how 
many Minitters will there alwayes be, In Eng/aud and Y2!cs (tor ſure 
your care for the Unizerſ#ies is not 'o great as to be likely to work 
Afiracles) which will not have 5kil, or Power, or gift, ( which you 
pleaſe) of concezvirg Prayers as they ought to do? and therefore 1ct me 
impart to you the choughts of many prudent men (lince the news of 
your Diret.y, and abelicion of our Litzryie ) that ic would prove a 
molt expedite way to bring in Atheiſme ; and this it ſcems, you do al- 
ready diſcern and contefle in the next words, that the no prayer at 
all, which ſucceeded the abo!iſking of the Liturgic, i rather to make them 
Heathens then'Chriftians, and hath left the Lirds day without ary mark of 
pietieor devotion: (a fad and moſt confiderable truth,which ſome per- 
ſons onghe.to lament with a wounded bleeding conſcicnce, the 
HG longelt 
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longeſt day of their life) and therfore we are apt to beleeve your cha®= - 
rity to be more extenſive, then the title of that book enlarges it , and 
that it hath deſigned chis ſ#pply, not onely to thoſe ſhips, but to all 0+ 
ther in the like want of our Litargie.Your onely blame in this particu- 
lar hath been, that you would nor be fo ingeru.#, as Judss and ſome 
others, that have ſoon retradted their precipitous ation, and confeſt 
they did fo, and made reſtitution preſently, while you, rather then you 
will (torelcue men from heatheniſmecauſed by your abolition) re. 
ſtore the Book again, and contelle you have ſinned in conderaning an 
innocent Liturgie, will appoint ſome Aſſembler, to compile a poor, ſor- 
ric, piteous form of his own, of which I will appeal to your greateſt 
flatterer, it it be not {o Jowe that jt cannot come into any tearms of 
compariſon, or competition, with thoſe forms already preſcribed in 
our book ; and ſo i111] you Juttifie your error,even while you confelle ic. 

Second] y that *L1S 20wp hoped that "twill be Nd grief of heart to full Chriſt i= Sea. Zo 
ans, if the thirſty drink ont of ciſterns, when themſeles drink out of fauntains, 
&c. which is the ſpeciall part of that ground, on which we have ficit 
formed, and now Jabour'd to preſerve our Liturgie, on purpoſe that 
weak Miniſters may not be torced to betray their weaknefle, that they 
that have not the gitt of Prayer (as even in the Apotiles times there 
were divers gifts, and all Minitters, bad not promiſe to ſucce. d in all, 
bur one in one, another in another gift by the ſame ſpirit ) may have the 
help of theſe common gifts, and ſtanding treaſures of Praver in the 
Church ; and (becauſe there be ſo many of theie kinds ro be looks for 
in a Church) that thoſe which are able to pray as they ought , with- 
out a forim, may yct in publick ſubmic ro be thus reſtrain'd, tothe uſe 
of ſo excellent a torm thus ſer betore them, rather then vuthers ſhonu!d 
be thus adventur'd to their own temerity, or incur the reproach of 
being thought nor able ; and then this providing for the weak, both 
Miniſter,and People,will not now,I hope, be charged on the Licurgy, 
by thoſe, who bope their ſipp/y of prayer will be no grief to others. 

Thirdly, That theſe Prayers being eulivened,a::d ſent np by the ſpirit in him 5.& ,, 
that prayeth, may le lively prayers, and acceptable tohim, who it a Spirit, and 
a:cepts of ſervice in Pirit and truth. Where 1. it appears by that conte(- 
fion, that as the place that ſpeaks of worſhipping in ſhirit and trathgis not 
ef any force againlt ſet prayers, ſoneither is that either of the Spirits 
belping our infirmities, belonging, as it is here confeit moſt truly, to the 
zeal, and fervor, and intenſeneſſe ot devotion intuled by the Spirit, ( and 
not tothe words wherin the addreſle is made) which if the Spirit may 


not infuſe alſo, in the uſe of our Litzrgie, and affiit a Mniſter and Cun- 
gregation 
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rregation in the Church, as well and as effeftually as a c of Mas. 
VE, ina ſip, I ſball then confeſle that the Direthny Gf and hen this 
Supply, may be aJlow'd toturn it out of the Church. 

Laſtly, That in truth though Prayers come never ſo new even fromthe Spirit, 
in one that 8 a guide in Prayer, if the Spirit do not quicken and enl;ven that 
Prayer in the bearer that follows him, it to bim but a dead form, and a very 
carcaſe of Prayer,which words being really what they lay, a truth,a per- 
{et :ruth, and more ſoberly ſpoken, then all or any period in the Pre- 
faceto the DireGory, I ſhall oppoſe againit that whole A of abolition, 
as a ground ot contutation of rhe principall part of it, and ſhall onel 
adde my delire, that it be conlidered what Prayers are molt likely to be 
thus quickned and entivened by the Spirit in the hearer, thoſe that he iz 
maſter of,and underſtands and knows he may Joyn inzor thoſe which 
depend wholly on the will of the Speaker , which perhaps he znder- 
ftandeth not, and never knows what they are; till they are delivered,nor 
whether they befit tor him toJoyn in; or in plainer words, whethera 
man be likely to pray,and ask molt feryently he knows not what,or that 
which he knows, 4nd comes on purpoſe to pray-For ſure the quicksin 
and enlivening of the Spirit, isnor ſoperfely miracle, as to exclude al 
uſe of reaſon or underſtanding, to prepare for a capacity of ir , for then 
there had been noneed to have turn'd the Latine Service out of the 
Church,the Spirit would have gruickred thoſe Prayers allo. 
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Aving thus paſt through the Ordinance and the Preface, and 

in the view of the Ordinance ſtated and fetled aright the 
compariion betwixt the Litz/gie and the DireFGory,and de- 

© onltrated the no-2e-fſity, but. plain unreaſonableneſſe of 

the change, and ſo by the way infiited on molt of the defeitof the Dire 
ry, which are the {pectal] matterof accuſation we proteſle to find in 
it, Ifhall account it a Spe. fluons Importiynityto proceed to a review of 
the whole body of it, which makes up the bulk of that Book , but in- 
ftead of inlitiing on the fan]es and infirm pactsot it (tuch are,the pro- 
hibition of adoration toward any place, p- 19. thatis of all adoration,while 
wehave bodies about ns, for that mult be z9ward ſome place; the inter 
ditling of all parts of the Apochrypba! Books, p. 12. which yet the Ancient 
Chuich avowed to be read tor the direfting of manners, though not « 
-Ble 


3 TY | md 


(83) 

rale of F aith; the ſo frequent motion of the Covenant in the direftions 
for Prayer, once as a ſpeciall mercy of God, p. 17. which is the greateſt curſe 
could befall this Kingdom, and a great occaſion, if not Author of all 
thereſt, which ace now upon it,then as a means of « ftri@ and religions 
Union, p. 21. which is rather an engagement of an irreligiouws Warzthen 
as a precious band that men muſt pray that it never be broken,p.21. which is 
in fe to pray, that they may never repent, but continue in Rebeftion 
for ever. Then as a mercy again, p. 37. as if this Covenant were the grea- 
telt treaſure we ever enjoyed. Then the praying for the Armies by Land 
and Sea, p.38. with that addition | tor the defence of King,and Parliament, 
and Kingdom |as reſolving now to put that cheat upon God himſelt, 
which they haveuſcd to their Fellow-SubjeRs, that of fizhting againſt 
the King for the defence of him, ( Beloved be not deceived, God 1s nat mocked.) 
Then affirming that the Forts were ſwperftitionſly placed in. time of Popery, 
and therforethe Childe muſt now be baptized in ſome other place, p- 49. 
while yet they ſhew not any ground of that accuſation, nor ever will 
.be able todo. Then that the cuſtoms of kneeling and praying by ,, and to- 
wards the deady # ſuperſtitious, p.73. which literally it were, (Superſiitun: 
aultus) if it were praying to them, but nowis far enough from thac 
guilc. And laſtly, thar the Lords day is commanded in the Scrij ture to be 
hep! holy, p- $5. the ſa:@ftcation of which we acknowledge to be ground- 
(ed in the Scripture, and izfiitnted by the Apoſtles, but not commanded in 
the Scripture by any revealed precept. (The firit that we meet with to 
this purpoſe, is that of I5natins. Epiſt. ad Magneſ: Mme % onf anc our, 
E0pTHt mw T45 (10 XPis5s my xuptauhy g Let ws therefre Sabbatize 19 longer; 
Let every Chriſtian celebrate the L'yds day, which ſaying of an Apo- 
ſtolick writer being added to the mention of the Lords day in the New 
Teftament is a great argument of the Apoſtolick, 4 pr of that day, 
which the univerſall practice of the Church ever fince doth ſufficient- 
ly confirm untous, and weare content and ſatisfied with that authe- 
rity, although it doth not offer to ſhew ns any command in the Seri; tire 
for it. And then you may p'ecale to obſerve, tht the ſame Tonar;ne, 
within a page before thar place, forecicing tor the obſerving of the Lord, 

day, hath a command for Common Praver, and I conceive for ſome ſet Form, 

I ſhall give you the word Sy [T:y746 63H 7% euro © Th mg:0WYy 1 ware TUVTFÞI42s, 

pic Siros 550 tet, ers 185,, Let all meet together to the ſame, whether ation cr 
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place in Prayer, Let there be one Common=-Prajcr, oneminde, &c. and Clem: Sr S470 


Alex: tothe ſame purpoſe, the Altar which we have here on, Earth, is 
the company of thoſe that dedicate themſelves to Prayers, as having 
paris THY Xcarul oj waizy ner, a common wice, and ore mande, which can- 
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not well be, unleſſe there be ſome c:mmon Form by all agreed on,) In» 
ſtead I ſay of prefling theſe or the like trailties upon this work, which 
will argue the Compoſers of it to be men and fallible, I ſhall rather 
deli: eto exprefſe and evidence my charity ( and my endeavour to read 
it without any prejudice) by adding my opinion, that there be ſome 
things ſaid in it (by way of di.c&ion tor the matter of Prayer, and 
courle of Preaching) which agree with whs/ſome di &rine, and may tend 
to edification, and I ſhall nor rob thoſe of that approbation which is 
due to them, nor conceive our Cauſe toneed ſuch perviſk means to (- 
ftain it ; Being not thereby obliged tro quarrel at the DircFory abſolnte'y 
as a Book , butonly as it firplants the Litnrgie( which if it had a thow- 
ſand more excellencies in ic then it hath, it won'd not be firro do.) And 
being willing to give others an ex.mple of peareablencfe, and of a-re(o- 
lution to make no more qxz.zrre/; then are neceſſary, and therfore contri- 
tuting my part of the endeavour to concl/xde this one afſoon as is poſlt- 
ble. Rnd che rather becaule ir js in a matter, which (if without detri- 
ment to the Church, and the Suz/s of men, the Bok wight b: univerſal» 
ly received, and fo the experiment could be made) would Iam confident 
within very few yeers atloon as the pleaſure of the change and the novel- 
ty were over, prove it's own largelt contutation, conftetle it's own wants 
and fax'ts; and fo all but mad men ſec theerrour, and require the reſti- 
ttion of Liturgie again. This I ſpeak upon a ſerious obtervation and 
pondering ot the tempers of men, and the ſo mwtble habits of their 
minds, which as thcy are wp: Coanr, exſt!y charged from cood t1 evill,lo are 
they (which is the difference of men from lap ſt Ange!s) me" ipCoacs, exſi y 
reduced alſo10 their tormer ſtate again, when reaſon comes to them in the 
cool of the 4x7, when the be it of the kindneſſe is pait, and a ſetiety haltning 
in it's ſtead, or it it prove not ſo wel}, yet falline fomene chance to anc» 
ther ard rever coming to ability. How pothble this may prove in this 
particular, I inall now evidence no farther, thn by the parallel vebe- 
ment d'ſiker, that the Prerhzteriai/ Government hath already met with 
among other utour referming Spirits, very liberally cxprelt in many 
Pamphlets which we have lately received trom Lozd.1, but in none 
more tullyihen in the Fj jſi'e ro the Brokentituled, Jubn Baptiſt, brit 
charging ihe Prezbyterizns C.olto formerly exclaimed againit Ep;ſc:pacy 
for ftinting the ffirit ) that th1cy Legan to take upon themto eſt 1b!iſÞ 2 D.zgon in 
ks thr e; in ſtinting the rbule warſt ip of thi God of Heaven,&c.and in plain 
words without mIncing or dof ml lirg , tht they hid rather the Freneb 
Kine, nay the creat Turk fpould rule over them, then theſe. The onely uſe 
which Iwou:d now make of thefe experiments 45 this, to adinire thag 
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blefſed excecVext C brif ian grace of chedience (and contentment with owe preſent 
lot, whatſoever it be, that brings not any neceſſity of finning on us.) I 
mean,to commend ro all, in matters of indifference, ( or where Serip- 
ture hath not given any immediate rue, but left us to obey thoſe who 
are ſet over us) that happie choice of ſubmitting, rather then /etting 
loſe our appetites, of ebf_ing; then preſcribing; A duty, which befides 
the very great eaſe it brings with it, hath much of verze in it, and will 
be abundant reward to it felt here on Earth, and yet have a mighty 
grrear remaining to be paid to it in Heaven hereafter; which when it is 
heartily confidered, it will be a thing of ſome difficulty to ixvent or 
 feigna heavier offli&ionto the meck and quiet ſpirit, a more enſnaring peice 
_ of treacheryto the Chrittian Soul, Flamfure to his Eſtzte, and tempo» 
rall proſperity) then that of contrary irreconcileable commands, which is 
now the caſe, and muſt always be when Ordinances undertake to ſu- 

rlede Laws, when the inferior, but over-ſwaying power,adventures 
to check the Superior, Of which ſubjeRT have tempration to annex a full 
tide of thoughts, would it not prove too much a mp2, and be moſt 
fare to be ſoctteemed by them 10 whom this addrefleis now tendred;. 
The good Lord of Hezven and Earth encline our hearts to keep that Law of 
his, ms i5ivarcal pry @ im ie, Ephel. 6. 2. which is a prime Commands 
ment, and that with a promiſe ot ſecular Peace and abundance amext 
(if not confined) to it, 

' To conclude thertore, and ſumme up all in a word, we have diſco- 
ver d by this breit ſurvey, the reaſonavleneſſe , of this a@ of Gods provis 
dence, in pernitteing our Litzrgieto be thus defined, though in all rea- 
ſon the Litnrgie it (elf di/erve nut that fate, the no-inconveniencies {0 
much as pretended to ariie from our Liturgie, to which the Dircdory is 
not much more table, the nc-0/ 5. tion from the Word of God againlt 
the who]: or any part of it produced, or offered by you, the no-man=- 
ner of theleait or ]colelt kind of vecefſity to abolifh ir, the pertedt rſt ift- 
&/erefſe,and withall xſcfalneſſe of ſet forms above extemporary cftutions, 
the very many particulars ot eminent lezefit ro the Church, and of ar 
tho ity in ity preſerved in our L /##-g/e, but in the Din ry rotally omit- 
ted, and that in deipight of all S:.zzures boch of King Edward, and Sn: 
E!izabetb, by which the Reformation of this Church is eſt.b/iſht among 
vs, and I trult fhall til] cominae, nowwithilanding the oppolition of 
thoſe who pretezded kir:aneſſe, but now run riot againſt this reformation 
we have few d you alſothe true grounds of our anceſtors 115 zcing in 
our Liturgic, inttead of the partiall it:perfe& account given of that 
bulinefſe by your Preface, the wonderfull profperizy of this. Church 
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'underit, contrary tothe pretended ſad experience, $c. and witha!l we 
have made it clear, that all the exceptions here propoſed againlt the 
Litrgie, are pectetly vain and caulleſſc; as that it hath prov'd an offence, 
ec. the ordinary crime charg'd on thoſe aftions that are lyable to no 
other, and ſo that offence without a cauſe ; that this offence hath been by the 
length of the Serviceywh' ch will only offend the prophane, and withall, 
isas obſervable in your Service ; by the many wiprofitable.burthenſome Ce 
remonies, which have been ſhewed, neither to be many, nor weprofitables 
nor barthenſome 3 by the diſquicting of Confciences, i. e. only of the unquiet; 
by depriving them of the Ordinance, i. e. thoſe who would rather loote the 
Sacrament, then receive it kneeling, Or teverently ; that the offence was ex- 
tended to the reformed Churches broad Mſo, and yet for that no one proof 
offered, nor Church named that was ſo ifſerded: and if there were, 
yet ſti]] this ſuppoſed offer ſtveneſſe, no Juſk plea for any thing but Refors 
mation. S0 alſo that by means of the Liturgi:, m2a1,y were debarred of the ex>. 
ereiſe of their Miniſty, the ſuggeſtion tor the moſt part a meer calumny, 
and that which was true in it, ready to beretorted upon theſe Retors 
mers 3 that the Prelates have lab.wr d ov aiſe the eſtimation of the Litr, ie too 
high, yet that no higher then you would the valueof your Dire@or7, to 
have ir therule for the manner of publick worſhip, or if they did;chis 
is the fault of thoſe Prelates, not of tize Litzrgicy who yet were ſaid buc 
to have labor d it neither, not to have Feed it; and even that labour 
or defire of theirs, to have amounted no higher, then Caluir?s letter 
to the ProteFur would avow; that thu hath been to the Juſtling out of Preach» 
meg, which is rather a ſpeciall help to it, and preſcribes it, ard allows 
it its proper place,but hath oft the il] luck tobe turn'd out by Preach- 
ing ; that it hath been made no better then an I4s!, which if it be a fault in 
the Litzrgie, is far more chargeable on the hearing of Sermons ; that the 
people pleaſe themſelves in their preſence, and lip-labour in that ſervice; an uns 
charitable Judging of mens hearts, and a crime to which your Dire- 
Gory makes men as lyable as the Litmygie ; that our Liturgie 5 a compliance 
with Papiſts, and ſo a means to confirm them in their Idolatry, &c. whereas it 
_ complies with them in nothing that is 1dolatroxs, &e. and by comply- 
ing with them, where they dowith antiquity and truth, ic is more apt 

to convince them of their errours, and by charity to invite, then by de- 
foance 3 that it wthes anidle Miniſtery 3 which ſure the Direfforie will not 
unmake, b:ing as fit for that turn, either by forming and conning 
the Prayer there delineated, or by depending on preſent conceptions, 
as the Liturgy can be ; that it hinders the gift of Prayer, which if it fignifie 
the elocution, 0: conception of words in Prayer, is zot peculiar to the 
Minitter, 
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Miniſter, and for any thing elſe, hindring itno more then the Dire 
doth; that the continuance of it won'!d be matter of endleſſe ſtrife, &e.which 

(are'tis more reaſonable to think of an introduftion of a new way of 
Geryice, then the retaining of the o/d ; that there be many other weightie 
conſiderations, and many particulars in the book , on which this condemnation 
4 grounded, and yet not one of theſe mention'd, but kepr to boi/ in their 
own breaſts, if there be any, or which is more likely, falſely here pre- 
rended to inflame the reckonin g ; that they are net mov/d to thu by any love 
of nevel:y. and yct do that which is moſt novel's rhat they intend wot to dis 
ſparage the Reformers, and yet do that which is mott to their diſparage* 
ment ; that they an this to anſwer Gods providence, which never calld them 
tothis work ; to /atrefie their own Conſcience, which it Erroneous, muſt 
not thus be fatished ; to ſatzsfie the expeFtation of other Churches, which 


 expeCt it not, or it they did, mighc rather conform to us and ſatisfie 


us 3 and the deſires of many of the God!y at hame, whoſe pietie is no affu- 
rance that their defires are reaſonablegzand yet are not known to have 
expreſt any ſuch delires ; that they may give teftimonie of their endeavours 
for uniformity, whereas with other Churches, there is no ſuch neceſſity 
of conf:rming inſuch matters, and within our ſelves,nothing is ſo con- 
trary to uniforniity , as this endeavor. And laſtly , we have learnt 
from them, a rule by which they pretend to form their Direfforie, the 
agreeablencfle to the word of God and Chriſtian prudence , and are moſt 
confident ro Juſtitie our Litzrgie by chat rule, againſt all diſputers in 
the world ; And having noiy over and above all this, a plain conteſ- 
lion under their own hands, in their Supplie of Prayer , to Juſlifie all 
that we pretend to, and fo being ſaved the pains of any farther ſuper- 
fluous confutation, we ſhall now leave it co the Judgement. of any ra- 
tionall Lay-man in the New Aſſemblic, tojudge betwixt us and his fel- 
low Members ; whoſe pretenſions are molt moderate in this matter, 
whoſe moſt lixe Chrittian, thoſe that areto reſcue and preſerve , or 
thoſe which to deliroy. Thus in the Conncel! of Nice, holden before 
Conſtantive ana Hein, in a controverlie of great Importance , Craton 
and Zen»ſt, not onely Lay-men but Heathens were appointed judges 
or arbitrators, oneiy on this ground, becauie Craton a Philoſopher 
would not poſlefſe any worldly goods, and Zeneſinns in time of his 


Conſu!ſhip, never received prelent from any, faith Facobotius : thus Pe concll. 


allo Extropizs a Pagan Philoſopher, was choſen umpire between Origen 
and the Mircjonites, it being iuppoſed, that ſuch an one was as fit ro 
underſtand their {everall claims, and Judge according to Al'ogations 


and 


(88) 


and proofs as any ; And if wefall or miſcarry before ſuch an Ariſtary 
chas, I (hall then reſolve, that a Covenant may walt a ſoul, ( even drive; 
theman into the field with Nebachadnezar )leprive it of thoſe xura iamuny 
common principles of diſcourſe, (by which, ciil it be debauched, irig; 
eV xp, able in ſomes meaſure, to judge of truth, propoſed and debas? 
ted before it) and then Iſhall hope for more candor in the bufineſſe. 
from an intelligent beathen, then for him. My onely appeal in that caſe 
ſhall be, to Heaven, th ur the holtof Angels, may by the Lord of that. 
hoſt be appointed, to guard and afſi't that cauſe, and thoſe Arnie 
whoſe pretentions in this, and all other particulars, arc moſt rightes 
ous, and moſt acceptable in his fight. 


Do not erre, my beloved Brethren. 


Now the Lord of all mercier, and God of love and Peace, grant us to be like 
minded in all things, that we ma) j1yn with one beart, and tongue, to praiſe. 
him, and worſbip bim, to bleſſe bim, and to magnifie bim fur ever. 


